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'THE PHT·HSBC L1VI G HERITAGE TREASURES OF PENANG' AWARDS 2007 
The Penang Heritage Trust & the HSBC Bank Malaysia pay tribute to our local people 

The PHT announces the law,ch of the PHT·H BC U,'ing JlcrUage TrCaJlU rCS or Pcnang Awards 2007. 
PHT members aTe invited to nominate experts in variou field~ ueh a., visual arls, tmditional craft and 
trades. culinary skills, mania I arts. litemturc. performing arls in any area that pcssonifies the cullUml 
heritage of Penang. 

The holders of the 2005 & 2006 awards arc Dato' Cbuah hean Teng· Balik Art' I, Clkgu 8abroodin
Cultural expert. Mr. lim Bian am- Chef £rlroortiinaire 0/ Pellang cuisine. fr. Yeap eong Kec
Penang $ most" nowned N)'onya Kebayo designer. Mr. Kok h' ah - Pencmg s last hand-can'ed 
signboard maker. 1dm Ooi ew Kim - Puppeteer/ singer! story-teller/ owner 0/ the last remaining 
Hokkien Puppet Opera Troupes. 

EDITORIAL 
The ew Year begins with the cause of heritage conservation in Malaysia confronting a challenge that is nothing 
shon of a crisis (which we have documented in the pages of this i ue of our newsletter). While heritage 
conservation has long been an uphill struggle in the face of a powerful. self-intcrc too "de elopmenC lobby that 
has the ear of govemment. event during 2006 raised serious doubts whether govemment has any rcal comlmtment 
to heritage conservation. i.e .. whether the political will e ists at all to give~¥III'ession to heritage in public 
policy. adly. these doubts have decpcncd ince the ationa l Heritage Act 2005 was gazclled in March 2006. 

Alarm bell mng on 10· October when the Ilture. An & Hentage Mini ter participated in a ground-breaking 
ceremony for con tntction of a IIO-metre viewing tower to be built in the hean of old Malacca. That any authority 
suppon ing falacca' bid for U E CO World Heritage Site listing could even contemplate approving a project so 
obviou .Iy li kely to put the UNE 'CO bid at ri k defics belie( That a mini ter respon ible for heritage would then 

,9ndo e the project in a public ceremony i doubly incredible and of pecial concem to Pcnang ince George Town 
IS t,- inned with falacca in the application for U E CO Ii ting. To make malte:rs worsc lhe Minister reportedly 
said that Ii tlng for Penang and Malatca might not be 0 imponant after all. He went on to claim that conditions 
set by U E CO for Ii ting were difficult for A ian countri , to meet. an a senion that betrays hockingly poor 
advice and a complete lack of knowledge of lhe true ltuahon In the region. 

The ncxt blow to heritage conservation was delivered in nud-Decembcr when the Kuala Lumpur city authori ties 
ordered the demolillon of Bok House. a magmficent historic mansIOn which wns the first bui lding to bc nominated 
for p ervation under the ational Heritage Act. The public outcry from hi torian , architects, media, ordinary 
Citizens and hentage adv0C3t alike - hould have givcn govemment pause. Instead, puriou arguments were 
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1JNESCO Cuffurti1{eiifa e Jj ecia{;Jf (Juile tf'ro ramme 

CUlTURAl. HERITAGE SPECWlST GUIDE TRIINING & 
CEmHCAnON PROGRAMME 23-2BA/IIfI2D01 
til THE TEITIJIft WlllI.BI1II1 SITE lISTIIIC •• _1 TIWI. PHIllIe.. 

FIRST TDfE J.V MALA YSIA CO RS£ R /\' IN ACCORDA 'CE WITH THE RIGO RO(lS 
STANDARDS SET BY UNESCO, THE A IAN ACADEMY, THE l'-flMSTRY 0"- TOURl ill & 
PENA, G HERITAGE TR ST 

- Certification and Accreditation by 
U ESCO 

- Kemenlerian Pelancungan Malaysia 
(Malaysian Ministry 0/ TOllr; m) 

- Macao Institute o/Tour; m Studie (1FT) 
- Penaflg Heritage Trust (PHT) 

The PHT ha~ been entrusled by U E 0 a \I ell as the Minislry of 
Touri m "'llh the training and eenlfic31ion of U E 0 CullUral 
Heritog pecialbt Guide. Accrediled I",ine~ from wilhin PHT as 
wcll a from E CO and 1FT. together with local expens, will 

conduct the 6.day eoUl-.e. This advon cd I'r gmmm~ WIll ~omplcnwnl clii~lin nalional lt inin pro 'nmllll S a:; 
well land alone in ils ability to cenify a guide 10 opemle wuhin Georgc Town. 1\ will strengthen Ihe kills of 
exisling guid ,accredil n w peciali I guide as "ell as impro\e career prospCCts for 311 wuh internationally 
cclaimed ecnification. 

'IN'T'R{J1J1JC1'JON ?fII.('f{l 
Heril'ge itc have become the m I prominent toun.m dClotlll'lI n,III the Asi, Pa lfic regIon. Thc represent 
universal \alues mnging from Ii\ IIIg hi tone towns 10 breathtaking cullurolland,cape, 3nd slunnlllS ar hi le lural 
monument . ThC\e sites al,o bring enormous toun m revcnue. At the ame lillie. 013>>1\ e vi. Itor p"""sures 
threaten Quthenti ity nd vbitor enjoymenl as wcll a local condItions and communillC>. In re'pun", to th",c 
concerns. the U ' E CO-ICCROM A,i.n Academy for Hcnlage lal\3gem nI (AAH I). III cooperallon \\llh 
Af)B, PATA and • ESCAP. has laun hed a pion~ering. practIcal and re 'ion311y- recognized trnlnlng and 
certification programme in pannen;hlp wilh nallonallfallllllg in. tilUtl It> & local orgWliLlltions. George Town, 
renang. "ill be the pioneer site for I nlay~la. 

t;rMr.S 
To sel new tandanls which will mise professton.1 capacIty on g\lidong VI tlOrs at he.ilage .ite •. The prog ... .unme 
3IDIS to provide Ule highcst level of \ i itor expenence, to mi c awarene about cultural hcntage and consen allon 
ISSUes and to foster awareness of communilY parti ip.tion and long·term u tnonablllty ofthcse ilcs. The \ isttor 
to George Town will bencfit from Ibe best lfaIDcd cultural heritage .. 
guidCl>. 

O'87EcrwES 
TIle course aims to: 
"Enhance the vi ttor experience leading to longer stays and repealed 
"j italion 
• A si>t guide> in interpreting ttC" 
"Benefit local communities by encouraging paniclp3llon 
• id in u talning the ite by educating visito~ about cultural and 
conservalion i II a.nd I pOll ible conduct 
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The content focu on is ues concerning Touri~m at Important Heritage Site. in this parti~ular case, George 
Town, Penang. Malaysia. There are 6 ore Unit, which will be presented with a combination of Icx:ture • p[llCtical 
exerei es and field activities. Useful guidelines to a pamcular site will focus on ex pi ining significance. 
interpretation and con ervation i suc, and will include FAQ's about the site. ' 

IT I : What is the Cultural Heritage peciaJist Guide - wby are they needed? 
IT 2: nderstanding UNESCO World Heritage it - what i ignificant that mcrit~ Ii ting? 
IT 3: nderstanding & Protecting Cultural Heritage - authenticity and ho\ to ~ustain it 
IT 4 : lIeritage Interpretation - whose story and how to tell it· how to enhance visitor expenenee 
IT 5 : Influencing ,sitar Behaviour xpcricnce appropriate behaviour. alue added experience 
IT 6 : Sharing the Benefits - ,mportanee of COllllllUntty in\·olvement & direct benefit, how does a guide help? 

Certi fied guides:l well as anyone interested 10 and concented about issues of ustainable tOllrism in fragile 
heritnge 'ites and improving "isi tor experience. 
D RATION : 
10n 23rd April to Sat 2 th April 2007 ( .30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.) 

CHARG : RM600/ participant (limited to 30) 
I. CL OED I PACKA E: 
Certificates. all tr.lining material. . lunches. teas, closi ng dinner. ( ceommodation not included . may be arranged at 
di counted prices) 

ENUE : 
PHT Conference Room, 26 Church treet. George Town, Penang & various on·sitc location 
T RAI ERS: 
2 from 1FT Macao, I from U ' ESCO Bangkok. 2 from PHT. Local expem will act resource personnel. 
For further enquiries & to sign up, call Penang Heritage Trust at 6-04-2642631. c·mail phtn' strcamyx.com or 
fa 6-()4.262842I 

EDITORIAL (Continued from front ~c:.;;,ge ... ______ _ 

ad van ed that Bok House \\'~ privately~wned and that conservation would be too costly. The Hentage 
Minister even challenged critics to show him why Bok House hould have been saved. de pite his mini try 
having received a massive dossier fTOm Badan Wari an 'Ialaysia to justi fy it nomination under lhe alional 
Heritage ACL TI,e Act has been shown to be toolhless. with mini tcrial talemCntS amounting to an open 
invi tation to developers to demoli h with impunity. 

The curren I cri is bring into harp r. eus the long.festering iluation in Penang where outstanding heritage 
building.' are destroyed or are under threal. Example include lhe pastiche replica of the illegally demolished 
lIotel MefrOpole attached to the fa~adc of yet another high· risc on ortham Road: the dercl ict and collapSing 
Shih hung Branch School ; the propo cd highri e in front of Runnymede Hotel: the planned monster tower· 
block project thn:atening the fomler t Joseph' ovttiate and Chapel and the Loke Mansi()ll on Gurney Drive; 
nnd lasl but defintely not least, the proposed mass,,'e multiblock. multistorey d velopment in the current open 
space of the Turf Club. The continued lack of plonmng and a tran parent approval proce~s for development 
projects on heritage ite ' (and elsewhere. in<:ludtng recreational spaces) strengthens apprehensions that 
decisions arc made not in the public interest but for the fUlancial benefit of interested parties. 

Gllest Editor 
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Sjte Visit 1?§. art October 2.006 "'Su{fofk..lIo:JJB 

SUFFOLK HOUSE 
A party of 93 PHT member and friends came to 
cc what was going on at the site of u o lk Hou>e 

on unday. 29- October 2006. For days befol'C the 
visit. Penang had been ubjected to he3''Y rain. 
u,ually I.ning around 4 p.m. A our ,·i It was due 
to begin 3. 0 p.m. umbrellas were well 10 Ihe fore. 
but we were lucky and Ihere was no rain. In fael. 
thc sun broke Ihrough evcral lime in lh Iwo hours 
we were ther . 

Arriving on fOOl. aOer pa""ing the Malay<ian 
,ennan $QClety and Japanese A.socialLons in Iheir 

MPPP-rentl'<l buildlllgs. OUI landing colonial-slyle 
sen ior omcers' governmenl houses leI uS hope 

Ihal they and a fe\ oth r equally impressive house also receive heritag~ n:cognl1ion - wC lurned a comer and 
there wa u!folk House in all it •• lOry. dmiltedly mu h of it i liII coven."d in ,calTolding but the illillal Ight 
Wll$ memomblc. At the moment Ihis huge building IS confincd because of Ihe lack of space around It. On It 

immediule righI, and Ihat mean within 10 melres, i~ a. ehool and in front wilhin 20 metres are Iwo old sheds used 
by the conlractors carrying out Ihe loration. Behind. ulTolk House Ihe back boundary i only metres away. 

We learned from Laurence I.oh. Ihe onsultanl Arehitcct. who really knows his . lulT as 10 the 200 years hi tory of 
the place. especially the recenl SO years dIsastrous period of inaction. Ihatthere are several h tares of land in front 
and 10 onc side which are still jungl)' and wampy and which arc to be completely landscaped anew. 

This will be wonderful included in Ihi Dr~n is n SIJ\:~n\. nnd what is more. full of unbelievably clear running 
water. When I went o'er to look 3t il I saw a goldfinch. a kingfi her. a heron and a biawak (iguana). m""ing! t\ 
bridge is 10 be built over Ihe tream for visitors 10 '0 across nnd gel 3 much beller idea of Ihe aspecl llull ",ould 
have been seen by aplalll Franc I Llghl and hi s sueee r> in the I I and I centurics. Allthi is to be 
compleled in 2007. before nnd aOer Ihe omeia l open ing in March 2007. 

