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- The PHT announces the launch of the PHT-HSBC Living Heritage Treasures of Penang Awards 2007.
. PHT members are invited to nominate experts in various fields such as visual arts, traditional crafts and

. trades, culinary skills, martial arts, literature, performing arts in any arca that pessonifies the cultural

. heritage of Penang.

The holders of the 2005 & 2006 awards are Dato’ Chuah Thean Teng- Barik Artist, Cikgu Bahroodin-
\ Cultural Expert, Mr. Lim Bian Yam- Chef Extraordinaire of Penang cuisine, Mr. Yeap Seong Kee-
Penang s most renowned Nyonya Kebaya designer, Mr. Kok Ah Wah — Penang s last hand-carved
signboard maker, Mdm Ooi Sew Kim — Puppeteer/ singer/ story-teller/ owner of the last remaining

| Hokkien Puppet Opera Troupes.

The New Year begins with the cause of heritage conservation in Malaysia confronting a challenge that is nothing
short of a crisis (which we have documented in the pages of this issue of our newsletter). While heritage
conservation has long been an uphill struggle in the face of a powerful, self-interested “development™ lobby that
has the ear of government, events during 2006 raised serious doubts whether government has any real commitment
to heritage conservation, i.e., whether the political will exists at all o give gongrelgsxpyession to heritage in public
policy. Sadly, these doubts have deepened since the National Heritage Act 2005 was gazetted in March 2006.

Alarm bells rang on 10* October when the Culture, Arts & Heritage Minister participated in a ground-breaking
ceremony for construction of a 110-metre viewing tower to be built in the heart of old Malacca. That any authority
supporting Malacca’s bid for UNESCO World Heritage Site listing could even contemplate approving a project so
obviously likely to put the UNESCO bid at risk defies belief. That a minister responsible for heritage would then
gndorse the project in a public ceremony is doubly incredible and of special concem to Penang since George Town

" is twinned with Malacca in the application for UNESCO listing. To make matters worse the Minister reportedly
said that listing for Penang and Malacca might not be so important after all. He went on to claim that conditions
set by UNESCO for listing were difficult for Asian countries to meet, an assertion that betrays shockingly poor
advice and a complete lack of knowledge of the true situation in the region.

The next blow to heritage conservation was delivered in mid-December when the Kuala Lumpur city authorities
ordered the demolition of Bok House, a magnificent historic mansion which was the first building to be nominated
for preservation under the National Heritage Act. The public outcry — from historians, architects, media, ordinary
citizens and heritage advocates alike — should have given government pause. Instead, spurious arguments were

>> Continued Page 3
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CULTURAL HERITAGE SPECIALIST TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION PROGRAMME  23-28 April 2007

FIRST TIME IN MALAYSIA A COURSE RUN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RIGOUROUS
STANDARDS SET BY UNESCO, THE ASIAN ACADEMY, THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM &
PENANG HERITAGE TRUST

Certification and Accreditation by
UNESCO

Kementerian Pelancungan Malaysia
(Malaysian Ministry of Tourism)

Macao Institute of Tourism Studies (I1FT)
Penang Heritage Trust (PHT)

¥ The PHT has been entrusted by UNESCO as well as the Ministry of
¢ Tourism with the training and certification of UNESCO Cultural
Heritage Specialist Guides. Accredited trainers from within PHT as
well as from UNESCO and IFT, together with local experts, will

onducl the 6-day course. This advanced programme will complement existing national training programmes as
well as stand alone in its ability to certify a guide to operate within George Town. It will strengthen the skills of
existing guides, accredit new specialist guides as well as improve career prospects for all with intemationally
acclaimed certification.

INTROODUCTION _WHY?

Heritage sites have become the most prominent tourism destinations in the Asia Pacific region. These represent
universal values ranging from living historic towns to breathtaking cultural landscapes and stunning architectural
monuments. These sites also bring enormous tourism revenue. At the same lime, massive visitor pressures
threaten authenticity and visitor enjoyment as well as local conditions and communities. In response to these
concerns, the UNESCO-ICCROM Asian Academy for Hentage Management (AAHM), in cooperation with
ADB, PATA and UNESCAP, has launched a pioneenng, practical and regionally- recognized training and
certification programme in partnership with national training institutions & local organizations. George Town,
Penang, will be the pioneer site for Malaysia.

GOALS
To set new standards which will raise professional capacity in guiding visitors at heritage sites. The programme
aims to provide the highest level of visitor experience, to raisc awareness about cultural heritage and conservation
issucs and to foster awareness of community participation and long-term sustainability of these sites. The visitor
to George Town will benefit from the best trained cultural heritage
guides.

OBJECTIVES

The course aims to:

*Enhance the visitor experience leading to longer stays and repeated
visitation

*Asgist guides in interpreting sites

*Benefit local communities by encouraging participation

*Aid in sustaining the site by educating visitors about cultural and
conservation issues and responsible conduct
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COURSE CONTENT & TRAINING APPROACH

The content focuses on issues concerning Tourism at Important Heritage Sites, in this particular case, George
Town, Penang, Malaysia. There are 6 Core Units which will be presented with a combination of lectures, practical
exercises and field activities. Useful guidelines to a particular site will focus on explaining significance,
interpretation and conservation issues and will include FAQ's about the site.»

*UNIT | : What is the Cultural Heritage Specialist Guide — why are they needed?

*UNIT 2 : Understanding UNESCO World Heritage Sites — what is significant that merits listing?

«UNIT 3 : Understanding & Protecting Cultural Heritage -~ authenticity and how to sustain it

*UNIT 4 : Heritage Interpretation — whose story and how to tell it - how to enhance visitor experience

sUNIT 5 : Influencing Visitor Behaviour & Experience — appropriate behaviour, value added experience

«UNIT 6 : Sharing the Benefits — importance of community involvement & direct benefits, how does a guide help?

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?:

Certified guides as well as anyone interested in and concerned about issues of sustainable tourism in fragile
heritage sites and improving visitor experience.

DURATION :

Mon 23rd April to Sat 28th April 2007 (8.30 a.m. 10 5.00 p.m.)

CHARGES : RM600/ participant  (limited to 30)

INCLUDED IN PACKAGE:

Certificates, all training materials, lunches, teas, closing dinner. (Accommodation not included, may be arranged at
discounted prices)

VENUE :

PHT Conference Room, 26 Church Street, George Town, Penang & various on-site locations

TRAINERS:

2 from IFT Macao, | from UNESCO Bangkok, 2 from PHT. Local experts will act as resource personnel.

For further enquiries & (o sign up, call Penang Heritage Trust at 6-04-2642631, e-mail phtrust@streamyx.com or
fax 6-04-2628421

advanced that Bok House was privately-owned and that conservation would be too costly. The Heritage
Minister even challenged critics to show him why Bok House should have been saved, despite his ministry

| having received a massive dossicr from Badan Warisan Malaysia to justify its nomination under the National
| Heritage Act. The Act has been shown to be toothless, with ministerial statements amounting to an open

| invitation to developers to demolish with impunity.
|
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The current crisis brings into sharp focus the long-festering situation in Penang where outstanding heritage
buildings are destroyed or are under threat, Examples include the pastiche replica of the illegally demolished
Hotel Metropole attached to the fagade of yet another high-rise on Northam Road; the derelict and collapsing
Shih Chung Branch School; the proposed highrise in front of Runnymede Hotel: the planned monster tower- |
block project threatening the former St Joseph's Novitiate and Chapel and the Loke Mansion on Gumey Drive;
and last but defintely not least, the proposed massive multiblock, multistorey development in the current open
space of the Turf Club. The continued lack of planning and a transparent approval process for development
projects on heritage sites (and elsewhere, including recreational spaces) strengthens apprehensions that
decisions are made not in the public interest but for the financial benefit of interested parties.

Guest Editor |
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Site Visit Report October 2006 “'Su/%/{ House

SUFFOLK HOUSE

A party of 93 PHT mcmbers and friends came to
see what was going on at the site of Suffolk House
on Sunday, 29* October 2006. For days before the
visit, Penang had been subjected to heavy rain,
usually starting around 4 p.m. As our visit was due
to begin 3.30 p.m. umbrellas were well to the fore,
but we were lucky and there was no rain. In fact,
the sun broke through several times in the two hours
8 we were there.

Arriving on foot, after passing the Malaysian
German Society and Japanese Associations in their
MPPP-rented buildings, outstanding colonial-style
senior officers” government houses let us hope
that they and a few other equally impressive houses also receive heritage recognition — we tumed a comer and
there was Suffolk House in all its glory. Admittedly much of it is still covered in scaffolding but the initial sight
was memorable. At the moment this huge building is confined because of the lack of space around it. On its
immediate right, and that means within 10 metres. is a school and in front within 20 metres are two old sheds used
by the contractors carrying out the restoration. Behind Suffolk House the back boundary is only metres away.

We leamned from Laurence Loh, the Consultant Architect, who really knows his stuff as to the 200 years history of
the place, especially the recent 50 years disastrous period of inaction, that there are several hectares of land in front
and to one side which are still jungly and swampy and which are to be completely landscaped ancw

This will be wonderful as included in this area is a stream, and what is more, full of unbelievably clear running
water. When I went over to look at it | saw a goldfinch, a kingfisher, a heron and a biawak (iguana). Amazing! A
bridge is to be built over the stream for visitors to go across and get a much better idea of the aspect that would
have been scen by Captain Francis Light and his successors in the 18" and 19" centuries. All this is to be
completed in 2007, before and after the official opening in March 2007,

It was a great shame, as related by Laurence, that Suffolk House, while used by the nearby school as a canteen for
some years and already in a poor state of maintenance, was left to become more and more dilapidated. PHT began
campaigning in the 1980s and finally plans were put into effect carly this century to begin restoration. Phase | in
year 2000 involved the restoration of the central core and jack roof and was financed solely by the Penang State
Government at the cost of RM500,000. Further restoration was not possible as funds allocated under the 8*
Malaysia Plan somchow mysteriously *disappeared’. Work came to a standstill. Hopes fell once again. Was Suffolk
House fated to remain as ‘glorious ruins'? In 2004 crucial help was very generously given by HSBC Bank Bhd,
RM2 million, and the State Government found another RM 1.5 million to complete the restoration of the structure.
The amount headed would have been considerably less if action to restore the property had begun in 1962. A
public fund raising campaign is being conducted to raise the remaining money needed for the fit-out of the house
involving electrical, plumbing, security and minimal furnishings.

