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A Messace From OuUr PATRON

I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE PENANG HERITAGE
TRUST FOR THEIR INITIATIVES AND WORK TOWARDS CREATING
GREATER AWARENESS FOR THE CULTURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL
HERITAGE OF PENANG. BEING HISTORICALLY AT THE CROSS
ROADS OF REGIONAL TRADE SINCE THE 18" CENTURY, PENANG
HAS A FASCINATING MIX OF DIFFERENT REGIONAL ETHNIC
CULTURES.

From MALAYS AND ACHENESE TO THAIS, BURMESE, CHINESE,
INDIANS AND EUROPEANS, THEY HAVE ALL LEFT A LIVING
LEGACY SEEN IN EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE IN PENANG — IN OUR
URBAN ARCHITECTURE FROM GRAND MOSQUES AND TEMPLES
TO THE HUMBLE SHOPHOUSE, IN OUR EXQUISITE NYONYA
COSTUMES, BLENDING THE BEST FROM SO MANY CULTURAL
INELUENCES, IN FOOD FROM FOUR STAR FUSION CUISINE TO
THE HUMBLE HAWKER FARE. PENANG AS IT IS TO-DAY IS THE
END PRODUCT OF YEARS OF CULTURAL FACILITATION AND
ASSIMILATION.

I AM VERY HAPPY TO SEE AN NGO ACTIVELY PROMOTING
HERITAGE AT ALL LEVELS ~ FROM SCHOOL CHILDREN TO SENIOR
CITIZENS, FROM GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATIONS TO GOVERNMENT
AND INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES LIKE UNESCO anp WMF
~ FORGING CLOSE LINKS WITH STAKEHOLDERS. I AM SURE

THESE EFFORTS WILL GO A LONG WAY IN CREATING GREATER
TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG MALAYSIANS OF
DIFFERENT RACES, AS WELL AS IN FACILITATING VISITORS,

PARTICULARLY TOURISTS, REALIZE THE CULTURAL RICHNESS
OF OUR REGION.

Nonya paraphernalia (such as underwear ) &
History of Penang Shoes from embroidered boots
for bound feet to Jimmy Choo’s

CONGRATULATIONS ALSO TO THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
FOR HOLDING SUCH AN INTERESTING EVENT AT A UNIQUE
VENUE LIKE HOMESTEAD. [T IS INDEED BEFITTING OF YOUR
HERITAGE ORGANIZATION.

I SINCERELY WISH THE PENANG HERITAGE TRUST EVERY
SUCCESS IN ITS EEFORTS TO MAKE PENANG AN EXEMPLAR
HERITAGE CITY IN THE REGION.

e

DATIN PADUKA SERI ENDON MAHMOOD Ronggeng Ticket dancers & the CM

P4GE 2
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Federal ministers, Chia Kwang
Chye & Lim Keng Yaik

The Winners of the Best Dressed Competition

Dato Yeap, Dato Kee, Dato & Datin Kadir
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Dato Wong
Kam Hoong
Dep.Minister of
Arts, Culture &
Heritage

§ PENANG HERITAGE TRUST
¥ ARy Thousant Oniy [ 50000

Mark Yeoh of YTL Corp
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MESSAGE OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
FROM
ORGANISING CHAIRPERSON
Y.Bug Daro’ Kee PHAx CaERN
“ There is as much greatmess of mind in ackmowledging
a good tum, as in doing it.” Seneca

A FUND-RAISING EVENT CAN ONLY BE SUCCESSFUL IF THE
ORGANIZATION IT IS SOUBCING FUNDS FOR, IS OF GREAT REPUTE
AND HAS A HIGH STANDING IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
secTor. THE PENANG HERITAGE TRUST IS ONE SUCH
ORGANIZATION. SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN 1986, THE PHT
IS CONSISTENTLY DEDICATED TO ITS VISION AND MISSION OF
URBAN REVITALIZATION IN INNER Ciy GBORGE TOWN THAT
1S FOCUSED ON PEOPLE-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT, PENANG'S
CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND AWARENESS, HISTORICAL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION,
COMMUNITY-BASED HERITAGE AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
INITIATIVES.

Now THAT WE ARE VYING FOR UNESCO Hemrracs Listang
FOR THE INNER CiTy OF GEORGE TOWN, THERE IS URGENT
NEED FOR FINANCIAL AND MORAL suPpORT FOR PHT 10
CONTINUE AND EXPAND ITS EDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH
PROGRAMMES AS WELL AS PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES. | AM
HAPPY TO REPORT THAT AT THE TIME OF WRITING, ARTS IN
Herirace-PHT GALA DINNER HAS ALMOST ACHIEVED ITS
TARGET OF RAISING RM500,000 FOR THIS NOBLE CAUSE.

WE OWE OUR SUCCESS GREATLY TO MANY PEOPLE AND THE
FOLLOWING MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED:

Y.ABac. Datiy Papuka Sert ENDON BTE MaHMOOD, OUR
BELOVED PATRON FOR HER PATRONAGE AND PRESENCE.

DYMM SuLTAN SHARAFUDDIN IDRIS SHAR TBNT ALMAREUM
SULTAN SALAHUDDIN ABDUL AZZ SHAH ALHAY, SULTAN DAN
Yanc DiPErTUAN NEGERT SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN DAN
JAJAHAN TAKLUKNYA, FOR HIS ROYAL PRESENCE.