It wa a great shame. a related by Laurence. Ihnl ulTolk Housc. while used by the nearby school as " cantccn for 
ome years and already in a poor . Iate of mainlenllnce. wa leO 10 bccome more and m re dilapidaled. PI IT began 

cAmp.1igning in Ihe 19 Os and Jinall y plam were pul inlO elTccl e,orl), Ihi eennlry to begm re 10ratiol1. Phase 1 in 
year 2000 invo lved Ihe r toralion of the central COrC and jack roof and was financed olely by the reli ang tale 
Governmenl nllhe Cosl of RM500.000. Funhel rest rali n was nOI po"iblc 0' fund' allocated under the •• 
Malaysia Plan somehow mySleriously ·dlS3ppearcd·. Wor1c came to a tand,liII . Hopes fell oncc agam. Was uftolk 
House fated to remain as 'glorious ruins'? In 2()()4 crucial help \Va very generously gi,en by H Be Bank Bhd. 
RM2 million. and the lale Governmenl found anOlher R '11.5 million 10 complete the rest ratIOn of Ihe slruclure. 
The amounl headed would have been on iderably less if aCllon 10 reslore Ih propeny had begun m 1962. A 
public fu nd rai ing campaign is being conducted 10 raise Ihe remaining money ncccled for Ihe fil-()ut of lhe house 
involving electrical. plumbing. security and minimal fumi hin . 

renangit in particular. as well as visi lors. wi ll consider thaI thi - money well penl, and carefully spent. By thm I 
mean that as much as possible of Ihe onglllal bUIlding material have been len in place Or replaccd with similar 
on . The re ull i amazing and imposing. We could sec Ihe floorings up ta irs and downstairs which fil in wilh 
the wnlls and ceilings excellently. n le massive pillar> outside arc also a sighl on their own and have been built 
u ing Ihe originallcchniqllCS employed by original bui lder>. The flal roof too is fashioned as the original. Final 
furnishi ng will be earefully :;elccted fo llowlllg what is hi torieally 1010\\ n to have been Ihere. 

Overall. everyone viSi ting lhe sile on 29" 0 tober came away in a Ihoughtful fra me of mind and happ)' 10 sec lit 
progress of rcstoralion. We all look forward to il r'dpid complelion and opemng to the wider world . One h peo. 
thaI whoever IS in charge when it i handed over will make ~ure lhat ~ign< on how to reach 'uflolk Hou e are 
prominenlly displayed. It I • aOer all, in a very unlikely area. surrounded by three major ehool with nlya mall 
unmetallcd road leading in. I \\~ h I had some hi torical knowledge of Ihe whole area around uffolk House. 
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Con 't "'Su{fofk 'House 
which mighllhcn explain why Fmncis Lighl chose to locate hi Sunblk E tale here and why II functioned as the 
Govemor's residence.· Aller all. 200 or more years ago. the ite was a long way from the sea and the main 10\\ n. 
such as it was. It would ha,e bc~n very jungly and. lookmg around, not very defensible which was an important 
poinl then. 'e\'er1hel~,s. there it is and admirable il i ,even beller when the land is fully landscaped with tho>c 
plants that were originally On the ,ite. They nrc being propagated ready for ITan plant. 

Texl by D",.,A Seagro,,,, di t.oh·U", Il'h% Courtesy of LLA 

'Edilor; NOIf!: III., AlltlIlIIlmm h"'ori£'ul.,aurres that II,e pmperly all which Suffolk flou.f/! 1"(lI bllill W(L\' 011 
"Jlale "cqulred b.l' Llghl alld lIamed SII/Tolk after th(' ElIglif/I cOllnty oj hi,. birth &,('rol oj LIght' 
wlllemporarie,f .<uch as Seo/l alltl Bmllll maillloilll:d 'il/li/or ("llclles ollLlMe G("orge TOI<II IIhen! Ihey 111'1.'>' local 
li,,,I, ami SpiCL'S, ili.flortral.<ollrce., indicule Ihal 0' 1!<1F~1' cl< 1791 L1ghl 011 lied a Malar pOl'illolI II/Ih a Ihulcili'd 
roof alld hllill si.t feCI obO\'/! Ihe ground II "'us probably 011 or lI(,or Ih" ,ile of IIjJalA HOllw' LlgJu IIJ.eellO 
Clllerlaill guesls alld "ifllo",/or picllIc' 0111* povi/iall olld m/lsl hewe beell jOlld of Ihe place (1.\ he left Ihe SI!Uolk 
evlale DI/d hOIl<p 10 hi .• \li!t> M(lI'lil/(/ in 11/< "ill His ,al/,m,Im,· G(",/('ral Jome" WeI"h alier ""Ilill/: Go, "mar 
Bmmermall (1/. /lilalA: //I 181N dncribed II 0> "once Ihe pril'al(' properry oj Hr. Ugh' alld hi.\'lavaUI'/I(" /"('\·idel/ce . .. 
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Site Visit ~ orE ?anua 2.00r' t.unas, 1<.eiah 
A bl! load of 44 I)In 
memben. and fri"nds joined 
Ihe PHT January Sile Vi il. 
The visil look u OUI of 
Pcn.ng Siale. 10 visillhe 
lown of Lunas. which is JU 
beyond Ihc bordcr of 
Penans in neighbouring 
Kedah. According 10 
Laurence Loh. \\ ho played 
hosl for this vi il. Luna i 
locatcd immedialcly cast of 
George Town. as the crow 
flics. I checked and found 
thai Ihe latitude of Lunas 
indeed correspond with 

~g:~", Gllrney Dnve and PUl311 
Tlku on Pcnang Island. 

The participanls a - cmbled 
al lhe lIring. OCiCly Complex at Jalan Ulama. at 9:45am that 10"cly Sunday morning. 2 January 2007. PHT 
rented a coach 10 take us there. Our coach lell Penang at I 0:00am. Traffic Ihat mornmg wa smooth. savc for a 
diversion where thc Gelugor Undcrpa was clo cd. This trip wa almosl like a I ur guide Ollling. because thcre 
were seven licensed tOllr gUides on board. A thc law rcquircs tour coaches to include an accompanying guide. ,It 
Yeap Peng Hoc graciou I)' voluntccrcd his scrvices for thc occasion. entertaining us wilh light-hearted explanalion 
on the Penang Bridgc as well a the journcy 310ng Ihe BUllcrworth-Kulim Expressway. 

Our first top was at the old Luna. rubber ~mokehou e. It is located by Ihe main road as one enter Lunas town. 
There, Laurence gave uS a briefing. He is the grandson of Loh Boon Ghee Loh Boon gee. onc of thc threc men 
who founded Luna. The smokehouse wa built in th late 1960s by aurcncc' unclc for Ihe use of mall holders LO 
moke thcir rubber and it h..d becn abandoncd ' ince thc 19805. 

In 2006, Laurence restored the smokehouse as part of Digi' I\ mazing Malaysian 2006 "Rubber tory" 
programme, and turned it into a site lIluseum exhibiting the history of Luna and ils po ition a a rubbcr town. The: 
Rubber lOry holds the di linction of being the only rubber exhibil in 1alaysla localed in i(1I of an actual rubber 
smokehouse. The three-storey trucNre i dividcd into two cClions. On onc side, we gel acquainled wilh Lunas 
town. its founding. and anylhing inter ting thai we can come acro.<s in Lunas today - no slone was len ulliumed. 
no one and nothing was pal\."<1 a descnption. On the other side. we enter an authentic smokehouse. Authentic 
becausc the smokchou. e has been preserved as it was. 10 give visit rs Ihe feel of how and what a mokehouse is 
like. At Ihe basement level. there i a e. hibil of the documentalion work donc by Ihe children of Lunas. 

As part of the programme. Laurence Loh engaged the participation of 80 children in the Lunas communit), to 
documenl Ihe sites a well as to inlcrvicw Ihe residents. The children. 
aged 10 10 14 omll cthnic 
backgrounds, were drawn from three 
schools in Lunas, namely RJK 
(China) IIwa Min. MK Kulim and 

'IK JaloJl Paya Bcsar. Pracllca lly 
cvcry hophou e in Luna ' wa 
pholographed, vidcograph~d and 
carefully documented. nle children 
al 0 drew up a Luna heritage trail. 
The efton is now exhibited al Ihe 
Lllnas Illokchousc. 

Mind IIInp produw by !tool children 
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Site Visit 1<e, or!- tunas, 1<uia{, 

From the smokehouse, we wnlked through Lunas lo\\n. On Ihe way. we 
pa ed thc ri Maha Kullak3nli Muniswnrnr Alayam Hindu Temple. 
eSlabli lied as an late lemple for the Indian community. The Indtan 
community in Lunas has since dwindl ed with the disaflllCamnce of the rubber 
cst3t ,and the town i loday decidedly Chinese in charactcr. 

Sooll Mansion 

onlinuing our walk. \I.e pa sed thc only single- torey detached house along 
the main road. Thi house i dubbed the" lrong Wall". It \\ built in 195 1 
and wa" nicknamed as such, because it was reinforeed 10 withsland bullcts! 

Wc arrivcd at 3 Junction. TurnlOg left would take us to the Hock Teik 00 Temple. the 1I0kkicn Tun Pek Kong 
Temple of Lunas and funhcrdown. the Buddht t Hennitage. Turning nght takes us to the manston of oon Ah L~ 
@ Baba Lee. Aaba Lee w.s another of the three foundcrs of Luna . Ihe Ihird being Ltm Lean Teng 

The Palladian Iype bungal w was built in 1928. The eXlerior h"" since been repalnled and reslored. bUI nothing 
much has been done 10 "",lore il~ inlerior. PI IT mcmben. had Ihe opponunily of browsing around at the period 
furnishing - I am nOI :.ure how long ago thc bungalow was la.1 used. (I did see a boule of ScOIl s Emulsioll in one 
of its cabincts. I \\ond r how long il had been therc). 

From Ihe oon '13nsion, \\c broke for lun h. Lunch \\as each 10 hi o\\n. Chooi Yoke (my wife-Io·be) and I joined 
n few other members to enjoy the romon T.n Kcc I unas Duck, located p nllnentlyon the m.in road. I did enjoy 
Ihe lunch vcry mu h. For IWO per>ons. we spent a mere RMI7.00. quite cheap (by Penang tandard:.) for the 
amount of du k and a companying mixed ve etable stew that we recei\ed. 

Aftcr lunch. \\C vi itoo a cottage industry where local cookies ;uch as pong Ie .... Kilen wcre madc . We all crowded 
into th bacl(yard to watch the lady make eooki . and quite a number of u came away with massive tins. 

ext we boarded our coach to vi it the Buddhtst 
Hermitage. Arriving at the bridge acro:.s ungai Kulim, 
Ihe coach driver refused to go any rurther. for fear that he 
would nOI be able 10 back out. So we all had to chmb 
down and walk the rematntng 400 meters or so to the 
hermitage. Appro.chmg the hcrilnge on root was 31 o. 
good idea, a:. it allowed uS to stop and takc photographs. 

We entered the newly built pagoda at the hermitage. It 
houses a statue of Ihe Buddha in Santida 'Iudra g IUrc. 
rcpre coted by a tanding Buddha figurc with a rniscd 
right hand. 

Thus ended our interesling and inrormative \'isttto Lunas. 

Tw b)' 7!m()lhy 7) 
Pholographs b.v Tmolh)' 7)" & PIIT 

PI IT mEmbers at I3l1ddist Htrmitnge 

I st January I SO) ears 
50 )C3rs 

3 151 March 85 )C31'S 

3 151 August 50) ears 

Penang Mwli ipal COllllni ion 
City of George To",t 
Pcnang Cflotaph on EspIanadc 
Independence 

~~ ___________ 200_ 7 ____________ ~ 
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1ferifll e 'JSJuerUNE.SCO bIBn 

STATEMENT BY THE PE )4 / G IIERlTAGE TRUST RE. UNESCO LISTING 
Wt<Ioti<by U Od_' 1006 

N22 ~ Nation 
::::::::=-~T."TA.'~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-

It i. with great 
distress thai the 
Penang Heritage 
Tru I read Ihe 

Rais downplays 
UN heritage bids 

tatement recently 
madc by the Mmi ter 
for AQ,. Culturc & 
Herilage al the launch 
of the Malacca 
Tower. It t clear that 
YA B 0:110 Rals Yatilll 
has been inadequately 
advi!.ed by the 
relevant parties a. 10 

Ihe acrual siluations 
tALACCA: Ctthftl Ptnilill ~nd 

,tJIJC(olll$1cd is World Htrit~t SlttS 
tn.ly not bt !O Importolnl olf{fr .lll 
CuJt\lft. "ns ~nd Heril,~e MlIuSlf'f 
D:'luk Stri Of Rals YollarD wid 

H( s.1ld the Rment coodltlCMU 1('1 
by the UN Cdvc.JUON.I. Sclrnlifir .u~ 
Cuhur-.al Ofs,fUj,mon (Un"co) for 
11$1101 Wert 01150 dlfflNll ((II AJw.n 
(Ountn:1. 