Penangites in particular, as well as visitors, will consider that this money well spent, and carefully spent. By that |
mean that as much as possible of the onginal building materials have been left in place or replaced with similar
ones. The result is amazing and imposing. We could sce the floorings upstairs and downstairs which £it in with
the walls and ceilings excellently, The massive pillars outside are also a sight on their own and have been built
using the original techniques employed by original builders. The flat roof too is fashioned as the original. Final
fumishing will be carefully sclected following what is historically known to have been there,

Overall, everyone visiting the site on 29" October came away in a thoughtful frame of mind and happy to see the
progress of restoration. We all look forward to its rapid completion and opening to the wider world. One hopes
that whoever is in charge when it is handed over will make sure that signs on how to reach Suffolk House are
prominently displayed. It is, after all, in a very unlikely area, surrounded by three major schools with only a small
unmetalled road leading in. | wish I had some historical knowledge of the whole arca around Suffolk House,
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Con't ~Suffolk, House

which might then explain why Francis Light chosc to locate his Suffolk Estate here and why it functioned as the

Governor’s residence.* After all, 200 or more years ago, the sitc was a long way from the sea and the main town,
such as it was. It would have been very jungly and, looking around, not very defensible which was an important
point then. Nevertheless, there it is and admirable it is, even better when the land is fully landscaped with those

plants that were originally on the site. They are being propagated ready for transplant.

Text by Derek Seagrove & Lok-Lim | Photo Courtesy of LLA

*Editor § Note: It is known from historical sources that the property on which Suffolk House was built was an
esiate acquired by Light and named Suffolk after the English county of his birth. Several of Light's
contemporaries such as Scott and Brown maintained similar estates outside George Town where they grew local
Jruits and spices. Historical sources indicate that as early as 1791 Light owned a Malay pavilion with a thatched
roof and built six feet above the ground. It was probably on or near the site of Suffolk House. Light liked to
entertain guests and visitors for picnics at this pavilion and muist have heen fond of the place as he left the Suffolk
estate and house to his wife Martina in his will. His son-in-law General James Welsh after visiting Governor
Bannerman at Suffolk in 1818 described it as “‘once the private property of Mr. Light and his favourite residence.”

theSur FRDAY JANUEEY 5 2007 25

Cilty 1

March opening for
Sutfolk House

{ry Opatyn Mok

sttt Ehew iy SN

ONFE can souw take a siep sk
o thtr early dans of Pemang by
walking thoough Sulolh Hows
i Adr I when il opens i
doors i March

he zrand detanhied doubide-
storey busbding hus Gaally been
sestoeed o s lormer glory siler
oy Uhan A0 years of
et ation effoets by
comseTV oS atud virimas
v ginisalions

et i opem promneds along the
tanks of the \ir e,
Suflodh, House s neportedly e
ablest origmal sy iving moded
of ran Rerms of anchitectane,
wnngdor Enedan @od Vhakay

sy duabbied The fiea Corvad
Fosase of Periiosg, @ was
origtnally baill by e Foander of
the British sustlcinent in PFenang
Francis Light, In the o
amd was probably
tha Epdhisdy county where Ligh
W bam

The rnansson was e home
ol the early ponermoes and e
semue for inany social amd
oflicial mvents.

s mervind as &
gonerninent house befween
1810 and 1820 where
ungartant poditical disciissions
were hehl

Over the years, the grand old
butbding underwent many
seratbons and esolved from a
redoniaded Anglo-{ndian
warden bouse W a tike roolied
AT SOT)

A cumpalgn o restore Saffolk

benibding ft
Vacanl The
The state government bader Do podnt oame in 200
forvmed a Saflodd Howse W hen e slole gonvimment
Commities bul it Geovd delans actubred the property by
bervauie of diETicalt and exchanging land with the
tranafers whibe the building Methodist Church

BAM million

PHT secrvtary Jeck Ong said
the restoration works are in the
firsa! stapes and “we will open

House began in 1061,

At that time, the Methodist
Charch, whach owned the land
anid howsse, ieved the ground
foor of the huilding a= & cuntovn
for students of 1he Methodist
Poas” Schonl

However, in the carly 1970s,
bivase of severe dilapudation,
the canloen was dlosod and the

continued 0 he cxposed to the
clements and becamy even
mone run down

In 1993, the Penang Horvtagee
Trust | PHT) conducted a
dilapidation surves and
sinbibieation works ot the
munsion with the help of
SACON from Adelaide. Friends
of sufloik House was formed

Mt cne of the restoration
works stared m November 2000
wilth an initial BNH0,000
allocation from the Zovermment

Laster, HSAC Bank
oontriduted BML million and
the sate gomerneoenl ol
RA million

The tolal restoeataon cost is
estianated to cotrse up 1o about

the building to the public by the
end of March, comwe rain of
shuine”.

Sulleh Howse will b open
For pubdic use as a venoe jor
cvenls,

The ariginal carly paletings
of Fenang from 1802 1o 1860
will b displayed in the main
anllery on the first foor



A busload of 44 PHT
members and friends joined
the PHT January Site Visit.
The visit 100k us out of
Penang State, to visit the
town of Lunas, which is just
beyond the border of
Penang in neighbouring

& Kedah. According to
Laurence Loh, who played
host for this visit, Lunas is
located immediately cast of
George Town, as the crow
flies. 1 checked and found
that the latitude of Lunas
indeed corresponds with
Gumey Drive and Pulau
Tikus on Penang Island.

" The participants assembled
at the Caring Society Complex at Jalan Utama, at 9:45am that lovely Sunday moming, 28 January 2007, PHT
rented a coach to take us there. Our coach left Penang at 10:00am. Traffic that moming was smooth, save for a
diversion where the Gelugor Underpass was closed. This trip was almost like a tour guide outing, because there
were seven licensed tour guides on board. As the law requires tour coaches to include an accompanying guide, Mr
Yeap Peng Hoe graciously volunteered his services for the occasion, entertaining us with light-hearted explanation
on the Penang Bridge as well as the journcy along the Butterworth-Kulim Expressway.

Our first stop was at the old Lunas rubber smokehouse. It is located by the main road as one enters Lunas town.
There, Laurence gave us a briefing. He is the grandson of Loh Boon Ghee @ Loh Boon Ngee, one of the three men
who founded Lunas. The smokehouse was built in the late 1960s by Laurence’s uncle for the use of smallholders to
smoke their rubber and it had been abandoned since the 1980s.

In 2006, Laurence restored the smokchouse as part of Digi’s Amazing Malaysians 2006 “Rubber Story™
programme, and turned it into a site museum exhibiting the history of Lunas and its position as a rubber town. The
Rubber Story holds the distinction of being the only rubber exhibit in Malaysia located in situ of an actual rubber
smokehouse. The three-storey structure is divided into two sections. On one side, we get acquainted with Lunas
town, its founding, and anything interesting that we can come across in Lunas today - no stone was left untumed,
no one and nothing was spared a description. On the other side, we enter an authentic smokehouse. Authentic
because the smokchouse has been preserved as it was, to give visitors the feel of how and what a smokehouse is
like. At the basement level, there is a exhibit of the documentation work done by the children of Lunas.

As part of the programme, Laurence Loh engaged the participation of 80 children in the Lunas community to
document the sites as well as 10 interview the residents. The children,
aged 10 to 14 of all cthnic

backgrounds, were drawn from three 3
schools in Lunas, namely SRJK S
(China) Hwa Min, SMK Kulim and

SMK Jalan Paya Besar. Practically
cvery shophouse in Lunas was
photographed, videographed and
carefully documented. The children
also drew up a Lunas heritage trail.
The effort is now exhibited at the
Lunas smokechouse.
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Mind map produced by schoolchildren Smokehouse interpretation centire
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Site Visit Report~ Lunas, Kedah

From the smokehouse, we walked through Lunas town. On the way, we
passed the Sri Maha Kuttakarai Muniswarar Alayam Hindu Temple,
established as an estate temple for the Indian community. The Indian
community in Lunas has since dwindled with the disappearance of the rubber
estates, and the town is today decidedly Chinese in character.

Continuing our walk, we passed the only single-storey detached house along
the main road. This house is dubbed the “Strong Wall™, It was built in 1951
and was nicknamed as such, because it was reinforced to withstand bullets!

Soon Mansion

We arrived at a junction. Tumning left would take us to the Hock Teik Soo Temple, the Hokkien Tua Pek Kong
Temple of Lunas and furtherdown, the Buddhist Hermitage. Tuming right takes us to the mansion of Soon Ah Lee
(@ Baba Lee. Baba Lee was another of the three founders of Lunas, the third being Lim Lean Teng.

The Palladian type bungalow was built in 1928. The exterior has since been repainted and restored, but nothing
much has been done 1o restore its interior. PHT members had the opportunity of browsing around at the period
furnishing - I am not sure how long ago the bungalow was last used. (I did see a bottle of Scott 5 Emulsion in one
of its cabinets. 1 wonder how long it had been there).

From the Soon Mansion, we broke for lunch. Lunch was each to his own. Chooi Yoke (my wife-to-be) and I joined
a few other members to enjoy the famous Tan Kee Lunas Duck, located prominently on the main road. | did enjoy
the lunch very much. For two persons, we spent a mere RM17.00, quite cheap (by Penang standards) for the
amount of duck and accompanying mixed vegetable stew that we received.

Afier lunch, we visited a cottage industry where local cookies such as pang siew kueh were made. We all crowded
into the backyard to watch the lady make cookies, and quite a number of us came away with massive tins,

Next we boarded our coach to visit the Buddhist
Hermitage. Ammiving at the bridge across Sungai Kulim,
the coach driver refused to go any further, for fear that he
would not be able to back out. So we all had to climb
down and walk the remaining 400 meters or so to the
hermitage. Approaching the henitage on foot was also a
good idea, as it allowed us to stop and take photographs.

We entered the newly built pagoda at the hermitage. It
houses a statue of the Buddha in Santida Mudra gesture,
represented by a standing Buddha figure with a raised
right hand.

Y 3

PHT members at Buddist Hermitage

Thus ended our interesting and informative visit to Lunas.