Y.AB. Tan Srr Dr. Kor Tsu KoON AND THE PENANG STATE
(GOVERNMENT FOR THEIR RECOGNITION OF PHT’S EXPERTISE
IN HELPING THE HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE AND
THEIR CONSIDERATION OF AN ANNUAL GRANT,

T rorLowiNG Feperat Mimvisters AND Depury MinisTRIES
WHOSE RESPECTIVE MINISTRIES ARE INVOLVED IN HERITAGE
DEVELOPMENT :~

MuntsTeRs:-

1 YB. Daro’ Semt Dr. Lim Keng Yam

A YB. Daro’ Sext Asour Kape Bav Han Sees Fanz
3 YB. Daruk Sezt Urama De. Rass Yariu

4 YB. Datuk Dr. Micaag: Tovap

AnD DepuTY MINISTERS -

L Y.B. Daro’ Wone Kam Hoong.
2. Y.B. Datuk Roserr Lau Hor Cew

FOR THEIR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION AND PARTICIPATION.

DATO’ StepHEN AND DATIN IRENE YEAP FOR THE USE OF
HOMESTEAD, ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT 1CONS OF PENANG
ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE, AS VENUE FOR THE EVENT.

Y.B. D10’ Seri DR, Livt KNG YAIX, FOR MEETING THE
AIR-CONDITIONING EXPENSES TO PROVIDE FOR OUR ‘COOL’
COMFORT DURING THE EVENT.

Mg. Zarir Cama 0F THE HONG KONG & SHANGHAI BANKING
CORPORATION FOR THE BANK'S CONTINUOUS AND
MAGNANIMOUS GENEROSITY IN HELPING PENANG RETAIN ITS
VALUABLE HERITAGE. THE HSBC HAS COMMITTED SUPPORT
70 THE PHT FOR A MINIMUM OF 6 YEARS FOR THE LIVING
Herrracs TREASURES OF PENANG AwaRD. THE BANK 15 ALSO
THE MAIN SPONSOR FOR THE RESTORATION OF SUFFOLK
House. WE CANNOT EXPRESS SUFFICIENTLY, OUR BSOFOUND
GRATITUDE FOR THEIR CORPORATE VISION AND SUPPORT.

SHANGRI-LA HOTELS & RESORTS MALAYSIA FOR ITS NARROW
MARGIN OF PROFIT IN PROVIDING THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE

TrE FOLLOWING CorPORATE COMPANIES AND
ORGANISATIONS :~

SouTHERN BANK BErHAD

Mutri-Purpose Horomngs BHD.

YTL CorpORATION BERHAD

MALAYSIA AIRUINES

Hen Lee Grove

ExQ Proexry (Pavanc) Son Brp.

Bunrr Jassut Hoter Devizoment Sox. Bap.
Kumax Raxyar Fasary Praseanc Sexvicss Son Bi.
[0 OrsocHEMICAL INDUSTRIES BHG.

Tvory Associates Son. Bem. & Ter A Bas Howenes
EasTeRN & ORIENTAL Express

Discovery Overianp HoLmay SoN. Bip.

E P HBEY PI.Sn e p o

FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION IN CASH ORKIND OR BOTH.
{Listed ot of printing).

Mg. Pera Soow, Dato’ Jmusey Crioo, Ms. Creniz TeuM,
THE PENANG STATE MUSUM, THE PENANG STATE ART
GALLERY AND EQUATOR ACADEMY OF ART FOR ASSISTANCE
AND LOAN OF TTEMS TOWARDS THE INSTALLATION EXHIBITIONS.

Mas Resscca WILKINSON ~ OUR RESOURCERUL EVENT CO-
ORDINATOR, Ms MacpALINE NG AND Ms Ho Sueau Fune
FROM OUR SECRETARIAT, AND Mr & Mgs M. Saw oF
AMANDALING AND T1M & JANE YEE FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION
O THE FASHION SHOW.

DEDICATED MEMBERS OF THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES:~
MAIN & SECRETARIAT, INSTALLATION/EXHIBITION,
MARKETING & SALES, PUBLICITY & PRESS, SILENT AUCTION,
AND LOGISTICS. - AN ORGANIZING CHAIRMAN CANNOT ASK
FOR A BETTER TEAM TO WORK WITH.

FINALLY, TO ALL WHO HAVE ONE WAY OR OTHER CONTRIBUTED
TO MAKE THE EVENT A RESOUNDING SUCCESS, [ THANK YOU
FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART. TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
INADVERTENTLY MISSED-OUT IN MY THANKS, I GIVE MY
SINCEREST APOLOGIES.

YOURS GRATEFULLY,

"M
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EDITORIAL

Dear Members,

A thousand apologies - having seen all the preceding pictures and hopefully, having
received the explanatory note from the Honorary Secretary, Ahmad Chik, we hope
we’ll be forgiven for the vast span of fime that has elapsed between the last newslet-
ter and this one. To those members who called or wrote o complain, please under-
stand that we are volunteers, we have regular full-time employment elsewhere and
we are overwhelmed with PHT projects and activities.

In reply to the appeal and apology sent out last month, we have received a few
offers from members to help. We gratefully thank you and will be contacting you
shortly re. guest editorship for various editions.

THE PHT PARTY : The organisation of the massively successful fund raiser Gala Dinner at
Homestead held on 26th March 2005 has kept the Council on their toes for 6 months
with changes of venues and dates due to circumstances totally beyond our control.
That it finally took place at all was an achievement. The incredible effort put in by the
Organising Committee and its Chairperson, Dato Kee, is something the PHT will be
ever grateful for. We are also indebted to the very warm hearted Dato Steven Yeap
for inviting us to use one of the most beautiful historic homes in Penang as the venue.
The fund raiser has allowed us to achieve our ultimate goal of having a home of our
own, of running projects and of paying salaries for a while. It has also led fo a very
high- profile exposure for the Trust and all its efforts. Besides the Prime Minister’s wife
who was the Patron of the night, no less then 5 Federal Ministers and Deputies were
present as well as many prominent captains of industry. The press had a field day and
our advocacy and advisory roles are well-regarded, the PHT being considered a
responsible and mature NGO.