~Wt ~ ... e lhe' .»dd1(lonli cil.1J whrn 
iSked 10 dD 10. Now. Vtt do nOt have .'2 MOft ntw dott. to, pr· hr wid. 

unuQS "tutu Niulonal P,)(i,c ,lr'ld he refers to in his 
kini~hl N~',o""l P.lIk h.lw bcotn c;t3tcrn"'nts -boll! 
ckdJrrd \\lOtte! Hff'ltdlf' Sltf'S ...." 

\101' "''IS .. d o,.n$ ",10 (Jr"n" ,'ES 0 and \ orld 
",J\~ .)150 bttn gfOCIA10'\C'd ~"f"~ttt: · 
,"«rJ or tht' roll Ind IrHinllblc- Heritage li ting. Thi " 
t(ent~n of H",m.u'4ty"" by Unnco . . . I 

On tbt COQSUuwon Of tht rf'VOlvl"l lS an mternauona 
tOWN. Of iLl.:. ~.1I4 II sho d nO( bf TCtogmuon that 
u~.tS <it rflSOn ro ffJ('(1 th~ .lppliCl· .• I 
lion (or h~1I1\! cum mcomparob c 

He ~Ict h(' would pro'po,t 10 the 
Uftlttd ~ltonS (0 «Iolbllsh .U1 0\$.01 
Ch.u)(cr (or ~ lishn; comprtsen, 
Al.1~ mtl't\bttS is JUCia.cc.. 

- -- prestige and national 
pride and is intently sought aftcr by mnumerable eounrries each year. In fact there are , many , ubmis ion t h,~ 

there is a queuc for consideration and each country is only allowed I submi .. on for ea h of the 3 calegories -
cultural. natural and mi.~ed. 

We would likc to respeclfully inform the Mmister that far from being E\Jro.e<'ruric and applying Furopean standards 
10 Mala),»ia's submined dossiers for Pcn.1ng & Malacca. the World Herltajle Commlne<' who make:. the final 
decisions on ~ubmissions by State PanICS compnses 21 members representing tale pame:. on 6 ycar lerms wilh thl! 
current oommitlee having 3 A,ians, 8 African iddle P.astemCf'S and 3 th Americans and i chaired by a 
Lithuanian with 5 Vicc-Chainnen. I each from India and Kuwait. E'pert si le assessors arc from within the region and 
indeed. Malaysia has a UNESCO accrediled expert !l.~>e, SOl" who as> es olher A ian S'ICS that have been ubmitted 
for Ii tillg. 

Of the 16 cullurnl iles which were listod in 2006. lOan: non European belOg itcs in Oman. Syria. 1auti ti~ 
Me~ico. Inln. Malawi. -Ethiopia. Tanzania. Gambi. and China. Even the 2 natural ilC are in Cbina and Colombia. 

We would also like to ,"foml the Mini ter that of the cUtTent Asian Siaic Partie;;. Indonesia, Philippin s, Thailand 
and 'etnam all havc 3 cultural sile . Cambodia & Lao both ha'e 2. Japan ha. 9. th Koreas has 7. ri lanka 
has 6. Bansl desh has 2, cpal has 2, Pakistan has 6. China bas 23 and Iodla ha 21. Even North Korea has I. 
Only )..Iyanma< has no listod site nnd ingnpore is nol a signatory 10 the World Hentage Convention. So Malaysia 
is glaring in it:. lack of cullUJ".lI . ite li.ling, particularly when we have such Import.1nt ,It, as George Town and 
Mala ea 

Yes. lhe crileria and demands are vcry high. or else why would such prestige be invoh cd? These: hOwever are nol 
European standards. they are inlemolional standards of best practice and management . The standards used follow 
,"tcntallonal charters such as the Venice harter, the Chinn Principles, Ihc am Document on Authenficity and 
lhe ICO 10 -Burro Chaner. urely we are not now saying Ihat if we do nOI mecllhesc stnndards. (standards IllCI 
by all our neighbours who have ueh mar> elou cultural and hi !orical siles) they are therefore lI..<elc · European 
standards and maybe we do nol want to bc h tcd anyway! Doesn'l this ree of sour grapes? 

The public hould be aware thai Our dos.iers were retllmcd beeause thcy were technically incomplete. We did 
not include Management Plans and , ESCO remains very concerned that siles listed must be prolccted by laws 
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and dear management plans. We have been informed 
by vanous parties thai Ihe wriling of the;.e plan luis 
been assigned and will be ready for rc-submi ion by 
Ihe las! quarter of2006. Are we no\ being informed 
thai Ihcy arc DOL ready? 

The Pcn. ng Heritage Trust lU ll I also add its voice 10 

those raised ovcr Ihe planned lalacca Tower. We arc 
of COur"c convinced of its un uitabilily 10 Ihe >piril 
and place of r-,'1313cca' historical di lrici and cullurJI 
hentage. 'Tourism products' are \'cry dangerous in a 
heritage ile. It is the heril.ge il.elf that allmel 
visilors and Ihe more aulhenlic il i., thc grealer il 
a"mellon. ISilOrs who have taken the etrort 10 come 
10 Malooea to view il> cullural heritage: will be 
horrified by Ihe Tower. We in Penang ha\ e Our 
Komlar 10 contend with. bUI al leasl il was tlone 0 
years ago. al a lime when we didn'l know bener. How 
do we explain the Malacca Tower in 2007 especially 
when we have already submiucd oursclve 10 vie for 
pre>ligious \ orld Hailage Listing,? 

16" October 2006 

ultllral Apocalypse 

LeI /IS not mourn 
the passing of Bok House 
College General, tramcar. 
rainforests. ronggeng 
wayang /ell lit, opera 
mak yong. boria. the tage .... 

The worst is yet to come. 

Thi is the age of MAAtlMON 
not conservation 
where profit & percentage 
will ever tnllnp 
culfllre & heritage .... 

Cecil Rajendra 
2007 
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SNEW AilS TIMES 
THURSDAY, DEaMBER 21, 2006 

Preserving 
the past 
NOW Ihat the dust from the rubble thatonoo was 
Bok House has soUl d. it soorns clear that d1IT~r
ent people put dlfferent ,a1u~s on helitagt'. In 
campaIgning 10 proSOI"o'C the gTand mlll1.Sion. 
consorvatlonL.ts RrgllCd Ihat its architectural. 
SOCial and hislOrical \'a1ue made it a priceless 
treasure which had 10 be prolected at all OOISt_ In 
dccidingnOilostcpitlto S3\'e It from th bulldoz· 
ers. as the)' could have by c1assll)itng II as a her· 
itag<' buildIng und ,. Ihe ationa1l1~rltage Act 
2005. Iho authorltl s probably dcd<led IhaL tho 
price tag ror acquiring and restoring illO ilS for
m r glory was 100 high. In resisting the pleas not 
10 demolish il. the trusteeS of the bulldblg were 
banking on high-rise d \'okJpnlcnl rRlh~r Ihan 
the CfHnrnordtil \ '8100 orRok House as II heril8go 
building. Whn1 t1lerefore secn 10 h8\ pelt the 
denlisoor Bok House is ilSlocatioll on prime land 
in the city centre. which make it financially pro
hibitive for the government 10 S3\'C it and too lr
rcsistibl (or rcal-esuuedc\cloper 10 Ignore. 

In the past. wlK!n pre-war buUdln~ and colo
Illal bwlgalo" wt>ro naltened to ll1aJco way (or 
shopping mal.! and oondominiluns. the fmger 
was onen pointed M the absence oflCl{i.slatioD al
lowing the gO\'CCrun nt 10 inlervene. But the de
moUlion o( 80k Houso show thai c11ang to the 
law can only do so much. \Vhllo It Is truo. as Ih 
case or tho Co1lsl!um In Kuala Lumpur and Ihe 
observation lower In Malacca illustrate. thai the 
authoriti don't alw8) gel th ir priorities rildtt 
when il com s to heritage pI' rvation. the fael 
is that with about IIM lOO million sot aside under 
the inth Malaysia Plan. tho governnlcnt can 
n vcr have enough mOlltl)' 10 OOllScrvo aU th 
butldin~ that can De argu d 10 m\lri~ protection. 
What it m at is that woon ond3l1gcred build
ings siand on prime property. it will a1\vays be an 
uphill truggle to 53VO them when their private 
owners are neither \~illing nor abl 10 keep them 
in good oondldon_ 

It also moans thal rescuing old buildings rrom 
certain ruin L~ no simple mllller. As the uccess
rul restoration or ulToIk I louse in Penang ilJus-
1ra1es. publie l>articipalion and the help or pri · 
vate corporations would be vttal. There have 
been many othor succcssos of private-led IH'J
ilag oollservation. If Ills any consolation at aU. 
tho la!;sof80k lIouse will h8\'0 gen rated greater 
awarenc S or th need or conservation. With the 
batt1cs that Ii all adloprcserv thcpaSlrorpos
Writ)'. private initiatives lind public support 
would be Cl'uciaL 
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Just how safe 
is our heritage? 
rr . (~/~.utMmSr rr.1dtM 
nc"i''S about &ok tloust ckmolitlOn 
(Ht"ILltt b'ldy~ by drf'!"t.'1lltlOn 
of80tlt)aSt. n-~!.t.II.~ 16\ 

'Vbr<l1bt ~ n.\tIOD IS bwv 
rclliq. dr,:\~ tb- an;:ins of lI);)6. 
C~tf.ll'OJ: tht ~UlY ot)'NJ 2001 
is """ "...".,1> YtJl, .... .,....., 
tt,..l' O:moIit~x1C:I JnOthrT lUflor>JI1 
b!r1~ "'''''''''-

tknti:f bulldJ~ "'e'i t buill by 
ow forriaUrn met I !t.-.' ltD UOI'1C'S 
;A t(lW our n.1Wn W~ bui!:. 

the)' ,rr rbr IlYIncrnnrl rh,at 
I"I'ftxf ~'and ~ "'It rIolOOI1 w.;n 
bkt 

f{'''Htqut-c our nation IS " 
tv'A'.x1h I~an. 

..., more Sl:)'SaJp<"'" 
n:mhroomrrc but. I:'W' SHJ'I(, e 
\wUt ~ mot't..s ~ bet 
._t.J!I:I •• ,,~romdown." 
this If".r pll'r wr o:rdlo p.I)' fin rhr 
Wtol~(I:)n7 

Sn1 Yf~r h VIm M~ Vt.lr 
2007. roc;r::.u rmm ~ O'.t'f Ibt 
\Ilt'fM .aft LNI to kl~h" and It 1m 
more".K:our our fl,.lt.Qf1'J hrnt.l~.f'. Illr 
I......., lei. 17, ..,. r".r""",, Jh,y 
oUt Me tltf~101«~l.,)~p'·rl. 

I WIt C.lQ ~.IN",r ~ htrit.a;e 
~~ndl':T'lrhm1 oITI 
J,IlWf)' toI.I!JIN!\ Ci hetll.lSt hold. 
r sweUmdb!' 
.uxc.hl'r l(RIrtst c1n(II,.tt;Gti "'tltrt 
""'C" r.Ml lrr.tr~r rrvrnlX' 
c;.111~ ti.a mo:trm ncy yt1 

..,htn) 'A'", tiO\uJd U:r ary.),OU 
un still kl' rn.u:y hmt..lSt" bwl&:\cS 
«lilt 'oI .... rd.oyJ llul ... ~.II 
P'O'(c<t'" and ~'''11 ordnsfom:td 
ImJ",nrrJ('S ""'Y<llTylt'YCrif'lrm: 
Inr.'trr~ .. HrI1"'llrr.1JOI' 
rqtbouf ti bUS'1 SJl'~= them? 

