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ONAFT sPECIA! AREA PTAI{ FON PENANG BOTATE GMD€N5

IhG DGft sp{ialArca Plan will be qhibited for publi.
.ommenrs. Following exhibitions, public feedba.k and other
inputswillfeed into a review oflhis sp{ialarea plan before it
h adopted and qaz€tted,

APUD



t, , Draft Special Area Plan

Provision for Spe(ial Area Plan under theTown
and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172)

Publkity in @nn*lion ,lth pep.Etion ofD..ft SAP
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ABOUT THE SPECIAL AREA PLAN
The Special Area Plan (SAP)for Penang Botanic Gardens (PBG), is a detailed master plan that will guide future direction
of PBG towards becoming a botanic garden in its true sense.The SAP is prepared under provision of section 168 ofthe
Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172).

a. Sub - section 168 (1)

SAP can be prcparetl at any time duing the preparction ot upon the

coming inro effe(t of o sttu.tute plan ot lMl plaq a State Diredor ot

a local plonning outhotity, on his or its own initiative ot as ditected

by the Conmitee, nay subnit to the conmittee a prcposal fot the

designation of a special arca lot sp%iol ond detailed teohent
by developnent, redevelopnent, inqovenat conseNation ot

manogement prcctice, ot panly by one and panly by onothet nehod,

of the whole ot pott of sudi speciol orca, dnd the nature of the

b. sub - sedion 168(2)

The Connittee shall detemine whethet it is a State Dipctot ot the

bcal planning authonty who shal have the rcsponsibility of prcparing

a plan fot the speciat ate-

c. Sub-sedi@ 168(3)

Iheplan foro spe.iolarca sho be prcporcd in the tane nonneras the

preparction of a local plan, but therc shall be in.oeotated in su.h plon

detailed guidonce fot its inplementuttion ond nanogenent, ond the

plan shall hove the effect ofo WG.

Totd PBG : 2a2.O6 Hectrr.
{598.16 acre)
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1.

2.

3.

Mission

Conserve
Tocontributetowardstheconservation of rare,

endemic and threatened plants.

Re5eaJ<h

To further research ofplants, forest ecology and

biodiversity in general.

Educate
To inspire, engage and edu(ate rn order to bring

people closer to nature.

Expanded Ar.eg

Eel'ta

,.i{.

f lEea.d

Objectives

Conneding people and nature
1a. Establish and maintain living and artifacts plant

collections

1b. Effectively communicatewith various segmentsof
the public.

1c. To develop, encourage and nurture public interest

in plant research and conservation.

Plant <onservation
2a. Tstabliih d plant (onservation and species recovery

programme,

2b. lmplement in-situ and ex-situ conservation with
plant enrichment proqramme.

2c, Create awareness forgeneral public on importance
of plant conservation and biodiversty,

Resear(h
3a. Upgrade collections ofplant genetic material,

along with the required databases and research

facilities.

3b. Establish local and international partnerships and

collaborations on plant research and exchange.

3c. Encourageand facilitate research projects using the
gardens as a living laboratoryand reference centre.

Re<reation &Tourism
4a. Serve as a green lung for Penangites and as a must

see tourist destination.
4b. Develop appropriate garden facilities for innovative

and a ppropriate tou r ism activities.

4a. Createawareness on importanceof natureand

environment conservation to school children.
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3.

5

6.

1.

Master Plan Design Principles

Enhancing PBG uniquefeatures from its current
statu5;

Aligning PBG aspirations and revised functions
with its spatial and thematic arrangement as well
as providing necessa ry facilities and spaces for such

functions to be implemented;

Protecting and enhancing the role ofPBG in
managing and maintaining plant collections forthe
purposesof conservation,education, research and

displayt

Maintaining and enhancing the landscape

character ofthe gardens for sustainable recreational

opportunities;

Facilitating development of appropriate su pporting

facilities within designated locations where it can be

demonstrated that such facilities would result in net
benefit to the parkand its users;and

tnsuring a garden that is dedicated and gives

priority to pedestrian users, in terms of safety, access,

information and directions and conveniences; with
restricted vehicular access into the PBG.

l- '-t I

r

w.w:i,.ry1i',',rl.gy.

t:.'I rl' "!/
i/ /.-

-\ '*{: -'
?.-- a ..