Text by Timothy Tye
Photographs by Tmothy Tve & PHT

=1 Penang Anniversaries e—
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Ist January 150 years  Penang Municipal Commission

50 years City of George Town
31st March 85 ycars Penang Cenotaph on Esplanade
31st August 50 years Independence
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Heritage Issues~ UNESCO Listing

STATEMENT BY THE PENANG HERITAGE TRUST RE. UNESCO LISTING

Wednesday 11 October 2006

~ N22 : Nation

THE STAR

Rais downplays

UN heritage bids

MALACCA: Cetting Penang  and
Malacca listed as World Heritage Sites
may not be so important after all
Culture, Arts and Heritage Munister
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim said

He said the current coaditions set
by the UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation [(Unesco) for
listing were also difficult for Asan
countnes

He sald he would propose to the
United Nations to estabhsh an Asia
Chapter for Unesco listing comprising

It would be Qirer this way. The cur
rent conditions set by Unesco are diffi-
cult for Asian countries 1o be listed.” he
said, adding that European countries
enjoyed a higher chance of being listed.

He was speaking to reporters after
the groundbreaking ceremony for the
110m-high revelving tower whach
would be buslt near the Stadhuys her-
itage rone here yesterday

Dr Rais saed Penang and Malicca had
made three joint applications and each
time Unesco came back to ask for more
data

“We gave the additional data when
asked to do so. Now, we do not have
any more new data to give.” he sad

Cunung Mulu National Park and
Kinabalu National Park have been
declared World Heritage Sites

Mak yong and orang asli Carvings
have also been proclaimed “Master
pieces of the Oral and Intangible
Heritages of Humamty™ by Unesco

On the construction of the revolving
tower, Dr Rais saud it should not be
used &8 A reason 1o reject the applica
tion for hsting

It is with great
distress that the
Penang Heritage
Trust read the
statements recently
made by the Minister
for Arts, Culture &
Heritage at the launch
of the Malacca

Tower. It is clear that
YAB Dato Rais Yatim
has been inadequately
advised by the
relevant parties as to
the actual situations
he refers to in his
statements about
UNESCO and World
Heritage Listing. This
is an international
recognition that
carries incomparable

Asian members as judges.
——— prestige and national
pride and is intently sought after by innumerable countries cach year. In fact there are so many submissions that
there is a queue for consideration and cach country is only allowed 1 submission for each of the 3 categories -
cultural, natural and mixed.

We would like to respectfully inform the Minister that far from being Euro-centric and applying Furopean standards
to Malaysia's submitted dossicrs for Penang & Malacca, the World Heritage Committee who makes the final
decisions on submissions by Statc Partics compnises 21 members representing State Parties on 6 year lerms with the
current committee having 3 Asians, 8 Afnican/Middle Easterners and 3 South Americans and is chaired by a
Lithuanian with 5 Vice-Chairmen, 1 each from India and Kuwait. Expert site assessors are from within the region and
indeed, Malaysia has a UNESCO accredited expert assessor who assesses other Asian sites that have been submitted
for listing.

Of the 16 cultural sites which were listed in 2006, 10 are non European being sites in Oman, Syria, Mauritius,
Mexico, Iran, Malawi, Ethiopia. Tanzania, Gambia and China. Even the 2 natural sites are in China and Colombia.

We would also like to inform the Minister that of the current Asian State Parties, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam all have 3 cultural sites, Cambodia & Laos both have 2, Japan has 9, South Koreas has 7, Sri Lanka
has 6, Bangladesh has 2, Nepal has 2, Pakistan has 6, China has 23 and India has 21. Even North Korea has 1.
Only Myanmar has no listed sitc and Singapore is not a signatory to the World Heritage Convention. So Malaysia
is glaring in its lack of cultural site listing, particularly when we have such important sites as George Town and
Malacca.

Yes, the criteria and demands are very high, or else why would such prestige be involved? These however are not
European standards, they are international standards of best practice and management. The standards used follow
international charters such as the Venice Charter, the China Principles, the Nara Document on Authenticity and
the ICOMOS-Burra Charter. Surely we are not now saying that if we do not meet these standards, (standards met
by all our neighbours who have such marvelous cultural and historical sites) they are therefore useless European
standards and maybe we do not want to be listed anyway? Doesn’t this reek of sour grapes?

The public should be aware that our dossiers were retumed because they were technically incomplete. We did
not include Management Plans and UNESCO remains very concerned that sites listed must be protected by laws
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Heritage Tssues

and clear management plans. We have been informed
by various parties that the writing of these plans has
been assigned and will be ready for re-submission by
the last quarter of 2006. Are we now being informed
that they are not ready?

The Penang Heritage Trust must also add its voice to
those raised over the planned Malacca Tower. We are
of course convinced of its unsuitability to the spirit
and place of Malacca’s historical district and cultural
heritage. ‘Tourism products’ are very dangerous in a
heritage site. It is the heritage itself that attracts
visitors and the more authentic it is, the greater its
attraction. Visitors who have taken the effort to come
to Malacca to view its cultural heritage will be
horrified by the Tower. We in Penang have our
Komtar to contend with, but at least it was done 30

years ago, at a time when we didn't know better. How

do we cxplain the Malacca Tower in 2007 especially
when we have already submitted ourselves to vie for
prestigious World Heritage Listing?

16" October 2006

Cultural Apocalypse i
Let us not mourn
. the passing of Bok House '
- College General, tramcars
| rainforests, ronggeng
wayang kulit, opera
| mak yong, boria, the stage....

The worst is yet to come. 1

This is the age of MAMMON
not conservation

where profit & percentage |
will ever trump

culture & heritage....

Cecil Rajendra
2007

STRAITS TIMES

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2006

Preserving
the past

NOW that the dust from the rubble that once was
Bok House has settled, it seems clear that differ-
ent people put different values on heritage. In
campaigning to preserve the grand mansion,
conservationists ted that its architectural,
social and historical value made it a priceless
treasure which had to be protected at all cost. In
deciding not to step in to save it from the bulldoz-
ers, as they could have by classifving it as a her-
itage building under the National Heritage Act
2005, the authorities probably decided that the
price lag for acquiring and restoring it to its for-
mer glory was too high. In resisting the pleas not
to demolish it, the trustees of the building were
banking on high-rise development rather than
the commercial value of Bok House as a heritage
building. What therefore seems to have spelt the
demise of Bok House is its location on prime land
in the city centre, which makes it financially pro-
hibitive for the government to save it and too ir-
resistible for real-estate developers to ignore.

In the past, when pre-war buildings and colo-
nial bungalows were [lattened to make way for
shopping malls and condominiums, the finger
was often pointed at the absence of legislation al-
lowing the government to intervene. But the de-
molition of Bok House shows that changes (o the
law can only do so much, While it s true, as the
case of the Coliseum in Kuala Lumpur and the
observation tower in Malacca illustrate, that the
authorities don’t always get their priorities rilp'n
when it comes to heritage preservation, the fact
is that with about RM100 million set aside under
the Ninth Malaysia Plan, the government can
gm:\mnough money W conserve all the

can be argued to merit protection.
What it means is that when endangered build-
ings stand on prime property, it will always be an
uphill struggle to save them when their private
owners are neither willing nor able to keep them
in good condition.

It also means that rescuing old buildings from
certain ruin is no simple matter. As the success-
ful restoration of Suffolk House in Penang illus-
trates, public participation and the help of pri-
vate corporations would be vital. There have
been many other successes of private-led her-
itage conservation. If it is any consolation at all,
the loss of Bok House will have generated greater
awareness of the need of conservation. With the
battles that lie ahead to preserve the past for pos-
terity, private initiatives and public support
would be crucial.
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Just how safe
is our heritage?

IT5 really disheartenng to read the
news about Bok House dermolition
Heritage body upset by demolition
of Bok House, The Star, Dex 16]

When the whole nation ts busy
relerg down the cartans of 2006
cefebrating the arrival of year 2007
as Viee Malaysia Yeor. we are secung
the demolivon of another national
Defitage structure

Herrtage bunldings were built by
cexr forelathers and they tell stories
of how our Bation was bullt.

They are the hving entity that
reflect how and what our nation was
e

No doubx our nation ts moving
towards modeTnEation

Maore and more SEySKrapens ane
mashrooming bus 2 the ame time
wr are seeing more and more her-
itage bonldmgs beng torn down. I§
thas the price we need e pay for the
sake of modemesation?

Next year is Visit Malysa Year
2007 Teunsts fmen 28 over the
world are keen 10 know and learn
more about our nation's hensage, the
legacy left by oux Ferefathers. They
are not here to see skyscrapers.

¥ we can salvage these heritage
Bufckngy and tum thee into a7
gallery, M of heritage hotel.
' sure thas will be
anothey Wourtst destinatica where
WY Can grnerate revenoe

Singipore 8 2 modern ity yet
when you walk around the cty, you
can sl see many hentage builldengs
of the cotomial days that are well
protected and being transformed
neo galleries. Why are wr sacrifiomg
out treasured asiets when cur
negghibour 18 busy salvagang them?

When Sir Stamiard Raffles sow the
dernolition of Malacca Fort by the
Bnush, he quickly ordered the
demuolityon to be wapped even
though it was not a Bretish kegacy

He saw the histong value and the
essence of it even though what was
left was only the A Famasa Gate

Today, thanks to the intervention
of Sir Stamdord Raffles, we are able
to see the magnificent A Famosa
Gate which atttacts thoussnds of

Tourist 1o Mals(ca e3ch year
Lnoking af the present sinaation,
we cannot be sure that ope-day
buiidings e Carqosa Sri Negara, 5ol
Perdana, St jora's watinutson, and
Victoria bnstitution will not face the

o —

tosvmmt-mmmmu;m,ummummmmM
rotion was like

same Late 22 Bok House,
Alter Al Victona krstitobon s st
wated on a prime Land

WONC WENG YEW,
ipoh.