\\'hcn sU'.sumlord b • UN d"oC' 
oItoo~!lO!Iolt=a. rOl<l bY !be 
SntHIo.h<q loy_iii< 
"mol .... "'.., ""J>I'fiI ..... 
Iheu .. h.1t ,-.:4li nal .. SNUb 1t:.l<Y 

Hf ~ rtN' h"~ V,l'ur.,Qd the 
t'Utf\(f of C f'\"l''1 tt:~ wh,)1 ""-H 
Itft "«l~' ~A tolm::a~Co&((' 

Tod.IY.lf' ... u1b lil tht ir'ItcNrI:b:Jn 
Clf 5. mIotd ft.l • ~ \lit" lit tf' 
fO $ff thr 1n.Wl1'" • t A FM'ntl".l 
c..er wtudlMUNb tf'...tIUS.S1 d 

lW"" 10 I.:eLicc.l n'lt .. 
lJ){IkiD!.lt thf' prrsmt Sitwo 

1M" ,.Ir'ftJ1 ~ WI~ IhM Ctt-dJy 
_' .... liI<c Qrt .... 5ti ~.o. Sfl 
Pt-rct.m..St Johl 1Il:JlIIw:noJ 
\~t:U I 'mtitulJO:1 willi (.K'r th 

wr.r = ~ Bot UOl:3:'o 
Ntl" 4. V~I",lmtl1utJOf'llS Sit 

~tdono1Jln~Lllld 

pauline Puah 

,t .. , 

» page 10 

Historian: Bok House important part of KL's history 
h:UAI.A U,lMI'lIK: Bol .I(TWC 
"'ern b,lo.. vfl nu,~y • nih 
nun', h:-u.se, bit tk ~£1)n 
"ill w.JrrJntrd ttln'tT\'Jl.oCl\, 
QI! rk JA.m, lll\ 1n5Utft Of 
Atd'Jteocu 

Ib" ~nl Dr roln lDn M!';n 
.... t Ibt ~,Wq w.n oftl;q 
sna" I~ owr..-d ~ Ilr 
...... tla;1 ..t '>;1W tar 
stm'1.~tpPtrljl~n~ 

HI Uid il)(" bwidlnrl 
~Id b!' pft'C('n~d " thiJ 
(."'~tnmr"l .... ·.n , .. fQD'S 

"bolt1 b:nt~l' iKIIKum. 
-fh(- It it n:ct..:: ,,~ wr.h 

th· .. '" .... ·i ' .111' . _ 
st.:...." t1:~ l,~ ... of o~n 
4.1) .• k .,..HI Jnttrd'~1 In "'fOIIIH 10) ·f tW.tfT· .. nt IPy 
C'*ut('. Am ~tMI Hfflt~l" 
~:t"f c.nuk )en Dr IoItI 
YoIl,," 

lkA HcI.l)t huD )oJ fl'tUfto
Uz"'OplSt()!luo-c~Iklt"'h, h 
' ... M *m:6thrd." i..I. City Hill! 
011 D; 1-; 'A;$. Cllfr J!..-,. ty 
1I"Ntf/.I$h.l,HV hU~ '''I' 

H,~WC'yt1. (Iii lb/nclly r.:, 
F.us du.ll~ dcst'r.<tt.$ to 
,fO'n: (holt 8ol1Ho~ WolS of 
t;u.lnG,J,I",~Ij)(', 

O,f "'r~ un ('11m: 'llNI..-d 
4rJ:' ~'I" tp-,o tWl10r1( llpi· 
Qr.:f "1'- to. ... l,:tt.1 ~)j 

. lOi«l'Im~lnd'Jtr, .. • 
"..d thrntlrustl"f" 

Ut ;btl &ia't~ 'Iot bc*:t. 
m& ~ °J.6Iol 1 •. 1,., 11Df1I 
tool nttll"l'C4-

Vr f .. sJicf 'No( .... .as willns: 
CO m.vl Dt 1U:6 I', 4JJC U' tb.' 

~k 11cllWO rnue- ., .. ..d o:h« hi 
UI(GlII" "SnlrKMIt b".. , 
~tu.t UK'dd be' c:cnm«L 

0YJr. ~h I!" 1OIft1hr·; 
<IOf.:- cunc, b>li\1lal "e 
,:r·~· \.lId 0. T"n v."'n 

C'~d dWPJ.lCtntrl:llra N 
Fm. ,,'.r; f'K( ~ btfI tot 
IPvl H,,-.r wu iIk'n~l\rlold. 

H.,torUII Phlf fmror.tu 
o.r:.(':, .. h·.·IK.I,· ~11""'tt-,. 
..., 1 ~\II"u$ONth.nJ~'I."l,t1 
a .. x"'bl~ 

0lb! ":.4.tS~ -,.,lS ~$:nd lcat 

II Kl Ml.'N .IS .\-11 "'". lIt' Ittlf .. : fll- Ibru .... ~. f')f 
,Jt""",I"rrnrnl of "'I'll' 'WId 

f'I ." ht "-J,d. ~ 1114' Tht Ct"l~l"MWnl Itt Mid.. 
Al1Ipm u.sr"l! tij t.,.. o,;(f1{' Iii h;-U~P"JU~I'PtOdtmoStoo 
dlultle d hD&!;riuJ blilda"., .as chc-I 

II", NU IIol ""U~""'" l;t It .... T'." ",nd"h'I'If'1. 
t, :neorr "t~o W.H '~'bl/lr' HI''''. C'nf!'U!''',,1 D~n 
h.W Vt"lh :ht dl"HU'Sft'k'nf 01 HJ.1a.J!l \\::hd ~ ~'('r. 
Il.Iolh lum" . ..;tt'd wt.h Or Ras dIoL't tb: 

·Ch.u; ... ~tfI#r!lMl<) TO- , .IUWCWIII(lIIIJl\ MlYtmon-
ctr.n- ~ btu una to KU»l (.llil 1r;(~:'I». 
ll'"'l"I'bffof't\\"'lrWYl~lln 'I:Ir-IJ ... It.' .:nNt«tutoll 
C.J.tt It'If I·l nit pull", 'I' ~tol(l\r. "'"'* hnto'lui ..... 
,~at)' noted ~..lII$t' ~ rr-<,_ !!2t~~·~I· 

I'.~,. 10 
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20 
••• ''!iNW' , 

Saved from 
demolition 
Recent hlstoty "'"est> tNt Bolt HOlM could have bHn saved. 

RAStMNJEfT S.IIlDIlooks .1 • few .... 1 irUiiii( .. where 
heriUce buikli~ thol "'!!.!. matlced'Of demolition esaped 

being tom down. 
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, 
alloon better option than 

- ---

watch tower for Malacca' 
11>' RC$InO wtllt.m 
twill ~~ .... W'Ij .. ~~ 

• "". mt\o C'lrbulldil\jir., "i(\\;o,'I1~ tUWt" u(:.tIr 

tft("uJd DUk.'h QUl the \'~ Ii.\~.' "t"IC' 
2O'\t?nnntnt has IJC.'oen Uo:l.""d to ('tOrbil.kr 
prm .. dlJll: hehtun bfllJooo r1<tMi ro \"1~lftJ( .. 
"ho \\3111 tu yiC""W the $~rn·. 

'lbe U~!4kI1l b) lh J\.~.lau,. HerillJ~ 
TrulOl (Pln11 ba~~" t ('! p<,pWllJl\y (lilhe 
Iwhuni bOlIOulI ndoe ~\ .\nj!}..<Jr Wht ill 
Qunhodl .. 

in I UB..)J~ lIk"! SU~~II. Plrr coune-il 

lIl.:mbt'r \hmnd Chi" <liliid hrllum bit h)lm., 
Wnuld be-" ct'lCtlJk>' but uwre BJlfurth't" 
"pli()u. 

Folio" IJ)Jr: 1.11<' ik.'cbklU 1U pt\.~nf' thr 
n..~tI" untm('f'('(1 \ll'1I nf Ole i\,nt'II'I" OUlI.h 
YOI\. -\hmHd <.:hiL x;ud thor b:llloon)o ""'O'lld 
ItL ) bc-roOrt'4ln'\.'PWbJeb>l..l'h.: oo.~u<r 
" 3Ja~~ Ilpplic;trion ror h"'tn~ M. VoOfld 
h.fr\U.c" if I' l~ Pt'ltilint.-

"I'hc- PIIT COQ'" tulDtf~ &be cut{W'{". UJu, 
and MrjUi~ JUini"lerltnd tht" M:t1llC('" <{1".1e" 

"cmmf'nl ri)rlhe ..... L-,(' df'('ISI(ln lO MTaP OM': 
'i(l'\'tll~ ''''Yl'r 10 p~1! the ~ndt'lil \Yntl 

omll'" I' in 3CC"OnJ:lnt'r \\lIh the- \\'('I! 
Ni~ I~1 111.'(1 (XIn~'I"'dlh)J\ priuclple thai thr 
'K"\\ Ollbt ~h\! prffOd('rt('(' 10 ,t)co old . 

But In 'cod (It ~K"killf: rol" tlllolhCl' ,itc. 
ror the aborted 10'1'0"1", he- toR d Pli l' ,,~uld 
1.M.~!.he u\lthurili~C(.tr1:cidtT 1iw-1l1I(" 01 

helium 1),.",1I00n whk'Jt \\ill be. Irnot 
1\1 ..... 1 .• Ur.rsct.il,,(,,~ t'hcnplT bnd, k-~ 
oilCtI1iI\c \ I LWll', 

·oo\n~l)r W:st and IlO( "lIlToond!ll~ 
&4'101>1("00, rml"lrlhf't!..: I t..ltlJ\\U ,"Id mo,{ 

lrrt"~('UJC herll:tgt' <11f" tn ou, ~-Zlnn, 
h,l' " t('th"l'("(l It(>liu ,n 11(,.. ,,, whk'h c,:,n 

Scrap the tower, use air 
balloon to view Malacca 

ltIkt" :sbout 20 p.:I"-«'I~\ em (,':Uil '0. 
mlntlh' (rip In c.'Oft)ph..'tc We"" to " hc~hl 
01 1"'Om. ~\lnl:.tl 'pN"tnoIlIDr "trw ()f th(
rnln .nd the- ' "nunJ' CU(ullr, ... Kko 10 :t 
di,bn~ ohbouI10&!'m. 

.. )( 1" \t"l\- -,af, ... c..'I<.I.)t. u:o link w 
m:nntlln. 110 r:a:l'('mt'1y JW'IfI'llor \\,1m 
(llnrl I Illld lhu 0 \\ ho IWf\,' bt.'Tn on II lII"C 
IInpf'('~vd bv the- -';1"I"r 01 $('1",n) &lnd 
Wfllfun. "-\bJlidd Ualk ,..id 

THE ~nJI1& Heritagt Trust 
[ongratulates the Minister for Culture 
~nd tkri!.1ge Jnd the t.1.1L1cca 
(.ovemmenl for the Vilse deasion 10 
scrap the viewing tower and instud 10 
pr...,rn the ~Uy discovend wall of 
the ancient Dutch folt. 

can take aboul20 passengers on each 
10 nunule lnP in complete safety 10 ~ 
height of 180m. gsvil1& a spectaCular 
View of the ruinS and Ihp ...,ti re coun
tryside 10 a dista~ of aboul20~m 

I-te Qwt /111 tht I lV1Illtrod 1(0 A.n A:rt'a 
Otk..llllht' ~i7C~ "rlwo It'nm ... , ':l.)urt..o:l1ncl 
I t!') IlIlft buUtlinK .11(1 CII~;r"'" ·nj/. 
\\Vttu. 

1115 very Sol.!e, costs very hnle 10 
maintain. IS cx~rnely popuL1r v.im 
lounsts, and lhose who have been on It 
were unpressed by the sense of se",,"lY 
and comfort. 

Ill ... ("tl' l \'Quld (nOlll (i('rUllwh be I(>.,'l 
lIu!tn Ill(' R'I_0 ,mlhon pmpt\{,Cd" (n!" Ih,. 
In\'f'tf. Ikt \ rOtHHI~ll .. 

TIlls Is In accordance With lht 
well-established conservauon princi
ple: tht new must give prectdtnct to 
the old. 

1ft" :CU~t'.o:lnI th~llht' MaLsC't-a sliaw 
"""omfDrll )Cf,d (I ;I1WIJ lCtlUllQ ~r 
\lulll' "lud\ und ~.aIU01lc' th,. pmpn~L 

Whde they ale Iookil1& for arlOtht!" 
site for the tower project. may we sug
geslan entirely different approach 
which will be as, if not more. allractlVe, 
cheaper and. belll& less offens"", visual
Iy (unhke the tow"r~ is hktly to be 
mo,e atnpt.lble 10 Unesco for lisl.ng 
purposes. 

Angkor Wal and surrounding tem-
pies. one of me best known and mosl 
prestigIOUS hent.\ge sites in our region. 
has • lethered hehum balloon wluch 

It IS also accepl~bIe 10 aU inlernatlon
aI conservarion bodl'" because illS not 
an "reversible InlNSlon inlo a site. 