T

deE{Re;i&nts,Busin6s

1

I

I

li

l*r't\1"""

4"".-r'").r.0"*o
\*-

of Pnvate, Msndr V€iictes



",,*,
\F

t
I{OTIO SCALE

j.

LAWN IDENTIFICAIION PLAN

h.dalumbb..nl.@d

E: r wrc

E LAWI E

E umc

andJ,paEEceds)

tr3 LArln fl

C- LAm r

ct lrwr K

Ej] LAWI L

- 
u$N!

aved F& ies (edis/Fldbnad

E uwnw

Eco tu rd is (tud ro, um Fund,oi F@nq
LbEry,d!nyGd€RssauEdand

E uwN x
cnpqno Gdai (NatE Fru( and Ha6s)

E= LA1IVN YIBAMBI,IsETUM'

R€fudshMaaFbN{Ueslcslyand

E uwN z tco sERvarFN
PRO4GATbNCENTRE}

Ef uwNotv6noRcENrREl

F
E



Master Plans Cole Are.
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KEY PROPOSALS
visitors Centre
Thevi5itors centre is located at the entrance ofthe

PBG.The area consists of two existing buildings newly

completed administration office building and hawkers

centre.Within the area, a newvisitors centre building is

proposed.This visitor centre building shall accommodate

spaces for ticketing olfr ce, visitors information facilities,

garden tour ofnce, gift shop, surau and toilet facilities The

visitorscentre building provides visitorswith information

on the entire garden beforethey experience the various

lawns in the Gardens. Construction ofthe visitors centre

shall involve demolition ofexisting structures on site'

The area is also planned with parking facilities ln the

short term, 5 u face parking shall be provided which will

later be replacedwith multistorey car park in the longer

term. A new gate and entrance strlrcture shallbe provided

immediately at the boundary ofPBG to wel'ome visitors

to the Gardens.

Conservation and Propagation Centre

Located atthe new Lawn Z, the centre shallaccommodate

a building fortissue culture labontorywhich is criticalto

PBG's conse ation mission and objectives.The laboratory

shall be supported by tree conseryatory, nurseryand mist

house that will provide spaces for tree propagation as part

ofthewhole conservation and research activities in PBG'

g'l *r'i.r"-*"
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Herbarium
Capacity ofexisting herbarium facilities shall be expanded
to 100,000 herbarium sheets from its cufient4,OOO
herbarium specimens.The existing Penang Botanic
Gardens Departmentoffce shall beadapted and
modified to accommodate the required facilities ofa
modern herbarium.

Draft Speciol Atea P lon

Kampung Garden
ln the Kampung Garder! a theme oftyp'cal lvlalay village
shallbe re-created using fruittrees and other relevant
features present atthe site. i\,,lajor structure within thearea
will be a kampung house.The kampung house structure
is to be used as a PlantArtifact and Ethnobotany Museum
that displaysfindings and collections which focused on
the classification and uses of plants by the indigenous
people ofMalaysia.The area can also be used as venue for
herbal remedy talks and demonstrations.

existinq site of kampung
house to be demolished

a@ @ con\crve e\i!rins reesand ,;l pedesriantrt,dqr
to be planred with native hulllee5 L
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Se(ret Garden

This area is a hidden gem; generally by passed byvisitors
but one ofthe most naturally beautiful places in the PBG.

Whatsets it apartfrom theother areas is its meandering
pathway shaded bytrees along a rocky stream, with
remnants ofold brick structures that give it an air ofa
mystery and wonder.

/ "t 
* ro**a,*ut",tut,".,

Malaysiana Boulevard and Garden

The idea forthis boulevard is to plant a collection oftrees
ofwhich states, towns ofplaces in Malaysiaare named
after. The boulevard is located between the existing
garden malland the new Lawn Wwhich currently houses

a shooting club.The present shooting club shall be
relocated outside ofPBG and a new building providing
convention and other activity centre shallbe developed.
The new building shall be eco friendly to showcase the
use ofplants as pa( ofgreen building concept.