- Bok House
too rotten,

to save

Pauline Puah

KUALA LUMPUR: The Culture Arts And
Hertage Ministry decided not 10 list Bok
House as a hentage builiding under the
National Heritage Act (NHA) because
architectural and engineering reports it
received concluted that the structure was
severely deteriorated, rehabilitation cost
was too high, and the house had no
Histoncal sgnificance
IS pust 0ne hOus® In town which is nice
10 see but structurally defective Based on
the reports, we utilised the provision of the’
oW ACT NOL 1O St it as a national hertage
'm,” he said at a press conference
e a National Aris A
WWOCALON Ceremaony
It°s yust a house beionging 10 a well-1o
4o man in 1own Raving some omamental
set-up in the facade as well as on the out
yde The (bullding's) corrosion was very
wevere. Apart from that. there
oritenbon withun the tamily” he said
He said hertage iovers should be obwe

festercay ademy

was

tve about the minssiny’s reponts. adadng that
ity Al 0 U OISCretics ks [
IS0
The }
i On HYY
OGS Uy the ALCT 88 a hentgpe ste !

ministry iff April this year by Badan

warlsan Malaysia, Howoever, Rals said the
ministry had already made its deces
APtember 1ast year

Last Thursday, contraciors started
teanng down the house and by Sunday, the
house of Cycle and Carriage empire tycoon
Chua Cheng Bok was just a pile of rubble

Conservationists and architects have
expressed regret, and questioned the lack
o political will involved in enforcing the Act

Asked why the minstry oid not announce
s decison earher, RS sakd. “Because it (i
10t deem it fit 10 dO SO IS just another
Dumiching. ~

» 110 Page 10

Historian: Bok House important part of KL’s history

KUALA LUMPUR: Bok House
gt horse D mively 2 rich
man's house, but the manson
still warranted conservation,
s the Malwyyiun Wettute of
Architecns

Its president Dr Tan Loke Mun
sl the bubding was amoeg
several houses owned by e
wealthy and  fomeed  the
streetsonpe of hilsn Ampang.

He sald soch  Daskdings
should be preserved i the
Government  was  sefioas

about heritage sonsm,

“There & nothng wrong with
E twlng 2 fich man's bome &
shows the Mestyle of olden
days” Be snd yesterday in
reipoace 1o 4 statement by
Culture, Arts and  Heritage
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Kais
Yatim

Buk House bult by piwlin-
chropre Chua Cheng Bok which
s demolished by K1 Cry Hall
on Doc 15 was considenad by

muany a5 having heriage value, 1o miet Dy Ras to distus the

However, on Tharsdiy Dr
Fais chalimnged diserters o
grove (hut Dok Houwse was of
Festoncal value,

“if avpone can ootne formard
and show the histone ugufi-
cance of the beslding. | would
ke 1o see b FAERE I e e
sad the miniser

He sivo described the bedld-
mg ¥ just 2 ouse belonpng
o2 rich maa ™

Dy Tam sond PAM was wiling

ok Meuse maw snd other his
worcally sagnificant buiklings
that shoold be presenvnd

“We shoeld do somethog
telore other builGngs are
destroped” sild v Tan who

to KL history a5 well ai e
whole dm{ﬂpmml of Am
pang” he said, adding that
Ampang used 1 be Boe o

the elite
He sk Bok House was buik

@ rd deapp * that
PN wis e conselted before
Pok Hosze wat Somnadlahed
Histersan  yol  Emmermus
Doaeash O Khaoo Kay Kim said the
Boriesd wak mone than just a nch
man's house.
"The house was apnificaat

oy who was sysodiy-
mous with the development of
Kuals Lumpns

“Thoa wis the s W dre-
dece 3 bus service o Kuala
Lompuor before Weeld War Lin
fact. the ricksdaw pulless of
the ary neted becasse of the

thieat to eir Bveiihood” e
saud

The Government. he sond
should pat 2 swp e demaltnn
of hatorical 5> a5 they
werr part of history

Hertage enthusiast Datin
Halenah Mohd S, however,
dpred with Dr Ras that the
Poourst Gd ROT hive any Mstor-
cal sigaficance.

*Beader  its  archetecrural
splendonr, what histoncal ws-

e i3 there 7™ she sad
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_20 Focus

MU OF QLD AND NEW, The Asin Herfage P of trardy brs 30 reitaurants bis esn sdage-
40 o catar to Ry mews occipants 3t e oxpene of R Juttanticity, = STAZpw by ART OWN

Saved from
demolition

Recent history suggests that Bok House could have been saved.
RASHVINJEET S. BEDI looks at a few 3 few past instances where
heritage buildings that were marked for demolition escaped
being torn down.

OST towents to Kuals Lumgen wall
M Bhedy take 2 walt oo the X1

\'m-nul(l(( Imtersperied between
thewe two megs structuees s obd bt teasts
fud baldngs axh as the Mulnysan Tourist
Ceatre and the Pakerinl HEY Commissos,
And, upl recently, Bok House

Acveeding to Aurad Najb Asitfia, & fee-
Lusce herdtige wrlter, iesearcher and tourist
paide, olad bran b gy fascmvate towenty,

“Whenever we pasuad by Bok House, pasphe
sy & looked imeresting Althowgh & was
abadonsd, | could sland eve ng them
with a story abost the house foe 30 mimes. |
wrd to end my story by saying that | boged &
would be restoced one day, Now, | can't sy
there used 0 be 3 house heve.

“Tosrst biociuses always (ke our dties i
Dursiag 4 reix of the obd and pew. K i ret to 4
corlan rxiene, but beco: Tess and lows frge,
I am mot sganst new bakdngs. | am sganst
dmiroyng the ol in chasng the new” s
Abmad

Chaa Cherg Bok, who co eunded ) busiess
= 1899 aod buik @ up ngs 2 suocesslul eter
prie that came 10 be knows & Oxle B
Carriage, commonced (omstrction of Bek
Hezase wy Aerparsg Roedd in 1006 ard the buald-
g was completed in three years

Severey-seven yoars Lier. Bok House was
soen down by KL Ciry Hull e Dex 15, Sollowing
a study By the Culwes, Arts and Hesiage
Minatry on the safety of the bubdng which
found yevers detenoration of its strecture.

Precedents bave shewn that Bok House
coudd st be standing. For intaace, e e
CGasical Loke Hall, which Rogses the
Architeas Asoclation of Malepsa [PAM), was
sand froes ol demadinen

Buik by Loke Chow Kit i 1907, Loder Hal
s conreertid to the Peraabin Mote| before it
s Leen over by PAM i 1923

In Peruiry 1960, B estate of Aln Loke
save sotioe to PAM to vacate the premines s it
wers sobd to Intan Developrnest Sda Bl for
new derelipaent

Muading 10 formiy PAM  president
Haprechar Abdhal B, pudic oatery caught
the Covermment’s XNT0N oa the mportance
of preserving herttage buthfings

KL Cry Hakk then bed by Mayer Tan S0 By
O, soquied e buikding lom S dew bip

ot and raskerred ther development rghts
i mcthey ste. Ths tninsder of nghts was
hased on the 1984 K. Sructere M, which
fave Importance to the preservation of places
and Eroctures that have hatoncsl aed srchi-
tctura! sqptifcace,

The KL Stroctre plan dso recammended
incesbves sech a3 4 paybuck scheme and L
reductions b owtrrs of these baldngs.

"We (PAM) were handed seonsbility &
Cuodan of ihe buldag” wd Hipedr

nsiead of puy g e FAM wan sesoomsiNe
fewr podind AL uphﬂpdmlmldn- Ard
¥ has et come cheap foe PAM whose mem
bers hud to rane the fanes

I 1980 almost RM285.000 wes spent o
ropait the voof that was in Segey of collagrs-
o In the mid- 19905, the Wil to tepuir & ter-
me-lafested Winber foor came up to
B (0

These wim 2bse the progosed demolton of
the Central Marko Once esed 25 3 wit maekat,
v Geemed 0 00 JORQST derve diry purpose
because there sew markets worr bt in the

ARCHITIC TURAL SHOWPRECE; v Tar mands it front of Lok Hall mhich now hasaes PAAYS

heaaquarien. The sviocaten 1otk sver the bubing o 1977 bl sinost ost Hubee
ORI wanted to demaish the buikding in 1062 — STAAL 7 ONG SION AW

mromw-mmw.anud" ;mwhm.%n&w
et theough Uve comcast of adastive smae. — $TAfMpx by KAMARLA

outhying readental ssbards

in 1953 the Urtan Deweloperent Authonty
(UDA! scguired Contral Markcet wath plans tn
dreedsp D fifth phavw of Deyabuamy which
wenhd have comisted of hghone offioss, 3
batel aad shopr. The developatest was
scrapped m 1985 due 10 2 ghit of office space
i the dty.

nead, the dovwopey proposed 1o Ui
Sorms Conlral Market info 3 ooftues] muarket.

Usder pregect coordhnator (hen Vooa Fee, a
socond hevel was added to the art deco-styled
Cenira| Market bullfing, which was dubbed
“KL's Bagpest rosmn”,

Takteg 3 mere 10 moseRs to sesfoee (if re-
operend i Acrd 1986 | el comitraction oosts
soce] A RAA Seml

“The market was saved and uhwrd
throagh the concept of adapove reuse.” sad
Hajeedar,

This concept <an be seen ot the Asan
Herdape Row dong Lden Doracsamy o Rads
Lumpusr. The Aman Merfiagr Pow comists of
pre-war vhoptionsrs that 2ave beea cogreemed

nto seslitants aond bas. Ahough parsts
Quedion O areses vakee, Wiliam Ng whe
wat bubind the Bom sy that woesthing o
betror (han sathenyg,

Toleredly & ey Bave lodl iy inmnee
wabse bt Bas anyone dene better? A et we
preserved saenethieg. Others have Imocknd
everything dows o¢ keft thisgs n dereda oo
dinon W triad 10 3t easr vy o tagade ind
e condstency of ifs ook

i JEScul ¥ not iposiible, 1o find

tepllacements kor the onpingl matenaly Alw,
u-.- braudings &d nec have the modera amen-
o3 and layoat u\nun« Joe 2 difierent oype of
Bislness of wage.” he

Thevedore, Ng wad .l-m' i 00 (hanie trt
0 knech dowm wails snd serove oy !tad
reinfiorced beams and stracture had o be
nialed 1o strengrhien the bukdng o 2ocom
modare hendieds of customers 2 one tme

50 what was difevent @out Pok House?

While the owetars had the fsal Wy, the
Mirestry study sagpested thet Bok House was
structurally unscund, Renowsed srchioect
Lagrence Lob bebieves £ could Mave been
saved.