We do not know the cost buill IS 
very likely 10 be less than \he RM20nlli 
proposed for IIx: lower. 

In addItIOn. It wUl hall\! a nolller 
advantage of bring unique in Malaysia 
Jnd therefore more of J crowd pul"" 
lhan a ml'fe 51",,1 lOW". 

I\HMAO CHIK, 
Penang Heril.lgt Trusl. 

Pllaro (i/llrtf>-Y 

of Lo/r-Lim 

Please retain Malacca's charm 
ncronp"cll'tb.On n). ,..... I."..,,,,,,,,,,. h.'" ,.,. 
'II\),U ''''''' It. .... "Y" ',""Of I) 10 

~':~~~'If~::;~ 
tI fKltk -.( Me Iff ~un 

bt 'n)y _ Itt ItC't'IIt • IammII 
... > 

Nwfd.t?d CD dltn,f/,(.w"~H. 
at ~ ~ttlt acron.I1I'J1 JCd 
...... It de" )fJLJcQ lM:.Y 

tto- ,..." M'rc~ tJ.1n lne ow 
.", '"'" ~ Mil .......... If" 

1m 1~~1"I..luAW\dItlmu.M 
~ddr .... IN ... t.toflllt~" "'''' ... ~. I'klktlth p.~ JJtft'd #iJ 
~ Ttn.bftut'l(d bcrIDc.bt ~ 

'i-fp.r 'Z.~ . to. 04. 
dNo.$fd I.\UN ... chwrv~ ~ 
(W'I'U 1t\l1~nJ JUiI ow lit dW 
"nsi'crQCtllO'lt 

t.!~~~"='~~~ 
~"(hlnlv"''''M I'''''''''' .. 
~,~ "il.M Itw "loUbJ 

AuJJ~VI ~J.~d.etf:' 
~'tn ortr MOt.. Ck) zr rDI 
UCwJ"dwru".. .. 'c.UU .. kfI;· 
" ~1.t·"~ ....... M'lIIu 

Iliff¥> "'"trlfV .. ,..,. rrnh 
!'loft)! •• hcit cI chr: WI ».1 un 
UjdNc tI~t4Of~, 0M".D.ilJ 
bt- d(co 'e ttlld,aI* (~, ~hl" UI 
t!utaul." '''INC1U9'~I)S 
flO1 _h,.,., ""It I"'", !(j ~ 
.d 

MlliSSA VOONC.. 
11(..,1111,,,,1*'. 
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I. HERITAGE MATTERS: PROMOTI fa A 0 PROTECTI G PLA E 

Bndan Warisan Malaysia is deeply concerned o\'er the definttion of whal is a heritage bui lding. 
The demolitions of Bok Hou e. and those of Ihe Metropole Hotel in Pcnang (1993) and the Ea lem 
IIold in Kuala Lumpur (1990) were ad tories for the public. 

2. Ilerilage has to do with our lega Ie . TIle objeclive of colberv4tion is the relent ion of 
authenlleity in buildin" whi hare reposilori of knowledge. hlslory and memori . Heritage 
con ervalion is aboUI culrural uslainabilily and Ihe promolion of cultuml righls and cultural diversity. 
It is nboul our collective memory and celebraling our past in the presen!. II i aboul leaving a legacy 
for our children and our children's children. 

3. Baclan \ arisan lalaysia i consciou of Ihe urgenl need 10 .eek clarity on the i sues \ hieh 
were rai cd by members of Ihe public when th e demolilions look place. The moment is now ripe to 
discuss the definition of cui tum I significance and whose version should gel the \ote. 

4. What i required is dialogue and discourse 10 engage w,th Ihe issues expressed in the public 
arena. 10 propel the understanding of cultural herira e COli rvation forward. TI,e present condl1ion i 
leSlimony 10 Ihe fa t that our phy ical legacies remain fragile and hiShly vulnerable. especially wilhin 
Ihe context of economic ",.rkctfore;: .nd 1\.'31 estale development. 1\ is n I an exaggeralion 10 srale 
Ihat \\ e arC fighting against time. 

to read more. please vi it Our \\eb ile: 
hllll:lfwww.badanwarisan.ol.!!.mY/content/.!cid= 163 

Ahmad "lJi bin Abdul Hamid 
President 
Badan Warisan lalaysia 

.'AnIQysm 

P. PillollS ,""os"zm .. 

-

"ugt' 1:\ 
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WHITHER HERTTAG ? 
The Penang Heri tage Trust is greatly saddened by recent events, the demol il ion ofSok House, 
the destruction of the last remaining tlui Muslim community the Koay Jetty, the approval of the 

: Hunza/Upland development threatening the hi toric I Joseph' oviliate and Loke Man.ion . 
• nd the continucd Insistence of tbe Malacea Government. with the public endorsement of the 

Ministry of ulture, Arts & Heritage, 10 erect a concrele viewing lower in Ihc hi toric core of Malacca . All the e 
decisions have been made in the name of the almighty ringgit, in blatant favour of a mall but obviously powerful 
sector of the society and in the face of public disapproval and against publiC well bein . The statement I excuses 
given by the Po\ ers·that·be as 10 why til e heanbreaking tragedies have been allowed to happen. range from 
indercn ible to just plain foolish : 

· "as long as it. within the plot ratio. we can't .ay no" (a clerk can calculate plot ratio. We expect Our city leaders to 
demonstrate a critical ability to judge \ hat is for the greater good and the benennent of the general public. nO! of a 
single developer. Plot ratio i a privilege not a right) 

• "The Govemment ha no money to buy.II pnvate heritage si tes·· (And yctlhc lini try insi ted on purcha ·ing 
Coli cum? Protcction of our herilagc docs not necessarily involve purchase. Can the Authorities not look to other 
countries to see what they do? Why do we always act like our problems are so unique to us? All the European 
nation and Asian ones like Vietnam. have heritage sites. the ite is not bought. it i allowed to engage in it 
tradi tional usagc. instead Govemment offer relll incentive, lIeh partial restomtion eoslS, assi, ting with 
maintenance etc) 

•.. we ean·1 g07.elle it because its private property and beeause or the high co t of restoration·', (Does the 'ational 
Hcri.tgc Act not allow gazellin<' of privat propcny and since when has the cost ofrcstorution detcmlincd the 
importance of a building? PliT trembles \ ith concern for our dIlapidated heri tage bui ldings in Pennng) 

• " It was unstable, there wcre cracks from 
neighbouring pi ling work" (We have many 
ca".:s of = tored bui ldings that were a great deal 
more damaged than Bok Hou c to tan ofT wilh) 

• Do we need a RM21 million viewing lower for 
tourislS to ·ee historic Malacca? A clearly 
delermined move to eliminatc any po Ibtlil)' of 
UNESCO World Heritage Listing, to leave 
Pcnang now in limbo and ironically of course 
removing any dC1 ire of tourists 10 visit a once· 
hi~toric town. 

The ational Heritage Act was hurriedly 
approved, il had no input from important historic 
centers like Pcnang and it i considered by 
intemational legal minds a very poorly wrinen 
and vastly lacking in any rcal ·bile and 
substance·. The Penang late Exeo had opposed 
Ihe Bill, we urge them not to adopt the 
ooncurrent Act and to eek amendmenl to gh'e 
it gTCa1er strcnglb. 

13 years ago at thi same time around Christmas. 
the Metropole wa illegally demolished. 
Today a multistory dcvelopment tands in its 
place. at the bOllom of lis fSyade a pastiche 
paste-on prctend·Metropole. making a total 

Penang Heritage Trust not 
buying ministry's excuses 

--,,--
All these 
decisions have 
been made In 
the name of the 
almighty ringgit, 
in blatant favour 
of a small but 
obviously 
powerful sector 
of SOciety. 

"a\!", IJ 
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lIerifa e 9ssues ... confinuetl 
lampoon and mockery of fCStora tion. And this too will of course, be considered to fulfill MPPP's requiremcnlS 
for 'pUlling bac the original building'. 

The public has many unanswered questions, "How and when did the zoning of the pland site change from 
cduC3tionalfi nstitution Ito de el pmcl1I land?", "How and when did the zoning for the Turf lub change from 
rccrcational opcn space to development land?" An? the pllblic to be cOJlslllied Oil II . IIbmivsiolllhot propos 32 
blocks of mo,." Ihall 40 lories each Oil wholwas p,.,!Violl I)' (I green IlIng? I the otionalland Commi ion on 
Planning goin ' to approve this without a public forum? The Penang Heritage Trust is very troubled ab ut our 
deteriorating quality of life. the future of Our cily and our legacy. We look to Our leaders to be ne<:ounmble and 
tran,-parellt and to truly care about the people who elected them to look after that fumre. 

t9" December 2006 

OPEN LETTER 

HELP FOR HERITAGE BUILDING OWNERS? 
The Deputy Minist8t 01 Arts Culture & Heritage DIlto Wong Kam Hoong is reporteO to have sug
ge,ted, on 18"' December 2006 that incentives be put In place to assist heritage building owners so 
that another 'Bok House' Oemolltlon .... nOl occur. We thank him for his kind suggesllons. May we 
oller our suggestions ~C8 he has chosen 10 mention the 'Cheong Fa« Tze ManSiOn'? W. have 
been the pioneers of "9$1 practice' conservation. acknOWledged with almOSl all conservation and 
ou~sm awards bOth nationally and internationally. To-day the Marulon stands as one c» the most 

unique and Irnpo<tant heritage s~es in the countly, attracting v sl\O($ from near & far. but .... the S1()IY 
has not bOen pretty .. 

When the building was lir$t putd'lOSed. the S18te Valuation Department woutd not accept 
the purchase price for taxation purposes despite Ule sele being deClared in open court. 
They inSIsted on valuation at develOpmoot value per sq It even though the house had a 
Section 4 LI1der the Land Acquisition Act on It and ~ Vias sold vnTh a hOUsehold c» 34 iDegal 
tenant famili!!s. 
Plans were submitted to re-O"*I a garden wan demolished when Farquhar SlIeel .as ex
tended in the 1970's. After more than 2 years and no approva , we proceeded to construct 
due to security neasons. we wene of course heavily ed 
AJ imponed restoration materials were taxed despite our declarations 01 restoration needs 
As soon as restoration 0/ the fabric was completed and the Mansion won the P~\buhan 
Aklt Malaysia's lop award for Conservetion. the nelltlbouring hotel prooeeded In 1996, to 
consll\JCl 8 m li·storey cat park using hammer piling. The Mansion cracked extensively 
and sllucturaly. Despite winning the case at the hogh st coutU c» the land- 10 yoafs later 
Vie have yet to reoeive a oent ln compensation 

D3to Wong from Penang, has suggested a reducllon of assessment. we are c» course grateful for 
ny handout but we must PQIOt oulto him thatlhe M i,s Perbanderan Pulau Plnang as well as the 

Taiping Council already haslhls In place. Any build"'g OVITIE(\\tlo submits lor bUIlding plan approval 
or building perm ge s approval and conducts an avthenbc: restoration retaining original spaces and 
tabria can apply tor the assessment rebate. Bu1 thls IS very mirWnBl and W\I in no way atuact any 
owner to conserve The issue 0/ the Government buying over the property does not in anyway arise 
HeritaQO bullOlng owners WOUld lOS ead e 0 see Ule follQw"g-

asS&Slance.,,;u, restoration costs (e.g, in France ~ederal Govemment 50%. Sla:e or Pro
vincial Govenvnent 25%. ov.1lOr's costs. a mere 25%) 
asslStl!nCf1 vilh maintonance costs (e,g. London gives maontenance grants) 
a r8<fuoed electric:i1y rate 
reduced property gains tax 
walvo< 01 stamp duty 
e tax exempIJon tor restoration matMals & levies for foreign artisans 
pioneer Slatus & double1aX reductions (as., tourism & industr\al pro,ects) • 

AS In all heritage cities with Ule scarcity factor. marketlorces have led to vory substantial increases ... 
the value of heritage buildings in George Tov..,.,. This Is a much bot er incentive bUlthe value wil only 
conlWlue '0 grow ~ conservatiOn regulations are sllingently and impartially enforced. The va eo/the 
hen age building - escalate as long as neighbou~ng properties are similarty controlled. Noone 
YIOUld Vlant to invest money in restoring a site n they coutd not be sure thatth r neighbour would nOl 
be allowed '0 have a to,,,,ring high rise block Jl8Jrtto them 

The Cheong Fan Tze Mansion 
14 Leith Street George Town Penang 

ra~,' 15 



Penang Heritage Trust Newsletter 

9nfernalionaf Si onum 

ATIONAL S MPOSIUM 0 

STUDIES 0 HISTORICAL HERIT GE 
17 - 21 S PI mber 001 A talya, frey 

Research Center for Preservation of Historical Heritage, established In 2005 In yytdyz Technical 
UniverSIty. organizes an International Symposium on ' Studies on Historical Hentage' in Antalya. The 
symposium will be as a continuation of the previous international symposia entitled "Studies in Ancient 
Structures· held In Istanbul in 1997 and 2001 . 