THE PHT BUILDING : After many years of fruitless searching, of not wishing fo compro-
mise, of not being entirely comfortable with grudging offers made and unsuitable
sites available and most importantly, of not wanting to leave future members and
council worrying about where the Trust would operate from, we have FINALLY found
our home. For those of you who were unable to attend the EGM held on 7th May
2005, we proudly wish to inform members that with their approval we have appointed
3 Trustees, Khoo Salma Nasution, Dato Anwar Faizal and Laurence Loh and we have
‘purchased No.26 Church Street, George Town, for restoration and use as the PHT
headquarters. (Description on Page 7 )

The Living Heritage Treasures of Penang Awards were also successfully run. Nomina-
fions were sought from the public in November 2004, the judges met in January 2005
‘and the awards were presented to the 3 winners : Arist and innovator Dato Chuah
Thean Teng, Master Chef Lim Bian Yam and Educator and Cultural Expert Cikgu
Baharrudin, during the Gala Dinner on the 26th March 05. (Refer to Pages 8 & 9)

The AGM was dlso uneventfully held on 3rd October 2004 with the current Council
members serving out their 2nd year.

Again, the Editof apologises, thanks you for your understanding and hopes that the
next newslefter (No.85) with a guest editor will be with you without too much delay.

L.L.Loh-Lim

feseges
FAGL 6
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NO 26 CHURCH STREET

A very early shophouse estimated to have been
constructed around |1 860’s. The first transaction
of sale 1s recorded as |1 686 and it has been held
by one family without ownership change for the last
I 19 years. No tenants were evicted on PHT's
behalf, the house having been vacated for some
time.

It 15 sited within the historic core of the desig-
.nated World Heritage Site and forms part of the
early port settlement.

The building 1s representative of a very early ge-
neric George Town shop house built in the mid
| 9th Century. It 15 smaller, lower, more modest,
less decorative and flamboyant than the later
versions when wealth was more prevalent. 5

This 15 the kind of bullding that 15 considered more
more threatened and endangered because its attrac-
tiveness 1s not so immediately apparent

Its price, size, location and restoration input required
makes it aptly suitable for the Trust. With funding from
World Monuments Watch and State and Federal funds
| collected during the PHT fundraiser, the intention 15

L to bring it back to its oniginal look with terracotta
" roofs and traditional shop facade where goods were
displayed and traders lived upstairs.

If all goes well, we should be in our new home by the
end of the year.

LATEST NEWS : EGM HELD ON 7TH MAY 2005

ALL PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS WERE APPROVED BY THE MEMBERS UNANIMOUSLY

~THE COUNCIL IS AUTHORIZED TO PURCHASE NO.26 CHURCH STREET FOR A SUM
OF RM280,000

~THE FOLLOWING PERSONS ARE APPOINTED AS TRUSTEES FOR PHT:
- DATO ANWAR FAZAL
- LAURENCE LOH KWONG YU
- KHOO SU NIN
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PENANG HERITAGE TRUST / HSBC
LIVING HERITAGE TREASURES OF PENANG AWARDS 2005

Following press publicity and the launch in November 2004 of the above inaugural
awards, a total of 15 nomination forms were submitted by the public. Due to double and
triple nominations, 11 individuals in all were nominated for the year. They represented a
wide range of skills and expertise, coming from the fields of visual arts, traditional crafts,
culinary skills, martial arts, literature and performing arts.

An esteemed Panel of Judges under the chairmanship of retired Chief Justice Tan Sri
Chang Min Tat and comprising of Dato Ismail Adam from Badan Warisan, artist and
educator Tang Hon Yin, musicologist Prof Tan Sooi Beng from USM, Hari Das Nair
from HSBC, Dato Ismail Jewa and Dr Choong Sim Poey from PHT , met in January
2005 and the 3 winners for the year were selected.

They were announced and the awards presented on the night of the Charity Evening
26" March 2005 with presentations made by YAB Datin Seri Paduka Endon Mahmood,
wife of the Prime Minister of Malaysia and witnessed by the Deputy Minister of Culture,
Arts & Heritage Dato Wong Kam Hoong

WINNERS OF THE LIVING HERITAGE TREASURES OF PENANG 2005

1. Dato Chua Thean Teng - 91 years old - Master of Batik Art / A Pioneer
~ The first artist to adapt the andient aaft
of batik wax dying into a medium of fine art
~ 1% Malaysian to be invited to the Commonwealth
Artists of Fame Exhibition in London 1977
~amasworkshangmma]orgalleﬁsw
the world

2 Lim Bian Yam - 72 years old - Chef extraordinaire /
~ Floral Designer & instructor "Cook with love, eat
with gratitude”, an apt motto for Penangites
~ An author, an editor, a pioneer and innovator, Bian
Yam has taught 3 generations of Penangites the
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SITE VISIT REPORT 28 NOVEMBER 2004 THE LOKE MANSION

The Loke Mansion site visit stands as one of the most successful in the history of our PHT site visits over
the last 5 years. A total of 125 members and friends were given a rare opportunity to enjoy the ambience
of one of Penang’s most admired buildings, by our hosts the Wilkinsons. Dr Jon Lim who ﬂew in specnally
from Singapore for the visit, shares his views with us.. !