“These arc 2o SiMoultics @ presonuton of
coesrrvalinn moek You haw % be tramed,
iﬁvﬁmﬂomd-ﬁl wrend wrk the work
methodelogy.” sad Loh who was in charge of
reptoring the Qaeong Fant Tir Mamsioa ia
Penant, wineor of Unesco’s Asla-Pacific
Hirvitage 2000 Awand for Comareshion

T Bave worked o the ment dilapechaed of
bubdings. | hwve rosurmected Suffolk House i
Penarg which was 2 ruis | restored the
Chaong Fam Tee Mandoa which had hunérad
of strectural crachs Coused bry oy -dives
pling aext doce. Bok House i3 4 relitreely

burkchng erected out of harther sate
rsl” be sand

The question &, who dud tie asessment?
The sbaation b lie 2 person who chasges his
G bocause the asboray b full” he sl

PAM preskdont D Tan Loke Mo saps the
Cosmement cosld pave meertyes to Corpery
Boas to byy these hertape butdings a0 &5 dene
in Austraba

The ceoporations would gt e same on
it and can bedld up 4 sice paece of at They
could wae it lor advertisieg ind corporate
vuntiog,” te wail
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‘Balloon better option than

Ay Regina William
NS i iy oom

INSTEAD of building a viewing tower nesar
the old Duich fort, the Malacca state
government has been urged o consider
providing helium batloon rides to visitors
who want to view the scenery.

The suggestion by the Fenang Heritge
Trust (PHT) is based on the popularity of the
belium balloon rides ot Angkor Wat tn
Cambodia.

In making the suggestion, PHT council

watch tower for M:

member Ahmad Chik said helium balloons
would be a cheaper but more atiractive

ML
Following the decision W presecve the

recenily uncovered wall of the ancient Dutch

Fort, Ahmad Chik said the balloons would
likedy be more acceptable w Unesco, sincee
Malscca'™s application for listing as a world
herftage site s pending.

“The PHT congratulates the culture, arts
and heritage minister and the Malacca state

government for the wise decision to scrap the

viewing tower lo preserve the ancient wall

Scrap the tower, use air
balloon to view Malacca

THE Penang Heritage Trust
congratulates the Minister for Culture
and Heritage and the Malacca
Government for the wise decision to
scrap the viewing tower and instead to
preserve the recently discovered wall of
the ancient Dutch fort

This is in accordance with the
well-established conservation princi-
ple: the new must give precedence to
the old.

While they are looking for another
site for the tower project, may wWe sug-
gest an entirely different approach
which will be as, if not more, attractive,
cheaper and, being less offensive visual-
ly (unlike the tower), is likely to be
more acceptable to Unesco for listing
purposes.

Angkor Wat and surrounding tem-
ples, one of the best known and most
prestigious heritage sites in our region.
has a tethered helium balloon which

can take about 20 passengers on each
10 minute trip in complete safety to a
height of 180m, giving a spectacular
view of the ruins and the entire coun-
tryside to a distance of about 20km.

It is very safe, costs very little 1o
maintain, is extremely popular with
tounists, and those who have been on it
were impressed by the sense of serenity
and comfort.

It is also acceptable to all intemation-
al conservation bodies because it is not
an irreversible intrusion into a site.

We do not know the cost but it is
very likely to be less than the RM20mil
proposed for the tower.

In addition, it will have another
advantage of being unique in Malaysia
and therefore more of a crowd puller
than a mere steel tower.

AHMAD CHIK,
Penang Heritage Trust.

alacca’

*“This is in accordance with the well
establishod conservation principle that the
new must give precedenos o the old

But instead of looking for another site
for the aborted tower, he sald PHT would
suggost the authorities consider the use of
helium balloons which will be as, if not
maore, affractive, cheaper and, kess
affensive visually,

“Anghor Wat and its surrounding
temples, one of the best knawn and most
prestigious heritage sites in aur negion
has a tethered helium balloon which can
toke about 20 passengers on each 10-
minute trip in complete safety to a height
of 150m. mving a spectacular view of the
rulns and the entire countrysade to a
distance of about 20km.

Tt is very safe, costs very litthe W
maintain, is extremely popular with
tourists and those who have been on it are
impressed by the sense of serenity and
comfort,” Ahmad Chik said,

He said all that is required Is an area
abont the size of two lennes courts and
very hittle bullding and engineering
works.

e cost would most definitely be less
than the RM20 malhion propased for the
towwer, sald Ahmad Chik

He suggested that the Malaccs state
government send o small Wwem 0 Angkor
Wi to study and evaluate the proposal.

Photo courtesy

a’s charm

Please retain Malacc
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e ez, i, 1t deoded o badd of
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the place yourh would gaxher nthe
everang Moo friesdly Srcetad] rmar hes
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Vias (ks 100 an-glarmgous ard
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it pet J1y worse, Ty e Ly
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1 40w a1 ey grasdgaremty
home 3t the foat of the buil Se. | can
Iy DG Thete & 00 wdy Ot wiull
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Bt " Gevvioped ™ meats tumming »
E0r<AAITTANg MoMT ko warre therg
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MELISSA YOONG,
Wumaln L rier
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%n‘&ye Tssues~ Statement @ Radan Warisan Mahyfm

L HERITAGE MATTERS: PROMOTING AND PROTECTING PLACE

Badan Warisan Malaysia is deeply concemned over the defimition of what is a heritage building.
The demolitions of Bok House, and those of the Metropole Hotel in Penang (1993) and the Eastern
Hotel in Kuala Lumpur (1990) were sad stories for the public.

2] Heritage has to do with our legacies. The objective of conservation is the retention of
authenticity in buildings which are repositories of knowledge, history and memories. Heritage
conservation is about cultural sustainability and the promotion of cultural rights and cultural diversity.
It is about our collective memory and celebrating our past in the present. It is about leaving a legacy
for our children and our children’s children.

3. Badan Warisan Malaysia is conscious of the urgent need to seck clarity on the issues which
were raised by members of the public when these demolitions took place. The moment is now npe to
discuss the definition of cultural significance and whose version should get the vote.

4, What is required is dialogue and discourse 10 engage with the issues expressed in the public
arena, to propel the understanding of cultural heritage conservation forward. The present condition is
testimony to the fact that our physical legacies remain fragile and highly vulnerable, especially within
the context of cconomic marketforces and real estate development. It is not an exaggeration o state
that we are fighting against time.

to read more, please visit our web site:
adanwanss my/content/?eid=163

Ahmad Sarji bin Abdul Hamid
President
Badan Warisan Malaysia
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%nfaye Dssues ~ Statement by PHT

4
C)

19" December 2006
WHITHER HERITAGE?

The Penang Heritage Trust is greatly saddened by recent events, the demolition of Bok House,
the destruction of the last remaining Hui Muslim community the Koay letty, the approval of the
Hunza/Uplands development threatening the historic St Joseph's Novitiate and Loke Mansion,
and the continued insistence of the Malacca Government, with the public endorsement of the
Ministry of Culture, Arts & Heritage, to crect a concrete viewing tower in the historic core of Malacca. All these
decisions have been made in the name of the almighty ringgit, in blatant favour of a small but obviously powerful
sector of the society and in the face of public disapproval and against public well being. The statements / excuses
given by the powers-that-be as to why these heartbreaking tragedies have been allowed to happen, range from
indefensible to just plain foolish :

- *“as long as its within the plot ratio, we can’t say no” (a clerk can calculate plot ratio, we expect our city leaders to
demonstrate a critical ability to judge what is for the greater good and the betterment of the general public, not of a
single developer. Plot ratio is a privilege not a right)

- “The Government has no money to buy all private heritage sites™ (And yet the Ministry insisted on purchasing
Coliscum? Protection of our heritage does not necessarily involve purchase. Can the Authorities not look to other
countries to see¢ what they do? Why do we always act like our problems are so unique to us? All the European
nations and Asian ones like Vietnam, have heritage sites, the site is not bought, it is allowed to engage in its
traditional usage. instead Governments offer real incentives, such as partial restoration costs, assisting with
maintenance etc)

- “we can't gazette it because its private property and because of the high cost of restoration”™, (Does the National
Heratge Act not allow gazetting of private property and since when has the cost of restoration determined the
importance of a building? PHT trembles with concern for our dilapidated heritage buildings in Penang)

- "It was unstable, there were cracks from

neighbouring piling works™ (We have many Penang Heritage Trust nat

cases of restored buildings that were a great deal

more damaged than Bok House to start off with) bqung mlnlstry S excuses

- Do we need a RM21 million viewing tower for
tourists to see historic Malacca? A clearly

determined move to eliminate any possibility of m“ﬂ.’}'% E mem
UNESCO World Heritage Listing, to leave ﬂw wme Al these m‘..ﬂ‘\."m?.“::.‘“
Penang now in limbo and ironically of course ~ Zmat et B decisions have N
removing any desire of tourists to visit a once- Feoang Herltage * Trust been made in . mﬂ;ﬂ-‘;’mm
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lampoon and mockery of restoration. And this too will of course, be considered to fulfill MPPP’s requirements
for ‘putting back the original building”.

The public has many unanswered questions, “How and when did the zoning of the Uplands site change from
educational/institutional to development land?”, “How and when did the zoning for the Turf Club change from
recrcational open space to development land?" Are the public to be consulted on a submission that proposes 32
blocks of more than 40 stories each on what was previously a green lung? Is the National land Commission on
Planning going to approve this without a public forum? The Penang Heritage Trust is very troubled about our
deteriorating quality of life, the future of our city and our legacy. We look to our leaders to be accountable and
transparent and to truly care about the people who elected them to look after that future.

19" December 2006

OPEN LETTER

HELP FOR HERITAGE BUILDING OWNERS?

The Deputy Minister of Arts Culture & Heritage Dato Wong Kam Hoong is reported to have sug-
gested, on 18" December 2006 that incentives be put in place to assist heritage building owners so
that another 'Bok House" demolition will not occur. We thank him for his kind suggestions. May we
offer our suggestions since he has chosen to mention the ‘Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion? We have
been the pioneers of ‘best practice’ conservaton, acknowledged with almost all conservation and
tourism awards both nationally and intemationally. To-day the Mansion stands as one of the most
unique and important heritage sites in the country, attracting visitors from near & far, but ....the story
has not been prefty

. VWhen the building was first purchased, the State Valuation Department would not accept
the purchase price for taxation purposes despite the sale being declared in open court. {
They insisted on valuation at development value per sq ft even though the house had a
Section 4 under the Land Acquisition Act on it and it was sold with a household of 34 illegal
tenant familias.