Antalya. known as Pamphilia in history, was inhabited 50 thousand years ago and housed Hittites. 
Phyrglans. Lydians. Greeks. Romans. Seljuklans and Ottomans. From 2nd century B.C. on the name of 
the place has been known successively as Altalels. Adalia . Adalya and finally Antalya. Housing many 
historical remains from these periods. Antalya is one of the most suitable places to communicate the 
rapid advances made In theoretical and applied aspects of studies in preservatIOn of historical heritage. 

This symposium is aimed to provide an international and multi
diSCIplinary meeting for researchers and practitioners to present 
and discuss past. present and future of historical art and 
architectural heritage and their environments. It will bring 
together historians. art historians. archaeologists. architects. 
engineers. scientists. building surveyors. urban planners. and 
other specialists to eXchange their analytical. experimental. 
historical and constructional experiences and studies in 
preservation of histoncal heritage. 
For more detlals. Sit http://\W/W.shh07.Ylldiz.edu.trl 

9nkrnalionaf Conference 

The 2"" [II(emational Conferellce Oil Tour; ", alld 
Ho pitality (ICTH): Pla""illg alld Managing Heritage 
for the Future 
Universiti Utara Malay ia and the ational Heritage DciXlrtmcnt. 

I ini try of Cliiture, Arts and Heritage Malaysia are pica ed to announce 
the 2"' International Conference on Tourism and Ho pitality (ICTH): 
Planning and Managing Heritage for the Future to be held on 30th July at 
I t August. 2007 at Marriott Putrnjaya. The theme is chosen because 
heritage forms non-renewable resources that become a subject of 
conservation and tourism. In the tourism and hospitality indu. try of 
Malaysia for example, heritage become an 10\ aluable as et for enriching 
tourist experience. Recogni7ing thi , and in 
conjunction \ ith Vi il Malay ia 2007. we cordially invile all academics. 
researchers and prtlctitioners involved in hcritage to participate in thi 
conference and 'hare their experiences. Please visit our website at hnp:/I 
fpha.uum.edu,myfjclh071 for more detai ls. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Azi lah Kasim 
hairpcrson 

I TH2oo7 
Faculty of TOlin m and 11o pitali ty Managcment 
Uni\ersiti Urora alaysia 
MA AYSI 

Venue: Oedeman Resort. Antalya 
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9nfemafiona{ Conference 

12'" ITER 'A TIOJ 'AL CO FEREJ CE OF 'ATIO 'A L TR 'STS 

December 3'" -5", 2007 New Delhi. India 

INTACH 

International ational Trust Organization ( TO) i a fo rum tbat enables 
conservat ion pccialisls from around the world to share e perience and b· ·t 
practice. to develop collective strategic , to promote intcrnational cooperation, 
and to build the capacily of ne' and emerging Tnlsts. INTO meets ever), two 
years to exchange idea of heritage management. conservation and latest 

technologies applied in th is fie ld and other related i ' lies. The last lwo international conferences' ere held 
in Washington, D.C. in 2005 (ho led by the U.S. I Btionsl Trust for Historic Pre ervation. with 175 
international pan.ieipant ), and in Edinburgh in 2003 (hosted by the ationol Trust for cot land. with 
representlllion from over 40 cOlmtries). 

The Indian atiollal Tru I for Art and ultl.lral Heritage (IN A H) has been an active member of INTO 
ince 2000, we havc contributed major presentation 10 the dinburgh and Washington meetings, organized 

a regional chapter for the A ia-Pacifie region, and become an active member of thc INTO steering and 
planning committee. r T H was founded in 19 in ew Delhi \ ilh the vision to stimulate and pearhead 
heritage awarene and con erv3tion in India. TA H i loday thc largest membership organization in the 
country dedicated to con ervation. A core profe ional tnff at the headquaners, look after the Divi ion, . 
namely, Architectural Heritage, Indian ouncil for Conservation Institutes (I I), hapters Divi ion, 
Heritage Education and 'ommunication ervices (H E ) Divi ion, atural Heritage. CullUral Affair and 
Heritage Touri III Division. I A II i a member of matly important national and international organizations 
and h, participated in major conferences on con 'crvatioo, also gamering suppon through it overseas 

haptc:rs in oited Kingdom, ew York and Belgium. hapters io Canada and Japan are aloin the offing. 
I 'TACH's programmes and projects aim at community development and po erty alleviation with 
employment generation. (For detai ls see \\ vw.int3ch.org) 

The main theme of Ihe 12th Lnternarional Conference of !ational Tru ts will be Heritage and 
Development with focus On: 

Heritage and Globalization 

onservation of Heritage in Regions of Confl ict and NaDlral Disasters 

Ilcri tage TOllri m and onscrvatiOIl 

Funding for onservation Projects 

Regional operation 

lIeritage EdUcatiOtl 

Heritage and onscrvation Management 

Intangible Heritage 

• Legislation for Heritage Conservation 

Role of ational Tru t 

RCj:i tration 

\IE E 
Ashok Hotel, 

ew Delhi 

Registration fee 

500 only 
T ME SCHEDULE 

ubmi ' ion of paper: 
April 30, 2007 
Last Date for Regi tration: July 30, 2007 

The registration ch:lrgcs for tbe conference are as follows: 
Foreigners 500 per pax 
Indian. R. 5000/- per pax 
Booking for hotel and tran port can be made for \ hich paymcnt has to be made eparately by thc 
parti IpantS who wi h to regi ter. 
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Penang council's move not 
prudent nor responsible 
w~ .... · .MM. It ~.t1~p..t>h\ 
• -" Ito trw ""'nc "tJtt.rl\' CotrC'lrJ 
bl,a,f't dI~.lIJ ~ ~~r-~nd \In1M' ~ 
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news without b >rders 

Quaint old chapel 
- -

to be relocated 
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Munier and Art Treasure on Penang Hill 
A hike .Iong lh 1oniol Rood. Ihe earliesl .une)ed trail on Penang HIli 
evenlually lead 10 Ihe" hri lian Brothers' BWlgalow", lhe hllllop retreal of lhe 
La Salle Brolhers. pioneers of educalion 10 \>tala) 13 lIu,led high on a pur 
abO\e Aycr ham. Ihls 1 no ordmary hill,slallon bungalow. Indeed. il ha more 10 
common wilh , monaslery. compn 109 as il doe-. >ome Ihiny or forty room . The 
Inlelure appc:l'" 10 ha\e been built in Ihree stage,. \\ ilh IWO Imer wings 

ex lending in line behlOd Ihe onglnal bUilding. The IWO- IOn:}' bUildings are of 
limber con lru lion on Slone foundaliollS Thc wall of Ihe ground floor arc also 
buill of 10OC. 

In fronl of Ihe original bu ilding" a hfe-si'!> talUe of Chnl>! 
wilh anns outstrelehed looking OUI aero George To\\ n and 
Aytr halllm app:1n:n1 bt.'Ilediction of the SIllluc of Kuan Yin al Kek Lok i below. The StlNe of 
ChnSiI daled A.D. 1893. AI the bcgmOlng of the \\ooded palh behind Ihe building I anothe< 
lalUe. lhl one of M31) bt.'aIlI1g the mscription. "A loken of gralitude 21" June I ". Whal aet 

was commem raled by till taille' Whal OIhcr SlorM:s dl>e' Ihi. f3>CIfl8ling bulldmg tell? 

The carelaker< Will $ho" \i IIOr> bullet hole in Ihe wall near Ihe pol \\here one oflhe 
Brolhcrs was murden>d b) communm lerrori l> during Ihe 194 -60 Emergency. The Incldenl 
\I a reponed in The TIllie of I.ondon on 20" and 21" April. 1954. Ten Icrron~l. allBeled Ihe 

Brother>' Bungalow on Ihe nighl of 19· Apnl. T\\o Il'n"Ori I cnlered the reading rOOIll and ordered IW brothers 10 
PUI up their hands and look al the floor. I Ihal momenl Brothe< ymphorien ugu IU<. ,ged 63. upe!'\- i or of 

ondary elas 31 I Xavier' In IIIUlion. enlered Ihe room and.1 ned 10 run back bUI his way was barred by a 
IClTOrisl who hOI him. Hc wa wounded 10 the Sloma h and taken 10 hospital \·in the Pcnang HIli Railway bUI died 
from hi \\ound> Ihe ne I day. He i;. buried in We Icm Road Cemetcry 310n - ide hi> many f~lIow leacher Brothers 
buried nearby. hiS grave mllrked b) a imple Slone cro» w ilhoul menlion of Ihe \ iol nl 3C1 lhal caused hiS dealh. 

The Brolher> ' Bungalow contain. 1lI0re than forgonen .Iories a nd lame .. 
Off 10 one idc of Ihe original building I a mall chapel. imple m design 
and hom of any decomti n apan from a beauliful lalOcd·gl., window in 
Ihe chancel where once Ih 31t.1r lood. The "lIldo\\ depl I the bo} J U 
wilh 1ary and Jo eph on eilher .ide. The ""ndow I~ in n Dr ~rfccl 

condillon, damaged lightly in one comcr and \\11h 1" 0 hairline em k. in 
Ihc glass. The colour-. of lhe pi cc ofst.med -Ia... ho\\c\er. are ri hand 
\ ibram and in Ihe botlom righI-hand comer ;" Ihe IIlscnP110ll J. Dobbelaere 
Brug Belgium 1907. 

The Belgian arti t Jules Dobbclaerc (I 9-1916) was onc ofa frunil of 
famou lamed-glass maker from the Flem!>h lown of Bruge. (Brugi ). 
lils falher Henri Dobbelaere (1 22-18 ) \\, also a painler renowned for hi historical and religiou en.,.,. He 
began making lamed-gl s in lhe I 60 And Jule. eamed on Ihe work after hi father'. dealh. cfC3l1ng gothlc-SI) Ic 
mined-gla window. for churehc m France and Ihc clherlands 3> "ell, Belgium. in ludmg Ihe Jlhedral of 

Bruges. 

Jule> \\3> COO1ml- loned 10 ere Ie Ihc tamed· -13>s window for the new chapel 10 be built for Ihe onvenl ofthc 
1I0ly In fa l1l Jesus in ingaporc. Work wa laned in 1901 and Ihe Chapel was e n raled m 1904. Dobbelacre 
also worked on ",indo\\ for lhe chapel oflhc Roman alholic boys' 5<:hool in ingaporc. I Jo eph' In IIIUllon. 
when Ihe >chool was eXlended al the somc lime. His work on Ihe windo" oflhc ch.pel in IOgapore mu.1 
h \C led 10 hi crealing the lamed-glru s window of tile La Salle chapel on Pen.ng HIli. Perh3ps fun her e ampl 
oflhi famous Belgian anlsl's tn ined-gla ma lerpleeos ore 10 be found m Olher Roman alholie ilt>linuion m 
Malay is, .ueh as I Michael' In.litutlon m lpoh or I John's InSli lullon m Kuala Lumpur as well Lighl lreel 

onvenl and the cndangered I Joseph' Inslilule in Pulau 1'll:u<. lore re.earch I needed 10 identify. documel1l 
and cOllscn·c uch u-elbure . 

Text by L,·\/1 AX James Ph()tographs by 1I0rT)" ilion 
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India pushes 'graveyard tourism' 

Tourist guides prefer to call it cemetery tourism. 
Others sa~' it is essentially meant fo r 'tomb 
travellers, 

But tourISm authorities at the idyllic lI imal3yan Indian 
tate of Himachal Pradesh are loathe to woo British 

tourists with,u h macabre soundmg pitches. 

o they arc telling Ihem a vi,it to Ihe tatc' many 
EuropeAn graveyards is on added 'oonu • on th II' 
itinerary. 

According to official cstimm ,there nre some 10 m310 
'European' graveyards in the tnle, which mainly house 
thc remains of British people who died in India. 