CHATSWORTH HOUSE (1924), NORTH BEACH, PENANG
By Jon S H Lim (Dr)

A Site Visit conducted on Sunday 28" November 2004.

The Loke House or ‘Chatsworth” (1924) designed by David
McLeod Craik, FRIBA for Allan Loke, with the insignia ALW
at North Beach, has long fascinated members of the general
public in Penang. Crucial in this manor-like country house is
the unique ‘butterfly plan’ that sweeps like a compass from
a grotto-like landscape across to the Andaman seas and
Kedah Peak in the mainland.

Architect Mr. Craik is practically a mannerist here, including his
own house, “Moycraik” at Penang Hill. Of southern Scottish ‘ ;
stock, he left school at the age of 16 and received 8 years in apprenticeship and tra/n/ng ma/nly
in London. He is arguably exposed to every facet of English architectural training, including
Georgian to the Arts and Crafts Movement. His last attachment ended at Whitehall and the
Government Offices in London in 1900. He joined the Municipality of Singapore in 1902,
followed by private practice. He left a commendable legacy here by the use of reinforced
concrete and cast iron in multi-storey buildings. He joined the Corp of Royal Engineers in the
First World War, and after demobilization came out to Penang in 1919.

Historically, the completion of ‘Chatsworth’ mark the peak of architectural submission made
to the Municipal Council in Penang. Local architects then were never poised in a better
position for business while the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, seizing upon initiative for
its members, opposed proposals for a strict registration of architects then emerging from
Singapore. Meanwhile, the few European architects who came to Penang like Mr. Craik
provided a rich source of pattern books ‘for the picking’
by local architects.

The 'V’ shape plan at Chatsworth is
| ahead of its time compared to
Singapore. The notion of the
picturesque is not to be confused
with the ‘eclectic’ as the former de-
pends on skewed and asymmetrical
massing to be

seen in perspective. Some Italianate
villas by John Nash were also de-
signed this way in the English country
side during the early 19" century.

Wi s

& . 8

T b e

il 'MQa. o
B2 e b




PENANG HERITAGE TRUST NEWSLETTER ~ ISSUE NO.&4 NOVEMBER 2004 - APRIL ZOOSM

The fagade of Chatsworth facing the shoreline is interesting. Here, both wings flare out
boldly in the balcony as if compelling the reinforced concrete by some external force. They
are perched high above the piazza and gazebos and seem to defy gravity. The extrava-
ganza is anchored by towering pyramidal roof top by finials bearing a typical Craik ‘thistle.’

The fagade is beautifully embellished with
Palladian portals and arcades at the Ground Floor.
However, it is the alternating Diocletian windows
and circular light vents that convey a ‘hyper-active’
spatial experience, light and shade. Indeed we
must not forget the truncated staircase over the
reception space. The space appears like a
railway accident’ and must be seen deliberately

so in the spirit of the picturesque. The sentiment

is iconoclastic compared to the earlier
‘Homestead’ (1919) by Stark & McNeil.

Amidst the fine wooden staircase with finials like

thistles and pineapples ‘adopted’ into the Doric Order, are plasterwork wrought by a
curious mingling with Art Deco. The faience tiles delineated with Flemish ‘C’ curves could
have come from Minton of London. Meanwhile, one cannot possibly absorb the whole
interior but in stages due to the abrupt changes of visual angles. That is the purpose of the
picturesque.

The spatial experience at the First Floor reminds us a tropical bungalow. Amidst the fine
wood paneling and screens, the confined intimacy comes from the surrounding verandahs,
split bamboo spandrels and bamboo chicks — all typical P.W.D. contraptions adapted from
British India. In general, the house is well worth a revisit as many details by Craik may
have eluded us

pictures curtesy of LLA & PHT
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SITE  VISIT  REPORT 30 JANUARY 2005 THE PENANG TURF  CLUB

65 eager PHT members turned up dressed in their Sunday-best (which turned out to be the
only good bit about the visit - we have never seen our members looking so good before..)
Timothy Tye who was one of the lucky few to go ‘on tour’ shares his evening with us :

I fed the horses of the Penang Turf Club yesterday. Here's the receipt for RM10 worth of fodder. I
thought it was going to be my ticket to fabulous wealth. But when Horse No.8 was absent from the
first three placings, I realised my odds of strike it big at the races is pretty dim. I must thank the
Penang Heritage Trust for organising this visit to the Penang Turf Club. It was my first visit to this
distinguished institution, and from the look of it, it will be quite some time before my next outing there.

As site visits go, this must rank as one of the more unusual. Out of hundreds of members, only
65 were lucky enough tosign up before the list was closed. The rules were quite strict: no cameras,
no mobile phones, and to maintain the institution's elite position, there was a dress code in place
requiring gentlemen to don lounge suits. Lounge suits? I believe many of us actually had to look
that up in the dictionary.

Whatever the requirements, I was determined to make this visit. It isn't everyday that I get to
visit the Penang Turf Club. Now that plans are afoot to move the club to Batu Kawan on the
mainland, I had better check it out before it moves.

For those lamenting the move, I must remind them that the Penang Turf Club has not always
been at Batu Gantong. The history of the Penang Turf Club dates back to 1864. Apart from the
Singapore Turf Club, this is the oldest club of its kind in Peninsula Malaysia. The earliest horse
racing turf in Penang was on a field along Macalister Road. Imagine it as you drive down the road.
As you pass the St. George's Girl School, look to your right and imagine a race in progress.