B Plans were submitted 10 re-buid a garden wall demolished when Farquhar Street was ex-
tended in the 1970's. After more than 2 years and no approval, we proceeded to construct
due 1o security reasons, we were of course heavily fined

| . All imported restoration materials were taxed despie our declarations of restoration needs

| . As soon as restoration of the fabric was completed and the Mansion won the Pertubuhan

| Akitek Malaysia's top award for Conservation, the neighbouring hotel proceeded in 1996, to
i construct a multi-storey car park using hammer piling. The Mansion cracked extensively |
and structurally. Despite winning the case at the highest courts of the land, 10 years |ater

we have yet to receive a cent in compensation |

Dato Wong from Penang, has suggesied a reduction of assessment, we are of course grateful for |
any handout but we must point out to him that the Maylis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang as well as the |
Taiping Council already has this in place. Any building owner who submits for busiding plan approval

or building permit, gets approval and conducts an authentic restoration retaning ofiginal spaces and
fabrics can apply for the assessment rebate. But this is very minimal and will in no way attract any

owner 10 conserve. The issue of the Government buying over the property does not in anyway arise 1
Heritage building owners would instead ke 10 see the following !

. assistance with restoration costs (e.g. in France —Federal Government 50%, State or Pro-
vincial Govemnment 25%, owner's costs, a mere 25%)

. assistance with maintenance costs (e.g. London gives mantenance grants)
.

. reduced property gains tax

. waiver of stamp duty

-

-

|
|
|
a reduced electncity rate .
l
a tax exemption for restoration materials & levies for foreign artisans :
pioneer status & double tax reductions (as in tounsm & industnal projects) |
. As in all heritage cities with the scarcity factor, market forces have led to very substantial increases n
{ the value of heritage buildings in George Town. This is a much better incentive but the value will only
continue 10 grow if conservation regulations are stringently and impartially enforced. The value of the
heritage building will escalate as long as neighbouring properties are similarly controlled. Noone
| would want fo invest money in restoring a site if they could not be sure that their neighbour would not |
| be allowed to have a towering high nse biock next to them

The Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion
14 Leith Street George Town Penang
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Mnternational Symposium

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
STUDIES ON HISTORICAL HERITAGE

17 - 21 September 2007 Antalya, Turkey

Research Center for Preservation of Historical Heritage, established in 2005 in Yyidyz Technical
University, organizes an International Symposium on “Studies on Historical Heritage® in Antalya. The
symposium will be as a continuation of the previous international symposia entitled “Studies in Ancient
Structures” held in Istanbul in 1997 and 2001.

Antalya, known as Pamphilia in history, was inhabited 50 thousand years ago and housed Hittites,
Phyrgians, Lydians, Greeks, Romans, Seljukians and Ottomans. From 2nd century B.C. on the name of
the place has been known successively as Attaleis, Adalia, Adalya and finally Antalya. Housing many
historical remains from these periods, Antalya is one of the most suitable places to communicate the
rapid advances made in theoretical and applied aspects of studies in preservation of historical heritage.

This symposium is aimed to provide an international and multi- g
disciplinary meeting for researchers and practitioners to present !
and discuss pasl, present and future of historical art and
architectural heritage and their environments. It will bring
together historians, art historians, archaeologists, architects,
engineers, scientists, building surveyors, urban planners, and
other specialists to exchange their analytical, experimental,
historical and constructional experiences and studies in
preservation of historical heritage. 4 - !
For more detials, visit http/Awww.shh07 yildiz.edu.tr/ Venue: Dedeman Resort, Antalya

International Conference

The 2™ International Conference on Tourism and
Hospitality (ICTH): Planning and Managing Heritage
for the Future

Universiti Utara Malaysia and the National Heritage Department,
Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage Malaysia are pleased to announce
the 2™ International Conference on Tourism and Hospitality (ICTH):
Planning and Managing Heritage for the Future to be held on 30th July at
I1st August, 2007 at Marriott Putrajaya. The theme is chosen because :
heritage forms non-renewable resources that become a subject of
conservation and tourism. In the tourism and hospitality industry of
Malaysia for example, heritage becomes an invaluable asset for enriching -
tourist experience. Recognizing this, and in

conjunction with Visit Malaysia 2007, we cordially invite all academics,
rescarchers and practitioners involved in heritage to participate in this
conference and share their experiences. Please visit our website at htp://

fpha.vum.edu.my/icth07/ for more details.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Azilah Kasim

Chairperson

ICTH2007

Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality Management
Universiti Utara Malaysia aiT w
MALAYSIA Images downloaded from

ihnu um.edu.my.icth07
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International Conference

12* INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL TRUSTS
December 3™ -5%, 2007 New Delhi, India

International National Trust Organization (INTO) is a forum that enables

conservation specialists from around the world to share experiences and best

practices, to develop collective strategies, to promote international cooperation,

INTACH and to build the capacity of new and emerging Trusts, INTO meets every two

years to exchange ideas of heritage management, conservation and latest

technologics applied in this field and other related issucs. The last two intemnational conferences were held

in Washington, D.C. in 2005 (hosted by the U.S. National Trust for Historic Preservation, with 175

international participants), and in Edinburgh in 2003 (hosted by the National Trust for Scotland, with
representation from over 40 countries),

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) has been an active member of INTO
since 2000, we have contributed major presentations to the Edinburgh and Washington meetings, organized
a regional chapter for the Asia-Pacific region, and become an active member of the INTO steering and
planning committees. INTACH was founded in 1984 in New Delhi with the vision to stimulate and spearhead
heritage awareness and conservation in India. INTACH is today the largest membership organization in the
country dedicated to conservation. A core professional staff at the headquarters, look after the Divisions,
namely, Architectural Heritage, Indian Council for Conservation Institutes (ICCI), Chapters Division,
Heritage Education and Communication Services (HECS) Division, Natural Heritage, Cultural Affairs and
Heritage Tourism Division. INTACH is a member of many important national and international organizations
and has participated in major conferences on conservation, also gamering support through its overseas
Chapters in United Kingdom, New York and Belgium. Chapters in Canada and Japan are also in the offing.
INTACH's programmes and projects aim at community development and poverty alleviation with
employment generation. (For details see www.intach.org)

The main theme of the 12" International Conference of National Trusts will be Heritage and
Development with focus on:

* Heritage and Globalization

*  Conservation of Heritage in Regions of Conflict and Natural Disasters

*  Heritage Tourism and Conservation

: . _ , VENUE

* Funding for Conservation Projects Ashok Hotel

*  Regional Cooperation New Delhi

* Heritage Education Registration fee

* Heritage and Conservation Management $ 500 only
TIME SCHEDULE

* Intangible Heritage Submission of paper:
April 30, 2007

* Legislation for Heritage Conservation Last Date for Registration: July 30, 2007

* Role of National Trusts

Registration

The registration charges for the conference are as follows:

Foreigners $500 per pax

Indians Rs 5000/- per pax

Booking for hotel and transport can be made for which payment has to be made separately by the
participants who wish to register,
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Quaint old chapel
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Penary Hill

Murder and Art Treasure on Penang Hill

A hike along the Moniot Road, the carliest surveyed trail on Penang Hill,
eventually leads to the “Christian Brothers™ Bungalow™, the hilltop retreat of the
La Salle Brothers, pioneers of education in Malaysia. Situated high on a spur
above Ayer Itam, this is no ordinary hill-station bungalow. Indeed, it has more in
common with a monastery. comprising as it does some thirty or forty rooms. The
structure appears to have been built in three stages, with two later wings
extending in line behind the original building. The two-storey buildings are of
timber construction on stone foundations. The walls of the ground floor are also
built of stone.

In front of the onginal building is a life-size statue of Christ
with arms outstretched looking out across George Town and
Ayer Itam in apparent benediction of the statue of Kuan Yin at Kek Lok Si below. The statue of
Chnist is dated A.D. 1893. At the beginning of the wooded path behind the buildings is another
statuc, this onc of Mary bearing the inscription, “A token of gratitude 21* June 1888", What act
was commemorated by this statue? What other stories does this fascinating building tell?

The caretakers will show visitors bullet holes in the wall near the spot where one of the
Brothers was murdered by communist terrorists during the 1948-60 Emergency. The incident
was reported in The Times of London on 20™ and 21" April, 1954. Ten terrorists attacked the
Brothers’ Bungalow on the night of 19" April. Two terrorists entered the reading room and ordered two brothers to
put up their hands and look at the floor. At that moment Brother Symphorien Augustus, aged 63, supervisor of
secondary classes at St Xavier’s Institution, entered the room and started to run back but his way was barred by a
terrorist who shot him. He was wounded in the stomach and taken 1o hospital via the Penang Hill Railway but died
from his wounds the next day. He is buried in Western Road Cemetery alongside his many fellow teacher Brothers
buried nearby, his grave marked by a simple stone cross without mention of the violent act that caused his death.

The Brothers' Bungalow contains more than forgotten stories and statucs.
OfT 1o one side of the original building is a small chapel. simple in design
and shom of any decoration apart from a beautiful stained-glass window in
the chanccl where once the altar stood. The window depicts the boy Jesus
with Mary and Joseph on either side. The window is in near perfect
condition, damaged slightly in one comer and with two hairline cracks in
the glass. The colours of the pieces of stained glass, however, are rich and
vibrant and in the bottom right-hand comer is the inscription J. Dobbelaere
Brugis Belgium 1907

The Belgian artist Jules Dobbelaere (1859-1916) was one of a family of
famous staincd-glass makers from the Flemish town of Bruges (Brugis).
His father Henri Dobbelacre (1822-1885) was also a painter renowned for his historical and religious scenes. He
began making stained-glass in the 1860s and Jules carried on the work after his father's death. creating gothic-style
stained-glass windows for churches in France and the Netherlands as well as Belgium, including the Cathedral of
Bruges.

Jules was commissioned to create the stained-glass windows for the new chapel to be built for the Convent of the
Holy Infant Jesus in Singapore. Work was started in 1901 and the Chapel was consecrated in 1904. Dobbelaere
also worked on windows for the chapel of the Roman Catholic boys” school in Singapore, St Joseph's Institution,
when the school was extended at the same time. His work on the windows of these chapels in Singapore must
have led to his creating the stained-glass window of the La Salle chapel on Penang Hill. Perhaps further examples
of this famous Belgian artist’s stained-glass masterpicces are 1o be found in other Roman Catholic institutions in
Malaysia, such as St Michacl’s Institution in Ipoh or St John’s Institution in Kuala Lumpur as well as Light Street
Convent and the endangered St Joseph's Institute in Pulau Tikus. More research is needed to identify, document
and conserve such treasures,

Tex: by Leslte A.K. James | Photographs by Harry Sutton



Tourist guides prefer to call it cemetery tourism.
Others say it is essentially meant for ‘tomb
travellers’.