The London-based British Assoclalion for emelerics in 
South ia (Bacsa). however. cstimales the Slate has a tOlal 
of 42 such ecmeleric . 1 any of them are open to the public. 
although new burials nO longer take place there. 

Ro ie Llewellyn·Jon of Bac>a say. the ri ing mlere I 
among Bri lish louri ts in travelling to grovcyards of 
ancestOrS is due to "onen an inbuilt love of 'ccmeteries 
among the Briti. h people" and a "hu 'C boom" in 
genealogy and research inlo one's an cstors. 

"A large number of British people had relative, who 
ervcd in tndi., nOI just as officials. but as oldiers. 

shopkeepers. traders, tea planters. forest officIal , 
teachers. 011 sionane phOlographers." 'he ay . 

-Tourists and researchers ore g 109 10 India to lind and 
phologRlph the grav or their anc tor. nnd al 0 to sec 
the places where their aneeslors Ii\'ed and worked. SO 
there is a splO-off effect." 

andoli ed Loc,al tourism oOicinls ay mnny Brilish 
tourists ask tounsl guides to take them to the graveyards 
of Iheir anceSIOrs. 

"The cemeteries were 
deliberately created to 
be like a little part of 
England" Rosie 
Uewellyn-Jones, 6acsa 

To !like advnn!llge of Ihis growing interest. 
Ihis touri I-friendly tate - last year 
Himachal Pradesh attracted 7.3 mI ll ion 
tounst • including 00,000 foreigners. and 
10llnsm eonlributed % to its gross 
domeslic product - is now embarldng on 
documenting and restoring th 
grove yards. 

Aulhorities and expen alike agree tbat 
many of the cemeteries are in a derelict late and 
urgently need restoratIon and mainlenanee - one official 
says stone have been stolcn and the graveyards have 
been vandalised. 

Local hi torian Raja Bhasin hru been commi i ned to 
document Ihc -uropcan gRlveyards. to make the 
information co,ily accessible to foreign touri ts and to 
begin pl'Opc!f rest ration work 

1 he cemeleries he is w rking on include four in Ihe 
tale api!al. himla. The olde t one in himlo dales 

back to the I 20s with 3 dozen gray . and monument . 

"Thc dead have a mixed prollie. We have an entire 
British rami ly that dicd of cholera. for example. At a 
cemetery in Knngra fort. the dead ale all British 
soldiers," he sa . 

Tourism ehiefTanon ridhar says Ihat visit 10 anoe to 
gTU\cyard could c ily become pan of the tatc's 
'heritage touri 01 circuit' . 

"We arc: not goinS 10 be hard clling il wilh such names 
3> cemetery toun m." he says. 

For many Briti h tourist. this will com a good news -
Ihere is an expected upswing of Brillsh tourists to India 
in 2007. which will mark the I OIh nnnivcr>.ary of what 
the Brillsh call the Indinn Mutiny. and Indians call the 
first war of independence. 

"In hill SUllions in nonhcm India Ihe cemeleries are very 
similar to our Brilish cemeteries. TIley were deliberalely 
created 10 be like a little pa" of England. 3 'foreign field 
that is for e\er England' as the poct said. and SO we fccl at 
home there." say Bacsa's R . ie Llewellyn-Jones. 

OJ' OUlik Oi ..... ". BBC ''''.' , ~/hl 
.11051 of lire grl1>Y!}'orns /lcod ITS/ora/ioll ond /lpkeep Pic .. : 
Rajet!V Sood 
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Chinese hero memory burn bright in Penang hou e 
8)' ,vi/uksi Ko. '" nage 

Re utt 
Wednesday. January 3. 2007: 3:23 A 

PE A, G. Mal y.ia (Reute",) - The fate ofChina's 
lasl imperial dYIlB>l)' \\a, >oealed in an unlikely place 

an IOdlgo-bluc hophou c jammed il1lo a bu Iling 
commercial Ire I on the M laysian i land f P<nang. 

Here. carly in Ihe last cenlury. Chine.c revol ulionary 
leader un Y31- en. shanered by the slrain of leading 
nine failed rebellions agoinsl the country' erumbhng 
Qing dynaslY. broke down and be' cd di - oUnlged 
upponer 10 aid him on la I time. 

"I will nol trouble you a ain." hi,torian Khoo alma 
Nasuli n quoled the di traughl 4-I-)ear-old a, lell ing 
the hlOesc nllgram mercham who had funded hi 
cffons. 

"The resl was hi ory." she added. "The m ncy rai ed 
from his <upponcrs f" nded IWO rebellion III 1911, 
which o,crthrcw the lonehu dyna Iy and made him 

hina's first proyi ional president." 

un. the falher of the revolulion that toppled China' 
I I emperor in 1911. died in 1925. and is a hero in 

hina de pite being tbe fonner leader of the 
Ku minmng. or ationalist Pony, dcfealed by the 
Communi t. in 1949. 

The 1910 meetin ' wi th his buckers in Malay.ia. 
known 10 hI lOry a Ihe " Penang Conference," wa 
held in uller sc<:rccy in un's headquaner on 
Annenian trecl, crowded round with ccrcl ocicl)' 
dens and temples buih by migrant ChineloC tmders. 

un, a \V tern-cducnted phy iet.n eXiled by the QlIlg 

governmenl. ploned the Conton 
upri ing from his base in the 
bu thng lben-Brili h-comrolled 
pon of Penang on the we t coo t 
of coloni.1 1.la 'II . 

Fe, tm cs oftbe dyoanlle leader 
remain. apart from an e<hlblllon of 
photographs that omm morate.. 
hi brief l3y on Ihe i land. \\ here 

un had soughl refuge from the 
Manchu-<lominated Chinese 
governmenl. 

Yc:1 the housc, with its narrow 
po ages .• m II COUrlyard' . 

winding ta irea s and hidden 
room" bears po""rful ttS"m nr 
10 the ,ccreey IhOl ,UlTounded 

un' revoluti naty aCli\'ilies. 

"Thi was his life. It was always in the: hadows:t ~aid 

Khoo. who.c family hn., owned the hou inee il wa 
boughl in the 1930s by her grandfather. an arm 
dealer who wanled a place to lore hi lock.Now, 
almo I a cenlury later. Khoo' hophouse c~es n 
dilTerenl purpose as the home of the Lestan Heril3 e 
Network. whieh run a program of henl3ge 
con rvallon proJe t - around 13, as "ell a 
pul>li,hin ' finn. 10 document it> activities. 

Th nelWor1<. run by Khoo, hn helped fund effons 10 

reSI re hcrilage buildings in fonner mere.nlile and 
colonial centers in India. Indon ia. Pakistan and 
Thai land . 

Ageneic such as Ihe Japan 
foundation and the 'ew York-
b. cd In titutc for ultuml 
Entcrpri c havc helped provide the 
fund . 

" un Yat-,.n u>~d the .hophouse 
a.. a b3.>e for hi revolulionary 
a th lIie ." said Khoo. "~ e arc 
comlllg full cirele with thc ti.SEC-::::J ,hophoU>e a, a center for heritage 

he added. "My famil thought I was crazy to spend 
so mueh money and effon 10 rc t re Ihe hophousc. 
But they now realize tht hophouse could have been 
10 t r. revcr if nothing wus done." 
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he declined to ay how much <he had 10' csted 10 the 
Ilrojoct. Her efforts have paid off. 

ChlOa officially reeogJlizcd thc si tc when President Hu 
Jin Tao VI ned thc hophou e in 2002 and presented 3 

eommemorativc plaque to Khoo. At the time, Hu was 
China' vicc-president. 

But OIhcr 11 10 Penang socl8ted WIth un have 
lowly begun to dIsappear. un's house, located m a 

different part ofGeorgctown. h 10llg ,ince been 
dC:lIloli.hed. 

lin held secrel gathering.~ in Perung to spread his ideas 
about overthrowing the Qing dyn tyand can'3Ssing 
for funds. 

He wa able to tap mto the entimenll. of the vlbmnt 
hintt.e misrnnt community. which was bitt rly upset 

o>er news that their home country had been ravaged by 
famlOc and 10m apart by CIvil war and clashmg 
warlords. 

"These buildtngs can pi logether un's \>ialaYSI3 
lOry bUllhcy face an uncertain fu ture," s id Khoo, 

lamenting thnt ogeneie, of the state and federal 
go.emment had shown little interesl in con Cf\<ation 
cOorts in Georgetown. 

"People here are low to realize that Penang ha ueh 
links to international history It is n harne." 

But one proof of un's pre:.ence in Pennng sull hves 
on. tn the fonn of a Chincse new p.1pcr launched 10 the 
hophollse for dl tnbulion among hI, ,uPJlOrtCf>. 

Today. the paper. whIch fcatur un' enlhgmphy 10 

11 rna thead, 1< Malaysia's 10ngeM-running Chmesc 
duily with n circulation of up to 72.000 in 2005. 

- un Yat-sen knew how to move the hearts and pockeb 
of the o\~-r..ea hinc with hi peechcs." Khoo said. 
'"The new paper brought it to another Ic\·c!. ow, thm's 
all wc III ;l.1alay in have ofhim.-

Photo courtd) of The Slur 
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IT IS JANUARY 2007!! 
0'1' 

The PI IT ha, One of the lowest GO subseiptions 
-R 13 a month - but we DO depend n them 10 keep 

gOlOg. 0, if you enjoy the ite visit & thc ncwslellcr. if 
you nppreeime Ihe projcct Ihal have been camed 0111, if 
you ,hare in the vision for George Town nnd if you 
bclic\c that PIIT i doing a ood jOb. bUI that a lot more 
needs 10 be done ... THE DO 'T FORGET to pay up 
your sllbscripltons 
Admission: RM SO 
Annual subs: RM36 

Overseas postal surcharge (Please OTE( 
M 14 annually for A la, Auslralia, Z. 

(RM36+RMI4) 
RM 24 annually for rest of the world 
[RM36 + RM24J 

Enqulne : phrru!l~strc.my,.com 

Tel: +604-2642631 (M.gdelin heau Fung) 
Just end your cheque to : 
Thr Pcnang IIrrltagr Tru I 
26 hureb trect 
10200 Penung 

Future Site Visits: 

l. 51 Anne Church Buki! Mertajam 

2. Heritage Trail o( Balik PuJau 

3. God of II aven Temple 'Tee Kong 
Tua' at Ayer ( tarn 

4. 5ungai Bakap Kee Estate (re-vi it) 

5. Taiping Heritage Trail 

6. Telok Bahang and the Nature 
Re erve Park 

7. Lighthouse and Fort Comwallis 
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LNI G HERITAGE TREASURES AWARD 
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GEORCE TOWN on STATUS 

Penang 
forgetting 
its history 
TlUst: Where' the celebration? 
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»These streets 
should oach 
have a birth 
certificate to 
note its orlgln« 
DAIUKANWARfAZAL 
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Temple gets 
Unesco award I 
It's the only Southeast Asian recipient 
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Birch House & demolition of adjacent shop houses 111/1111 DII/II K,'ral/l"l 

(",'xl /c- I/CI,lOJ) 

tatistics for Pcnnng hophouscs dcmoli~hed in 2006 (mor. Ihan 80~, domol"hed or ~buill) 

t Of':91- S I , n" 0310 K~f:Sl11at 

1'\", .\().! JII1 D"tl) K"'.Jlllat 
Bm.h flv.u!'>C. Jlo Dato- ('ranut 
l\C\l to Bm:h HOlbi! 

hculo 203 Hullon l.ane: 
l\o. 112 Hutton Lane 
'-d. ~~bM~-.»n Sri T.lnJ,,", 
~JtJ SIn.,,<1 

1~5. IS7 & 159 Cam;t\«I SI 
6, H.W. 12. 14. 16,IS.2". ~2, 
A.. ~ •. \6 \1"4''''11">( Rond 
20 & 22 Queen Stred 
21 KIng Strcel 
CamJ,,,,'" Succt 
Bud;'lnith;Jm "'ilrttt 
('um:n-cM"l l1~ 
11\ IB t.:do (h"", LJO< 

Sharhoo-.(' (S lInlh) 

. horholl~ (2 onib) 
'f.lI.I~ 8un~llo .... 41 WIlt) 

Ro\'\ of lJiophOI1.'t.:" (14 Unit,,> 
Ro" of ~hl)phl)u!'tc~ (13 unlt~) 
"hopltOl.U<' (2 umh.) 
,lk'l)htUM: (2 Unit),) 