On the day of the site visit, we arrived at the Penang Turf Club at 2:00pm, sixty-five members
decked out in their Sunday best. Every one was sweating under the blazing sun, especially
Magdeline, who was practically melting away. I avoided donning my coat at all cost. After paying
the entrance fee of RM5, we were ushered into the air-conditioned member s lounge area. It affords
a superb view of the race course. Beyond the wooded grounds is the city of Georgetown, and its
high rise buildings could be seen peeking out from the distance.

v

Directly below us was the public gallery. As I surveyed the crowd below in their casual attire,
1 got the sense of class segregation that is still apparent in this institution.

PAGE 19
£
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We were given a lesson on betting. Frankly, it sounded very confising to me - which pretty much
cemented my notion that a career in betting on horses is not for me. But for the fun of it, I put RMI0 on
Horse No. 8 on Race 1. It had the best odds. I don t really know when Race 1 actually started, because all
of a sudden, the horses were running and it was soon finished before I was aware of it. My No.8 horse
was nowhere in the first three placings, so the hope of striking it big has to be shelved to another day.

Meanwhile, there was a commotion among the PHT organisers, so I went over to check out. Appar-
ently, the tour could only be provided to ten of the visitors, so the organisers were having a tough time
determining who the ten would be. This was a regretful episode, and certainly not the fault of the organis-
ers, as they were not informed beforehand. When the tour began, 1 was quick enough to simply join in.

My Robin Rizal Tan, general manager and secretary of the Penang Turf Club conducted the tour. We
began by visiting the prize giving area. Next we were taken to the paddock where the horses were
warmed up prior to the race. We learned how jockeys are paired to the horses. Many of the horses are
imported, primarily from Australia. Some of the jockeys are also foreign. Before and afier a race, the
horses are randomly selected for dope tests. This practice is now extended to include the jockeys as well.
1o test the horses for drugs, blood and urine samples are taken from the horses. To induce them to
urinate, the horses are taken to a cold room.

Next we were taken to the grand stand where we have an alternative view of the race course. I could
see a fountain down below, so I asked Mr Rizal Tan if that was the fountain of Kapitan China Chung
Thye Pin. Chung Thye Pin, the last Kapitan China of Perak, was an avid horse enthusiast. He donated
the fountain to the turf club in 1904, when the club was still at its old location at Macalister Road. It was
transferred to its present location when the club relocated. I was keen to learn about this association with
Chung Thye Pin, as I have recently concluded a research on his father, the Kapitan China Chung Keng
Kwee (read Pinang Peranakan Mansion, htip.//www.asiaexplorers.com/peranakanmansion/index.htm).
Mpr Rizal Tan was not sure about that, but he said it was the only fountain at the turf club. Historian
Khoo Salma Nasution happened to also join the tour, so I reconfirmed with her that that is indeed the
Kapitan’s fountain.

Race 2 took place while we were on the tour. When the race was finish, Mr Tan led us to the area
where the winning horse was brought up. After that, we visited the administrative office. I noticed a
room given away as a museum to keep memorabilias and trophies. We returned to the Grand Stand
member gallery, to face a group of enormously disappointed participants who had no chance to follow
the tour. They were cooped up at the Grand Stand area, and many voiced their disappointment, as they
had joined the visit expecting to be able to join the tour, just like the dozen or so luckier ones. If it'’s
any consolation, we did not see much. As we were prohibited from taking photographs, I am not
able to take any shots of the tour.

Timothy Tye

Note: a lefter of thanks was sent to the Turf Club for hosting the tea
for us. However it also expressed our disappointment over the lack
of understanding of the PHT site visit, i.e we were there to leam, not
about the infricacies of betting, on which we were given lengthy
explanations and fips, but about the history of the Club and the
1930’s architecture of the original building and its future plans. We
had been promised a briefing by an architect on the Committee but
no Committee member had the time to meet with us. We apologise
to our members who tumed up, for being forced to dress up when
quite clearly, everyone else who was in the President’s box, was not,
as well as not having had a ‘real’ site visit, and for those of you who
lost money.....well, you didn’t really believe those tips, did you?

pAGE 13
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E-Culture X-Change (ECXC)

This 1 a creative research project which involves young
people in a digtal video production. The project 15 amed at
raising awareness of the meaning and significance of
intangible cultural assets of Iiving hertage of Georgetown
among Penang youth. 40 students from different ethnic
groups will explore, document and promote living craftsmen
Jartists. This research 1s confined to Georgetown and will
cover 4 traditional artists/craftsmen from 3 ethnic groups,
therr inhented trades/craftsmanship and how therr creative
products have contributed to the aesthetic or functional
lifestyle of their cultures.

The participants have undergone 2 months (Nov-Dec O4)
of team building, networking and workshops in wdeography.
In the following 4 months (Jan- April O5), participants have
used information technology as a communication and
information tool to research and document the artist/
craftsmen and their work.

The outcome will be 4 well design websites (produced by
the participants) for the 4 artists/ craftmen and a
documentary video for each living Treasures of Penang in
VCD format which will be promoted n a roadshow (LCD
projections and hertage talks by participants) to Penang
schools and colleges.

My SHOPHOUSE
“Bringing it to Life”

w

A newsletter for inner city
residents so that they may
understand and appreciate their
homes, shops and surroundings
better

Produced by Arts-eEd, PHT & Pen-
. Heritage Consultancy, with the
support of the State & Local
Authorities
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One of the cultural treasures that have disappeared from Penang is the wandering singing minstrel or
the lang ting tang’ man. They are dead and gone, only the older generations who live in old George Town
remember them — solitary nocturnal figure hugging and strumming his mandolin as he walks the water-
front, alleys and narrow streets of the old town. An oil lamp and strips of engraved bamboo hang at the
end of the musical instrument, casting long shadow among the folks crowding round, enraptured by his
songs and music. The lyrics often composed spontaneously narrating the life and fortune of a client.