But tourism authoritics at the idyllic Himalayan Indian
state of Himachal Pradesh are loathe to woo British
tourists with such macabre sounding pitches.

So they are telling them a visit to the state’s many
European graveyards is an added ‘bonus’ on their
itinerary.

According to official estimates, there are some 10 main
*European’ graveyards in the state, which mainly house
the remains of British people who died in India.

The London-based British Association for Cemeteries in
South Asia (Bacsa), however, estimates the state has a total

of 42 such cemetenics. Many of them are open to the public,

although new burials no longer take place there.

Rosie Llewellyn-Jones of Bacsa says the rising interest
among British tourists in travelling to graveyards of
ancestors is due to “often an inbuilt love of cemeteries
among the British people™ and a “huge boom™ in
genealogy and rescarch into one’s ancestors,

“A large number of British pcople had relatives who
served in India, not just as officials, but as soldiers,
shopkeepers, traders, tea planters, forest officials,
teachers, missionaries, photographers,” she says.

“Tourists and researchers are going to India to find and
photograph the graves of their ancestors, and also to see
the places where their ancestors lived and worked, so
there is a spin-off cffect.”

Vandalised Local tourism officials say many British
tourists ask tourist guides to take them to the graveyards
of their ancestors.
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éThe cemeteries were
deliberately created to
be like a little part of
England ** Rosie

Llewellyn-Jones, Bacsa

To take advantage of this growing interest,
this tourist-friendly state - last year
Himachal Pradesh attracted 7.3 million
tourists, including 300,000 foreigners, and
tourism contributed 8% to its gross
domestic product - is now embarking on
documenting and restoring these
graveyards.

Authorities and experts alike agree that
many of the cemetenies are in a derelict state and
urgently need restoration and maintenance - one official
says stones have been stolen and the graveyards have
been vandalised.

Local historian Raja Bhasin has been commissioned to
document the European graveyards, to make the
information easily accessible to foreign tourists and to
begin proper restoration work

The cemeteries he 1s working on include four in the
state capital, Shimla. The oldest one in Shimla dates
back to the 1820s with a dozen graves and monuments.

“The dead have a mixed profile. We have an entire
British family that dicd of cholera, for example. Ata
cemetery in Kangra fort, the dead are all British
soldiers,” he says.

Tourism chief Tarun Sridhar says that visits to ancestors
graveyard could casily become part of the state’s
*heritage tourism circuit’,

“We are not going to be hard selling it with such names
as cemetery tourism,” he says.

For many British tourists, this will come as good news -
there is an expected upswing of British tounsts to India
in 2007, which will mark the 150th anniversary of what
the British call the Indian Mutiny, and Indians call the
first war of independence.

“In hill stations in northern India the cemeteries are very
similar to our British cemeteries. They were deliberately
created to be like a little pant of England, a *foreign ficld
that is for ever England’ as the poct said, and so we feel at
home there,” says Bacsa’s Rosie Llewellyn-Jones.

By Soutik Biswas BBC News, Delhi

Most of the graveyards need restoration and upkeep Pics:
Rajeev Sood
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Chinese hero’s memory burns bright in Penang house
By Niluksi Koswanage
Reuters
Wednesday, January 3, 2007; 3:23 AM

PENANG, Malaysia (Reuters) - The fate of China's

last imperial dynasty was sealed in an unlikely place
an indigo-blue shophouse jammed into a bustling

commercial street on the Malaysian island of Penang.

Here, carly in the last century, Chinese revolutionary
leader Sun Yat-sen, shattered by the strain of leading
ninc failed rebellions against the country’s crumbling
Qing dynasty, broke down and begged discouraged
supporters to aid him one last time.

I will not trouble you again,” historian Khoo Salma
Nasution quoted the distraught 44-year-old as telling
the Chinese migrant merchants who had funded his
cflorts.

“The rest was history,” she added. “The money raised
from his supporters funded two rebellions in 1911,
which overthrew the Manchu dynasty and made him
China’s first provisional president.”

Sun, the father of the revolution that toppled China's
last emperor in 1911, died in 1925, and is a hero in
China despite being the former leader of the
Kuomintang, or Nationalist Party, defeated by the
Communists in 1949,

The 1910 meeting with his backers in Malaysia,
known to history as the “Penang Conference,” was
held in utter secrecy in Sun’s headquarters on
Armenian Street, crowded round with secret society
dens and temples built by migrant Chinese traders.

Sun, a Western-educated physician exiled by the Qing

government, plotted the Canton
uprising from his base in the
bustling then-British-controlled
port of Penang on the west coast
of colonial Malaya.

Few traces of the dynamic leader
remain, apart from an exhibition of
photographs that commemorates
his brief stay on the island, where
Sun had sought refuge from the
Manchu-dominated Chinese
government.

Yet the house, with its narrow
passages, small courtyards,
winding staircases and hidden
rooms, bears powerful testimony
to the secrecy that surrounded
Sum’s revolutionary activities.

“This was his life. It was always in the shadows,” said
Khoo, whose family has owned the house since it was
bought in the 1930s by her grandfather, an arms
dealer who wanted a place to store his stock.Now,
almost a century later, Khoo's shophouse serves a
different purpose as the home of the Lestari Heritage
Network, which runs a program of heritage
conscrvation projects around Asia, as well as a
publishing firm, to document its activitics.

The network, run by Khoo, has helped fund cfforts to
restore heritage buildings in former mercantile and
colonial centers in India, Indonesia, Pakistan and
Thailand.

Agencies such as the Japan
Foundation and the New York-
based Institute for Cultural
Enterprise have helped provide the
funds.

$ “Sun Yat-sen used the shophouse
as a base for his revolutionary
activities,” said Khoo. “We are
coming full circle with the
shophouse as a center for heritage

conservation.

She added, “My family thought I was crazy to spend
so much money and effort to restore the shophouse.
But they now realize this shophouse could have been
lost forever if nothing was done.”
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She declined to say how much she had invested in the
project. Her efforts have paid off.

China officially recognized the site when President Hu
Jin Tao visited the shophouse in 2002 and presented a
commemorative plaque to Khoo. At the time, Hu was
China’s vice-president.

But other sites in Penang associated with Sun have
slowly begun to disappear. Sun’s house, located in a
different part of Georgetown, has long since been
demolished.

Sun held secret gatherings in Penang to spread his ideas
about overthrowing the Qing dynasty and canvassing
for funds.

He was able to tap into the sentiments of the vibrant
Chinese migrant community, which was bitterly upset
over news that their home country had been ravaged by
famine and torn apart by civil war and clashing
warlords.

“These buildings can piece together Sun's Malaysia
story but they face an uncertain future,” said Khoo,
lamenting that agencies of the state and federal
government had shown little interest in conservation
efforts in Georgetown.

“People here are slow to realize that Penang has such
links to international history. It is a shame.”

But one proof of Sun’s presence in Penang sull lives
on, in the form of a Chinese newspaper launched in the
shophouse for distribution among his supporters.

Today, the paper, which features Sun's calligraphy in
its masthead, is Malaysia’s longest-running Chinese
daily with a circulation of up to 72,000 in 2005.

“Sun Yat-sen knew how to move the hearts and pockets
of the overseas Chinese with his speeches,” Khoo said.
“The newspaper brought it to another level. Now, that’s
all we in Malaysia have of him."

Photo cowrtesy of The Star

IT IS JANUARY 2007!!

IF YOUR PHT SUBSCRIPTION HAS NOT
BEEN PAID, WE CAN NO LONGER
AFFORD TO SEND YOU THE
NEWSLETTER OR SITE VISIT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The PHT has one of the lowest NGO subsciptions
-RM3 a month - but we DO depend on them to keep

going.So, if you enjoy the site visits & the newsletter, if

you appreciate the projects that have been carried out, if

you share in the vision for George Town and if vou

believe that PHT is doing a good job. but that a lot more

needs to be done... THEN DON'T FORGET 1o pay up

your subscriptions

Admission : RMS$50

Annual subs: RM36

Overseas postal surcharge [Please NOTE]
RM14 annually for Asia, Australia, N.Z.
[RM36 + RM14]

RM 24 annually for rest of the world
[RM36 + RM24]

Enquiries : phtrust@streamyx.com

Tel: +604-2642631 (Magdeline/ Sheau Fung)
Just send your cheque to :

The Penang Heritage Trust

26 Church Street

10200 Penang

1. St Anne Church Bukit Mertajam

2. Heritage Trail of Balik Pulau

Future Site Visits: !
!
|

3. God of Heaven Temple “Tee Kong |
Tua’ at Ayer Itam

T ——

4. Sungai Bakap Kee Estate (re-visit)

W

Taiping Heritage Trail

6. Telok Bahang and the Nature
. Reserve Park

7. Lighthouse and Fort Cornwallis !
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GEORGE TOWN CITY STATUS

Penang
forgetting
its history

Trust: Where's the celebration?

PENANG: The Perang Henage Trust
(PHT) hus slammed the state gov-
ernment for Dot of, any spe-
aal event to celebrate polden
jublilee of George Town's Cty status
and the 150th anniversary of the
state's municpul status

Describing it as 3 “mis-opportuni-
ty.” PHT trustee Datuk Anwar Fazal
sand 2 mammoth celebraton was held
50 years ago to mark bith cocisons.

“The cemtenary ceélebration of
Penang’s municgal statas was held
from Jan 1 to Jan 3, 1957, and the
grand eccasion was attended by
some 3,000 dignitacks including the
sultans from sevweral states,

“There wete chingay demonsra-
tions, 3 decorated vehice proces-
sion, wayang dulir Gsplays and
cross-chanoe] swirmeming matches.

"Puring the celcbration,
Tommmalw;unted ary status by
England's Queen Eluzabeth

“Sadly, we seem to hawe forgotten
both history events s there is noth-
ng planned by the state to mark this

»These streets
should each
have a birth
certificate to
note its origin«

DATUX ANWAR FAZAL

N

nocasion,” be told newsmen in front
of Gty Hall yesterday,

Anwar suggested hat the Fecerad
Government burch 3 nsticnal pro-
Joct fioe every state to publish 3 book
on the history of its streets and
places of interest.