BUI.e.lk>" rI unin 
Ru~ of ~~I.;c1) ( I 0 unll~ ) 
10\\ of' 'ihclflh(lu~ (10 um lS) 

901
., dclmolif.hcd f\.'·tM.uh 

1(1)1 . dcmoli,hcd' rebuilt 
H)(Y'. demoli,hcd 
100". demoh ... hl"d 
) o<r. delllol~I':1l r\."Pl.ft:c: 
90". d.:nwh,.h\"-d rd)(,11 11 
94)"1. tklUolu.,~, ... d R'hullt 
100·. ~lIIoll"'hc~ 
!'lOt. dcmol.~ed rc~nh 
9(1'. dt:1Il1)11~h('d·rc:tJU I II 

I Olr'. dl!moh .. hc:d 
~. dl,."mI.lh~hcd. Rbuli1 
W'. dcmC"hs.'u:d' ~bulh 
SO"'. dcm()lt~hcd 
1<0% clemo" hod 

Sh 'PI: IU~ 112 I.Inihl 
Shuph ~ 12unh ) 
"jJurh"U\C ( 1 unit) 
~I~IO( (9 UflIb) 

,),""""','" (I~ un'h) 
~1'o('(IUOll) 

«hopbou~ (2 UOtb) 

90". dc:m(lI.J.hcd· r\.-bulh 
90·;,- dano1i!o.hai t~bulh 
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'Book 1?.Pview 
tN I tt 

------:-::::::-~ 
Julia de Bierre with photography by James Bain l1lilh. 
PelllmK Throllgh Gilded Doors 

rcca Books, George own, Pcnang, 2006. 

ot another Penang picture book! o. indecd. This is not ju t 
another glos,), ouvenir book of the u ual l>hotographs for the touri t 
market. Julia de Iliem:'s book i a labour oflo\'c crealed by an 
Engli hwoman bom in Penang who remains a Penangite 31 henn . 
Julia de Bierre and Jam Bain mith have ucceeded In capturing 
the spirit of Ihis I land. it. placcs and ill; people through a unique 
blend of namliv.: and photographic record. Julia' narrative ren 
a love of Penang begun Ihrough childhood attachmenlS and 

imprc ion and matured through lime and absences to a warm fondne and respect for those thing., in Penung 
that have an abiding familiarity despite the changes wrought by modem development, In the thematic approach 
adopted by Julia and Jamcs the book present a cries of chaptcrs that unite the hi tori cal, uhuml. arch,tectural. 
rcligiou and ethnographic in a coherenl and \ery plea ing blend. PI!II(m8 Through Gi/(/ed Doors is a book to 
SlIvour and treasure. 

The book i a first for a Malaysian publi>her. printed and pubh hed in both an Engli,h edition and a French edition 
(Pel/Qllg - La porle (Ie SCClWS) by Penang', Own Areca Books fo r release in lalay ia and France. The book \\ s 
onicially launched III Pcnang at the Town Iiall on .,.. December 2006 by H.E. the Governor of Penang. The 
onicial launch of the French edition took place in Paris on I 'h October in an arrangement wllh Tourism Malaysia 
following a l>Ofll.uneh at the Alliance Fran~:llsc III Penang on 13" Oclober. 

T(!.~I by Lesli A.K. Jamt!s Photo Courtesy Til SlOr 

Living harmony at our doorsteps 
THE Perlang He<ltage Tl'Ust (~1), as an NGO 
comm.tted to Penang'S Mural heritage. vlOUld 
like to .ecord our _t for thO GlObal Elhlcs • 
Project (GEP) sponsored by the Konrad 
Adenauer FOundatlOn (KAF) whiCh was so 
unfBO.ly cntlc1Sed by a Penang umno delegale were suddenly Informed tI\IIt eCftaln Officials II 
al tile party's gentf81 assemblY recently The. charge oIl$18mlcaff8.l$hadra.Sed strongOOjllC· 
Dack&lound preparation and ObjectIVeS 01 thO uons ~nd Vie had to stop 
PloleCi have been eleartyexplalned by the KAF T1Ils dl.eCI1~ clearly runs counlCllO ou. 
Malays&an represontatlve Pete< ScI1oer. declared nallonal policy 10 cultivale a sense of 

The PHT suppUrted the pro,ec In Penang by unity aml<lSt <ive.S/ly that IS being prOlllOted by 
IIlCMJlng 8 "\I/I)<ld RellgJOUs Walk" lor schOOls the "MiStry 01 NatIOnal Unity Penang can lav 
by rakIng advantage 01 the existing religiOUS CIalm 0 be a model society _e for genera
InsllwtJons along Jalan Me5jld Kapitan Kling, a lions dlffell!nt cOl1lllUlfties have lived cheek by 
slreelthat our tou.lsm depanment hIlS P'MIy Jowl.n perfect ha.mony. Even in our lourlsm 
called Penang'S -Street of Hamlony". orOClues. we declare MalaySia to be fluly Asia. 

AS all Pen8l1gjles know. religlouSIn$UWtions KnoYilng the mindsel of penangltes, I can 
along thaI unique street include the Kapitan confidently saythst 1I11s kind Of sentiment <IOes 
KI Mosque. theAnglican CIIUlch, Ihe Kwan notrecresentthema.t1$treamM8laYSlllPen~ 
Y.n T~and the Sn ,taha MftllamanTempie" sadly .• t seems lh.:l these ffilnontyVOlCes have 
aI hlSlorlCilllnSbtutlon$est~hed In lhO 19th orgaOised IhemsClVO$ so well as 10 glYe that 
century. As !he nu>t has 3 v.o.1ong relallonShop totally false Mnll<esslon (0 the govClIlment lhos 
WIth most of these ,"stitullons, IYO made trend to treat MY 8ClJYltywhere people 01 dlf 
dllangemenls lor tllCl' guam ans 10 brie/thO ferent~lglOUSafl'h3tlonsC8nlllroraCl wl!hooch 
stooonl$ durll1g the tour othe< as OQuals .s • threa 10 natIOnal SCCUlily. 

OtrIl1g lhe SIX·weet durabon of the GEP exhi mUSI be resisted 
botlon I~SI year. more than 400 studenlS we<e we musl see such actIOns In tilell true IIghl 
ShO'lm lhO exhibibon foiloweO bY 8 tour OIlhese Tl1a1 ". an ellortto dIvide and Isolate IndMdual 
.nsbIUbOns. The response was most gratilYing commumbe$lor tllc setflSh inte<ests 01 certaIn 
In IOrms of the Sludents' leedo.ck and the groups \110 seek to dIVide and .ule. an age·old 
.esultlng <lCmand fO.lhese tours slralegyuSed bY ti10 colon.al powers 

HO'iI'ever. vmca the ided was mootpO thaI 
lhe';e8CII'I~Il'SCOUld be madOa .egular fealure Tunku Oatuk or Ismeil runku 
ol lhO SClIoors extraCurneulO, acllvltles, we Mohammad Xlwa 

Projek ....... . 
Etika Global 
Pulau Pinang 
Ci -'I r 

~ e + ( • 

Photo COllrtesy of 
!A.-Siari I /('rilag~ Nctwork 



rnrnr!l 
NEWS Paris welcomes trams back to town 

Saturday, 16 December 2006 

Paris has inaugur3ted a modern electric tram line a long a settion of 
Ihe cl ty 's inner ring road , Ihe Ilrs l time trams bne run In Ihe city 
s ince 1937. 

Mayor Bertr:lnd Delanoe rode the first Iram on the new T3 line, built 10 
olTer Pari ian environmenlally-friendly pubhe transport. The line is set to 
carry 100,000 peop le 3 day along a crowded section on the Left Dank of 
the cine. 

The opening was boycotted by right-wing oppo il ion parties. Thcy have 
opposed the 300m euro (S400m; (200m) development. calling il a WllSle 
of money. 

BUI Mr Delanoe defended the tram I>rojecl. the largesl pub lic transport project for Paris since the eny' ring road 
was built in the 19705. "We nc:cd to respond 10 pollulion with aelion, it's a neee ity of public health and 
ei\~l i sa,ion:' he said. "!lalf of Ihe planet's populahon lives in lowns loday, so we need 10 make behaviour evolve." 

World approval 

F~----~C;;:;:;:~;;;;;;;;;;;;r;j Tram lines 
already run in 
some 
suburb.n 
areas outside 
Paris' city 
limit , 

BUllhe new 
lram is the 
first within 

Ihe meltopolitan area ince Paris's exlen ive IJ'3m 
network WllS finally closed JUSt before World War II . 
Those lram ,\ hielt began as horse-dra\\ n carriages, 
raJl from the mid-19th Century and predaled the cilY's 
underground Metro Syslem. 

T he n w line runs through 17 lOPS in the eiIy', 13th, 
141h and 15th arrondissements. 10 link the Garigliano 
bndge on the eily's westem edge v.ith the Pon e d ' h'!)' 
10 Ihe SOUlh-east, TIlcre are plans 10 expand the 
network 10 other aJ"C3S of the city. Joum eys On the new 
line will be free dunng the lram' inaugural weekend, 
with fares after thaI co ling Ihe same a the bus line 
Ihe tram ha replaced. 

The mayors of Be irut, London, 10nlreal. Barcelona. 
B3m3ko. tockholm and Antananarivo were '" I'a.tis 
for the opening ceremony. 
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Diplomats by Default 
14th OClober, 2006 

DiplomalS by Defalill. a public talk by Dr. Anita 
Hibler. member of the Indon ian Historical 
Society and co-author of ElephtJII/s for Mr. 
Uncol". Americ(1I/ eMI 1+0,..£ra Diploll/ac)' in 
SoU/heas/ Asin. Or. Hibler gave nn inte. ting and 
colourful accOunt of the a tivities of American 
mi ionarics and merchant in E Asia. with 
particular reference to Penang and the Straits 

ttlements, III the 19" ccntury. 

• • • •••• • •• •• • • •••••••••••••• 
rams in George Town 

71h i'(ovember, 2006 

In his public talk on Trams ill George TaWil , Ric 
Francis, co-author of Pellallg Tram.,. Trolleybllses & 
Rail .... ays: Mllllicipal Trallsporl His/or)' I Os 1963. 
eliciled media 
interest in the 
idea of 
reinlroducing 
trams to Penang. 
He uggc ted the 
usc orthe 
original tramway 
from Weld Quay, 
part of whieh wa 
uncovered during 
rcccnt road works 
at Chulia Strcet 
and Penang 
Road. (Sec page 
27) 
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Phuket's Baba Heritage 
131h December, 2006 

I'ublie 
prcscnllltion on 
Heri/age of 
Pllllkc/ Baba. 
Despite a heavy 
downpour, an 
audience of more 
than 50 people. 
mainly frolll the 

tra its hincsc 
A"5()Ciation but .I~ including PHT members and 
media reporters. reflected strong community intere.t 
in Baba· 'yonya heritage. The programme began with 
a c:Iemonstration by Michael Cheah on how to \\~r 
tradit iona l nyonya kcbaya att ire, u ing two "models". 
'heau fu ng and "lag. Khoo alma osution, herself. 

nyon '3, gave a talk on Pcnang.Phllkct historical 
nncetions and the heritage of the ' Phuket Baba', a 

project he researched in 2005 as an I\ sinn Public 
Intclleetual (API) Fellow. 

Dr Pranee akulpipatana from Phukct highlighted the 
Baba Pcranakan Convention to be held 1·3 December 
2006 in Phukel. 'he was 30c0mpamed by Dr Kosol, vioe· 
I>re ident and chairman of Phukct Baba Peranakan 

onvcntion ommiUet. In. uwalai. Director Touri m 
Authority of Thailand. and three other reprcscnlllltvcs 
fro m Tourism Thailand. In a lively presentation. they 
outllined the interesting <eminar programme and visit 
package planned fOr the convention. Their enthusiasm 
aroused >trong interest in tbe audience and further 
>trengthened the historic tics liclWcen Penang and PhllkeL 

•••••••••••••••• • •••••••• • • • 

The Hired Killer 
3rd December, 2006 

Public screening of TIr~ 
Hired Killer by local film 
maker Julian Cheah, a fil m 
shot entirely In George 
Town, featuring hcrilllgc 
ar<:'JS and landmarks. 

Un/, '1{1\'('Jflrally llUh'tJ, th .. "kIn and Qpinion.\ expn'3.w:d in, 1M ar'kl4!~ orr /~ tnllhiw ~ UK" (md do ,rlH 

f)('('(':JMJyilJ' n-pl'~s~n' I~ "iC'K:J and opiniOlfl of PI" 