Recently an American friend bumt me a CD of Muddy Waters, Complete Plantations Recordings, recorded
in 1941-2. (when recordings were just rudimentary) It is incredible collection of beautiful early Blues music
sung and accompanied on acoustic guitar by the Black musician Muddy Waters himself. It was recorded
in the cotton field at the back of a van in those far off days. Today it is a treasured collector’s item among
music bluffs. The Blues can be said to be the mother of all modem popular music — be it rock, jazz, country
and westem or gospel. It is the music of the Blacks/African Americans, raw rhythmic power, poetic, humor-
ous and refine. It is alleviating and therapeutic to their past oppressive background of slavery and pain.
Black musicians are unsurpassed; listening to them | realised the Rolling Stones, Eric Clapton, even
Elvis Presley sound like kindergarten stuff.

The West is advanced:; they love and treasure their artists and musicians. The music and arts are well
documented, nurtured and preserved. Today Westermn Pop music (mainly US and Britain) is the biggest
cultural export and influence to the rest of the world, which prompted Lee Kuan Yew to remark, “Who
wants to listen to Chinese pop songs/music?” (while commenting on China’s emerging impact and
influence.) Not so fast Harry Lee! Hear this:

“The ‘Ang Mo’(white men) have been coming to our puppet shows recording and filming but the locals
are not interested,” said Ooi Ah Goh, 88, owner of the Beng Geok Hong Puppet Theatre, in Tok Aka Lane,
Penang. o L

‘I won't be surprised one day we have to go to the West to buy a recording of the music and songs of the
Chinese puppet theatre,” said Ho Meilu (Phd. ethno musicology Candidate, Berkeley University). “What
is unique about Penang'’s puppet theatre is that it is from immigrants and it is unchanged, traditionally old
while those of the mother country is always evolving and changing. It would be a treasure for the mainiand
Chinese to come and study. It is a great lost if this art and music vanish, she said.

This calls to mind the great Tan Tong Tong of Redifussion-fame and undoubtedly the greatest of all the
wandering singing minstrels and puppet theatre singers. Sadly, he died quietly in a friend’s kampong house off
Perak Lane in 1984, leaving behind legends of fans as far as Singapore wondering what has happen to him.
The passing of Tan Tong Tong is a sad reminder that we should emulate the West and honour our artists/
musicians and not let them die a pauper and unknown, and make sure their art and music lives on.

Tan lived in the Teoh or Chang Kongsi (Clan Temple) in Camarvon Street. | am fortunate to live in the same
street as the maestro and since young has a lot of opportunity see him sings in the streets and performs in
the puppet theatre. Other than his powerful voice and mastery of the mandolin, his lyrics is fringed with wit,
humour and caustic remarks, never failing to solicit laughter from the working class audience.

Coincidentally like the Blues singer from the cotton fields of the Mississippi delta, Tan Tong Tong is very
dark, almost jet black, very unusual for a Chinese. | regret not having any photo collection of him, as | was
not yet into photography during that period. It is also feared that his recordings done at the Redifussion,
in Khaw Sim Bee Road are gone like the building and broadcast company.

Fortunately four years after his death | met his prodigy and friend the late Teoh Jin Hoe in 1988 and man-
aged to take some photos of the last of the wandering minstrel in action.

PAGE 16
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At 72, Jin Hoe or Ah Hoe is trim and healthy with a strong baritone voice. He can still out-walk any
man half his age. His favorite haunts are kampong lanes and the streets of old George Town. He
goes out on foot everyday strumming his mandolin through the kampong lanes and streets of the
old city and covers at least 20 km, he said. He charges one ringgit for each consultation and song.
Sometimes he goes to Kulim and Sungei Pattani. In the old days he used to travel to KL, Melaka
and as far as Singapore.

“l am well-known in Singapore,” he says. “The Hokkiens there are fascinated by my music. When
they hear me sing, they feel nostalgia for old China.”

Being a wondering singing minstrel has not only improved his health, it has promoted his life too.
He had been featured in many magazines and newspapers. In 1988, he met the Governor, Chief
Minister and other State dignitaries and performed in their presence during the Chap Goh Meh
festival.

At 72, Ah Hoe has over 60 years of wandering and fortune singing behind him. Music has kept him
cheerful and healthy all theses years. Early on in life when he was a young teenager, he was told
by his guru that he has a flair for singing and music. He told Ah Hoe that if he wanted to be free,
independent and not to be tied down by long hours of manual work, he should be a wondering
minstrel. He took the advice and hadn'’t looked back.

Back in 1988 Ah Hoe said, “Today, | think I'm the only wandering minstrel left in Penang and the
world. The most famous Tan Tong Tong alias Or Ba (Blackie) died in my house four years ago.
When my time is up | don’t think there will be any left in the country,” he said.

Sure enough Ah Hoe went to meet his Maker not long after and brought the curtain down on one of
the most colourful and unique musical arts of Penang.

Does anyone havepictures of wandering minstrel old Tan Tong Tong?
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Reminder 15" General Assembly and Scientific v
Symposium of ICOMOS, Xi‘an, China 17-21 October 2005

News available at the ICOMOS website www.international.icomos.org/xian2005.

News from ICCROM...