“These streest should each have 3
turth certificate to note #s ongon and
sory. If we understand our past. we
will be able to miore iffectvely
for the fture.” ke sid.
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Temple gets
Unesco award

It's the only Southeast Asian recipient
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Katz §
Street §

Statistics for Penang Shophouses demolished in 2006 (more than 80% demolished or rebuilt)

218 Jin Dato Keramat

Lot 496, 513 JIn Dato Keramat
No. 304 Jin Dato Keramat
Birch House, Jin Dato Keramat
Next 1o Birch House

Neat to 203 Hutton Lane

No. 112 Hutton Lane

Sck Kebangsaan Sri Tanjong
Katz Street

155, 157 & 159 Camavon Si
6, 8,10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 28, 32,
& 34, 36 Magazine Road

20 & 22 Queen Street

27 King Street

Camavon Sureet

Buckingham Street

Camavon Lane

1A, 1B Kek Chuan Lane

Shophouse (3 units)
Shophouse (2 units)

Malay Bungalow (1 unit)
Row of shophouses (14 units)
Row of shophouses (13 units)
shophouse (2 units)
shophouse (2 units)
Bungalow (1 unit)

Row of shophouses (10 units )
row of shophouses (10 units)

Shophouses {12 units)
Shophouses (2 units)
shophouse (1 unit)
shophouse (9 units)
shophouse (16 units)
shophouse (1 wit)
shophouse (2 umits)

TOTAL 96 UNKETS

%0"% delmolished’ rebuilt
1007 demolished’ rebunlt
100% demolished
100%% demolished

1007 demolished’ replace

90% demolished’ rebutht
90%% demolished’ rebuilt
100% demolished

RO% demolished/ rebuilt
Oy demolished’ rebuilt

10025 demalished

904 demohished’ rebuilt
90%% demolished’ rebuilt
0% demolished

80% demolished

90, demolished’ rebuilt
90% demolished! rebualt

2007




that have an abiding familiarity despite the changes wrought by modem development,

Julia de Bierre with photography by James Bain Smith,

Penang Through Gilded Doors,

Areca Books, George Town, Penang, 2006.

Not another Penang picture book! No, indeed. This is not just
another glossy souvenir book of the usual photographs for the tourist

market.

Julia de Bierre's book is a labour of love created by an

Englishwoman born in Penang who remains a Penangite at heart.
Julia de Bierre and James Bain Smith have succeeded in capturing
the spint of this Island, its places and its pecople through a unique
blend of narrative and photographic record. Julia’s narrative reflects
a love of Penang begun through childhood attachments and
impressions and matured through time and absences to a warm fondness and respect for those things in Penang

In the thematic approach

adopted by Julia and James the book presents a series of chapters that unite the historical, cultural, architectural,
religious and ethnographic in a coherent and very pleasing blend. Penang Through Gilded Doors is a book 1o

savour and treasure,

The book is a first for a Malaysian publisher, printed and published in both an English edition and a French edition
(Penang — La porte des secrets) by Penang's own Areca Books for release in Malaysia and France. The book was
officially launched in Penang at the Town Hall on 7* December 2006 by H.E. the Governor of Penang. The
official launch of the French edition took place in Paris on 18" October in an arrangement with Tourism Malaysia
following a soft launch at the Alliance Frangaise in Penang on 13® October.

Text by Leslie A.K. James

Photo Courtesy The Star

Penang Global Ethic Project

Living harmony at our doorsteps

THE Penang Heritage Trust (PHT), as an NGO
committed to Penang's cultural heritage, would
like to record our support for the Global Ethics
Project (GEP) sponsored by the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation (KAF) which was 50
unfairly criticised by a Penang Umno delegate
at the party’s general assembly recently. The
background preparation and objectives of the
project have been clearly explained by the KAF
Malaysian representative Peter Schier

The PHT supported the project in Penang by
including a “World Religious Walk™ for schools
by taking advantage of the existing religious
institutions along Jalan Mesjid Kapitan Kling, a
street that our tourism department has proudly
Ccalled Penang’s “Street of

As all Penangites know, religious instunmons
along that unique street include the Kapitan
Kling Mosque, the Anglican Church, the Kwan
¥in Temple and the Sn Maha Marlaman Temple,
all historical institutions established In the 19th
cantury. As the Trust has a working relationship
with most of these institutions, we made
arrangements for their guardians to brief the
studonts during the tour

During the six-week duration of the GEP exhi
bition last year, more than 400 students were
showm the exhibition followed by 8 tour of these
mstitubions. The response was most gratifying
in terms of the students’ feedback and the
resulting demand for these tours.

However, when the idea was mooted that
these activities could be made a regular feature
of the school's extracurnicular activities, we

informed that certain officials in
- chxge of islamic affairs had raised strong objec-
tions and we had to stop.

This directive clearly runs counter to our
declared national policy to cultivate a sense of
unity amidst diversity that is being promoted by
the Ministry of National Unity. Penang can lay
claim t0 be a moded society where for genera-
tions different communities have lived cheek by
jowl in perfect harmony. Even in our tourism
brochures, we declare Malaysia to be Truly Asia,

Knowing the mindset of Penangites, | can
confidently say that this kind of sentiment does
not réprasent the mainstream Malays in Penang.
Sadly, it seems that these minorty voices have
organised themsetves so well as to give that
totalty faise impression to the govermment. This
trend to treat any activity where people of dif-
ferent religious affilations can interact with each
other as ¢quals as a threat to national security,
must be resisted

We must see such actions in their true light.
That is, an effort (o divide and isclate individual
communites for the selfsh interests of certain
groups who seek to divide and rule, an age-old
strategy used by the colonial powers

Tunku Datuk Dr ismail Tunku
Mohammad Jewa

Projekassseses:
Etika G

SR TL B e s

oA+ BDuH

g2

b4
i
{
[
i
.
:
[
.

2
B

Photo Courtesy of
Lestart Heritage Network
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NEWS

Paris has inaugurated a modern electric tram line along a section of
the city’s inner ring road, the first time trams have run in the city

since 1937,

Mayor Bertrand Delanoe rode the first tram on the new T3 line, built to

offer Parisians environmentally-friendly public transport. The line is set to §

carry 100,000 people a day along a crowded scction on the Left Bank of

the Seine.

The opening was boycotted by right-wing opposition parties. They have
opposed the 300m euro ($400m; £200m) development, calling it a waste

of moncy.

Issue No.89 | Janua

Paris welcomes trams back to town

Saturday, 16 December 2006

But Mr Delanoe defended the tram project, the largest public transport project for Paris since the city’s ring road
was built in the 1970s. “We need to respond to pollution with action, it's a necessity of public health and

civilisation,” he said.

World approval

Tram lines

| already run in
| some
suburban
areas outside
Paris’ city

| limits.

But the new
tram is the
first within
the metropolitan area since Paris’s extensive tram
network was finally closed just before World War 1.
Those trams, which began as horse-drawn carriages,
ran from the mid-19th Century and predated the city's
underground Metro system,

The new line runs through 17 stops in the city's 13th,
14th and 15th arrondissements, to link the Garigliano
bridge on the city’s western edge with the Porte d'Ivry
to the south-east. There are plans to expand the

network to other areas of the city. Journeys on the new

line will be free during the tram’s inaugural weekend,
with fares after that costing the same as the bus line
the tram has replaced.

The mayors of Beirut, London, Montreal, Barcelona,
Bamako, Stockholm and Antananarivo were in Paris
for the opening ceremony.
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Diplomats by Default
14th October, 2006

Diplomats by Default, a public 1alk by Dr. Anita
Hibler, member of the Indonesian Historical
Society and co-author of Elephants for Mr.
Lincoln: American Civil War-Era Diplomacy in
Southeast Asia. Dr. Hibler gave an interesting and
colourful account of the activities of American
missionaries and merchants in SE Asia, with
particular reference 1o Penang and the Straits
Settlements, in the 19 century.

eSS EBOREBSTElISTEIETOSIRPETOSINDODTERNIDBDEDS

Trams in George Town
7th November, 2006

In his public talk on Trams in George Town, Ric
Francis, co-author of Penang Trams, Trollevbuses &
Railways: Municipal Transport History 1880s
elicited media
interest in the
idea of
reintroducing
trams to Penang.
He suggested the
usc of the
original tramway
from Weld Quay,
part of which was |
uncovered during
recent road works
at Chulia Street
and Penang
Road. (See page
27)

-

Newsletter Guest Editor-Leslie A K. James

Undexs specificatly stated, the views and opinions expressed in the articles are the author s own and do not
necexsarily represent the views and opinions of PHT

1963,

Phuket’s Baba Heritage
13th December, 2006

{ % — Public

b E ““1]  presentation on
. | Heritage of
Phuket Baba.
Despite a heavy
downpour, an
B audicnce of more
| than 50 people,
mainly from the
Straits Chinese
Assaciation but also including PHT members and
media reporters, reflected a strong community interest
in Baba-Nyonya heritage. The programme began with
a demonstration by Michael Cheah on how to wear
traditional nyonya kebaya attire, using two “models”,
Sheau Fung and Mag. Khoo Salma Nasution, herself a
nyonya, gave a talk on Penang-Phuket historical
connections and the heritage of the ‘Phuket Baba’®, a
project she researched in 2005 as an Asian Public
Intellectual (API) Fellow,

Dr Pranee Sakulpipatana from Phuket highlighted the
Baba Peranakan Convention to be held 1-3 December
2006 in Phuket. She was accompanied by Dr Kosol, vice-
president and chairman of Phuket Baba Peranakan
Convention Committee, Mrs Suwalai, Director Tourism
Authority of Thailand, and three other representatives
from Tourism Thailand. In a lively presentation, they
outlined the interesting seminar programme and visit
package planned for the convention. Their enthusiasm
aroused strong interest in the audience and further
strengthened the historic ties between Penang and Phuket.
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HIRED KILLER

The Hired Killer
3rd December, 2006

Public screening of The
Hired Killer by local film
maker Julian Cheah, a film
shot entirely in George
Town, featuring heritage
arcas and landmarks.

Printed by Jutaprist, Penang