5f o"a",t,iun trnruq.
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Floral Garden

The focus of the Floral garden is on horticulture. This
ipdcewrllbeone ofthetwo lawns in pBGfocusrng

on horticulture (the other being theformalgarden).
The ultimate objective ofthe FloralGarden willbeto
contribute toward5 the development ofa truly"Malaysian"
tropical garden design that blends tropical (preferably

native 
^,4a!aysian)plants 

with other landscape elements to
refl ect Malaysia! cultural diversity.

Dtoft Special Area O,"rp

Tree Top Wa lk

The treetopwalk is envisaged to be 100 200m long
elcvated walkway starting from a spur dnd risinq acros\
thevalley (up to around 30m elevation above ground
levelatthe highest poin0 to an adjacent s pur. Th e most
suitable site for thetree top walk is the forested slopes
just northeast ofthe Curtis trail. This area is essentially a
narrow valley between two spurs, with the largesttrees
and most naturalforests (theforests at lowerelevations
have been logged over and have very few big rainforest
trees).The tree top walk offers new attGction for visitors
to PBG to explore the rainforest, provide new source of
revenueto PBG, provide researchers access to the forest
canopy for observation and data collection and provide
an avenue for educationalwalks relating to rainforest
canopy.
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NaturalAmphitheatre

The quarryface located behind the existing Quarry Park

offers a unique opportu nity fo r the creation of a natura

amphitheatre.The rockformation edging the area

naturally amplifies or echoes sound, makinq it idealfor
musical and theatrical performances. Open air seating

areas and some shaded seated areas 5hall be provided.

The area is also idealfor garden-themed weddings or
other events,ln orderto support such events, a new

building accommodating 6ne-dining.estaurants and

other related facilities such as toilets are planned within
this area,

Nature Trails

It is proposed thatfour main trails bedeveloped, i.e. the
Lily pond trail, Curtis trail, Waterfa ll trail a nd Ridge trail.
(please refer to map).Thesetrails have been selected to
ensurethat PBG trail network will have somethinq for
everyone, i,e, cater to the multiple user groups, each of
whom that may have varying objectives, interests and
leve s offir_ess or mobility. n(onrrasttothevarious
lawns and plant houset the trails must retain their
elements ofwilderness and therefore, should not be

overly developed. Only the basictrailelements necessary

to ensure the safety ofusers and to support the intended
functions ofthe trails should be installed. Other trails

that can bedeveloped in thefuture are the trailto Mount
Olivia and the trailto Penang Hill.

I
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Access and Circulation
PBG shall be turned into a 'taffic-free'9a rden where
visitors'access shall only be limited up to the visitors'
centre at Lawn Q. Here, a centralised parking facilities shall
be provided (surface parking in the immediate term and
multi storey parking in the long term). Circulation within
the Garden shall only be via trolley buses.

The existing jeep trackwill only be opened to permit
holders (residents and business operators on Penang
Hill) and service/maintena nce a nd emergency vehicles to
Penanq Hill.
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IMPROVING INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES
Key
1.

posals:
Strengthen organisationalstructure ofPenang Botanic Gardens Depaftmentto facilitate PBG'S revised function

by:

a. Subdividing existing Technical Section intotwo namely; (i)conservation and Research Sectr_on, and (ii) Garden

Management Section;

b. creating additionalunits under the Conservation and Research section comprising ofa Collection and

Documentation UnitandConservationand Propagation Unit;

c. Grouping the existing Landscape/Horticulture/Estate Units into a Garden Management Section;

d. Strengthening Trust Account Committee to oversee management of PBG Trust Account

e. Rea5sign the maintenance ofSriMutiara garden and vlP Bungalows and supply of plants for statefilnctions to

oth er appropriate State agencies;

f. Developing and strengthening relationships with other organisations especially N@5 and universities;

g. Renaming the Penang Botanic Management Committee into Penang Botanic Policy Committee; and

h. Establishinq severalexpert advisory group5 to assist in a project and programmes implementations

Proposed Expansion to PBG DePartment

Existing PBG Departmen! !q



2. Make available relevantand sufficient human resources throug h:

a. Recruitment ofskilled and experience plant taxanomist
b. Creation of new managerial and profesional positions;

c. Upgradeand retrain existing staffto tillnew upgraded positions;and
d, Use of conttactual appointment as shortterm measures.

Proposed Human Resource Requitement under SAP