Report on the tsunami in the Indian Ocean and cultural heritage

In the wake of the recent disaster in Asia, in common with other international agencies,
ICCROM has expressed its grief at the appalling loss of life and its sympathy for the bereaved
and the survivors who are still in great need of assistance. A special fund created for
ICCROM staff members’ contributions to disaster relief has been donated to UNICEF.

http://www.iccrom.org/eng/news/2005_en/various_en/01_Otsunami_en.htm

Restoration: Celebrating Traditional Craft Skills

The National Trust for Scotland and the Robert Gordon University are joining forces to celebrate Traditional
Craft Skills at a conference to be held in Aberdeenshire June 13th & 14th 2005. Check out the website
www.rgu.ac.uk/restoration

THE PENANG HERITAGE TRUST TOUR GUIDES COURSE

The PHT has managed to get some funding from the Tourism Action Council of Penang to
help us in reducing our costs when counducting training for Inner city Heritage Tour Guides.

The course is for 2 full
days and involves 3 walk-
ing trails and two lectures.

 APenang Her itdge Trail e S

It is open to both regis-
tered tour guides as well
as any interested parties
who just want to learn
more about the inner city.

Currently PHT issues
certificates of completion
and we only call upon
those who are registered
guides and who have
successfully completed
the course to conduct
our PHT walking tours.

However, we intend to apply to the Ministry
of Tourism for the right to conduct courses
and issue specialist badges for George Town
heritage guides. The course would have to be
approved by the Ministry, probably be longer
and exams would be involved. Pht views this
both as an income generating source as well
as a means of producing quality guides for
George Town.

Course successfully conducted in January 2005, 23 participants in all.
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PHT

FOR YOUR INFORMATION IN CASE YOU ARE STILL WONDERING .....

The Star 21 December 2004

As the saying goes, “there’s many a slip b’tween cup
& lips”. We seem to be undergoing far too many...
The ‘minor amendments’ are actually quite hefty, so
we gather. We can only hope its not back to the
drawing board.

be

made after amendments

PENANG: Penang and Ma-
lacca’s joint application for
World Heritage Site listing
will soon be submitted to
Unesco after both states have
made minor amendments to
thiéir dossiers,

‘Deputy Culture, Arts and
Heritage  Minister Datuk
Wong Kam Hoong said the
ministry was in the process of
returning the dossiers to the
states for the ' necessary
changes to be made,

“The Federal Government
has vetted the application and
made some recommenda-

tions for the 'states to

adopt.

“Once Penang and Malacca
submit the amended versions
of their dossiers to us, we will
immediately forward their
joint application to Unesco,”
he said after witnessing the
presentation of financial aid
to needy students at the
Bayan Baru market complex
here yesterday.

The Star March 2005

‘”:Wohg said there were
several “technicalities in the

dossiers that needed to be

amended to strengthen the
application, adding that it
would take the Unesco about
ayear to assess it.

“Once Penang and Malacca

are successfully listed in the
World Heritage Site, they
must be vigilant enough to
sustain the accreditation.

“Otherwise, they may
risk losing it if they fail to
conform to -the stipulated
requirements and guide-
lines,” he said.

On whether Malacca's pro-
posed 110m-high observation
tower at a gazetted beritage
zone in the city would affect
the listing, Wong said the
tower might be located out-
side the core heritage area.

In 1999, the two states
submitted a joint nomination
of the historic core of
both towns as the Straits
Settlements of Malaysian

Peranakan culture on  the
recommendation of Unesco.

On the Internal Security
Ministry’s recent proposal to
convert * the - 156-year-old
Penang Prison into a medical
prison, Wong said he wel-
comed the move, adding that
it was niecessary to ensure the
prisoners were healthy and
employable when they were
out.

“We will consider the
Internal Security Ministry's
application  for funds to
restore the Penang Prison
as a heritage building to-
gether with its conversion
as ‘a ‘medical prison,” he
said.

Earlier, Wong's wife, Datin
Betty Lee Sau Leng, presented
donations' totalling RM5,900
on behalf of the Association of
Wives of Ministers —and
Deputy Ministers (Bakti} to 17
primary and secondary school
students from the Bayan Baru
constituency.

Visitors

around the inner city in Pe-
naug, mere than 50 partici-

paits of a-tounsm: workshop. . Per,

were¢ impressed with what
they saw.

They were among more
than 200 who attended 2
two-day workshop on tou-
fism at Mutiara Beach Resort
on Tuesday.

The participants.  visited
Fort Cornwallis, the Cheong

Fat-Tz¢ mavsion, the ksla-
s

mic Museum, the Ca
Guild and the Church Street

Among the ' participants
was Houoluly mayor Jeremy
Hais.

“1am really impressed with

Penang because of the efforts  opened the

made to preserve its histori-
cal sites.

“Pentang can do well in
tourism because it has enor-

The Star 8 April 2005

séd l;?sland

mous_potential. The multi-
cultural element s an add-
ed boon " he s3id.

“Iis importait that Penang
focus on things that are not
found elsewhere . he added.

Chief Minister Tan

Sn Dr Koh Tsu Koos, who

¢ , said

the state was willing to
Jearn from Hawaii.

Waikiki (Hawaii) Develop-
ment's Ecopomic Develop-

ment office” exgeutive dires-
tor Manuel C Menendez Ul
said Penang’s tourism indus-
iry had tremendous potes-
tial, 35 the istand’s: beauty
was soll intact.

“It has treasures ‘such as
historical buildings.

“You can g0 to any place in
the world foc new things but
in Penang, you are: here for
different things,” he said.
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MEMBERS, CONCERNED ABOUT MANY ISSUES - THE EFFECTS OF THE TSUNAMI
ON US, LONG LOST RELATIVES’ TOMBS, ABANDONED BUILDINGS, WANTON
DESTRUCTION OF TREES - CONTINUE TO WRITE TO PHT FROM NEAR & FAR ...

Dear PHT

Forgive me for asking at what is probably a difficult time, but perhaps when you have a
moment you could be kind enough to let me know how George Town coped with the
tsunami. We've not heard much about Penang in the UK, though (sadly) there’s plenty
on Banda Aceh and Phuket, not to mention Sri Lanka, India and the Andaman and

Nikobar Islands.
Best wishes

Arthur Percival (member in UK, ;

Dear Mag,

Can you give us a summary of the
effects of the tsunami on Penang?
We saw film of a huge wave ripping
along the sea wall in front of the
E&O Hotel, and heard that hawkers
on Gurney Drive were affected. We
would appreciate any information
you might have. Many thanks.

With our sympathy to all those af-
fected by this terrible event -
Sincerely,

Jasmine and Michael Stein

(Herndon, Virginia, U.S.A.)

RE. SHIH CHUNG SCHOOL
First the columbarium and now, collapse.
Have you highlighted it in Kwong Wah Jit Poh?

Dear Salma: -q-«-"HJ;Lé Lolina =

My apologies for this belated note to thank you
for all your help while | was in Penang. The
pointers you provided made my sojourmn more
meaningful and | was delighted to have the
photo of my grandparents. There were 7 children,
my father being the fifth.

My sister, the one in ltaly, was in London and
tried to see a copy of the book. She wasn't able
to but a rare book dealer suggested going to the
British Museum. She was able to find the book,
not the abridged version, which had a sort of
who's-who entry on my grandfather.

I wish to take this opportunity to say thank you
to Magdeline Ng for her help and for putting me
in touch with you. I've derived much pleasure
from the Streets of Georgetown Penang. Il

be sending a cheque in the amount of US$50

- for the good work being done by the Penang

Heritage Trust.

Kind regards, , =
Joshua Waller W

Has anyone tried to contact the owner of the building about what's happening? What do you think you’ll get
from this person or representative of this owner? Do you have the contact to initiate a public response?

Seems like everyone has given up on this collapsed historic building. | have no idea what can be done unless
a body like PHT picks it up in protest of owner’s neglect and neligence and a heritage lost.

Can the Chinese clans and guilds be mobilized like they were mobilized into protesting the Japanese Govern-
ment’s approved textbooks which distorted their History of WW2 atrocities?

Law Siak Hong
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Dawn, on 28" October 1914, and Penang awoke to the thunder of big guns coming from the harbour.
Eye witnesses running out onto the grass in front of the E & O Hotel could just see the Russian cruiser
Zemtchug under attack where she lay at anchor beyond the point of Fort Comwallis..............................

NAVAL BATTLE IN PENANG HARBOUR
Public Talk by Dr. John Robertson, 29" January 2005

It was just after dawn on 28" October 1914 and Fenang
was awakened to the sights and sounds of a naval battle off
the Esplanade. The First World War had burst vpon the
Settlement with the sinking of the unsuspecting Russian At R
cruiser Zhemchug by the German cruser Emden. Recallng — §8 EMDEN AT PENANG.
this dramatic event in a public talk sponsored by PHT at 4/ cRUISER AND TORPEDO BOAT sU)
the Caring Society Complex on 29 Janvary 2005, PHT 1 ARG BALLY MOANG LAD.
member Dr. John Robertson kept an audience of Penang s inlsnidges v
residents spellbound with his description of the
circumstances that had brought the European confiict to
Asia and led warships of the contending navies to battle

in Penang harbour. Dr. Robertson’s talk was supported by
informative power-point illustrations and specially

prepared art-work posters.

Dr. Robertson told how as a former naval person himself he had become interested in this long
forgotten episode. Farticipation in a PHT wisit to Pulav Jerejak had drawn his attention to the
simple grave of two Russian sallors who lost their lives along with over 80 others when
Zhemchug was sunk. Dr. Robertson was determined to find out more and over the next few
months his research took him to museums and lhbranes in Malaysia and Britain, including the
Imperial War Museum in London. In addition to the graves on Fulau Jerejak, he found that local
reminders of the battle included an anchor from the French destroyer Mousquet which was sunk
by Emden off Muka Head as the German cruiser made good her escape from Penang. This
anchor 15 in the car park of the Penang State Museum. Dr. Robertson also mentioned the
unusval Russian memorial surmounted by a ship’s anchor in the Western Road Cemetery.

Dr. Roberson’s account of Emden’s exploits was enlivened by the insights he gave into the
personalities of Emden’s chivalrous commander Captan Karl von Miller and his other officers as
well as the personal friendship he had for the captain of one of the British warships pursuing
him. In sum, Dr. Robertson’s presentation which was followed by a lively discussion was a tour
de force appreciated by all who attended.

Leshe A.K. James

DR John Robertson is
a retired UK National
Health Service Consult-
ant, his present interest
is heritage and travel,
he is also a member of
PHT.
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of Sumatren in Perak. tographs of the Mandailing families pro-
* This ‘historical work: vide a wonderful pictorial Rus(oryol(ms

farger administrative structure, but he
was also the leader of customary prac-
tices and was consulted in matters
dealing with debt, marm;e the pil-

ethnic group in Malaysia and

strates the possibilities of using
photographs in the reconstruction of the
country's more recent past.

historical work races LTHOUGH the title of this book sug-
the early days of Rajs Blah's cartey,  * gests a very specific micro-history of
¥ inthe 0 e of the ethnic groups in Malaysia,
© the contents provide an unexpectedly rich
and interesting account of an important

ke period in Malay history seen from the grimage, and many other m«ul The authors have also used a source

o focal level. The initial impetus for this ters that required adv»ce called the “Riwayat Tuan Abu Bakar®,
lettery, dWaps,. . study was the discovery of the “Penghulu elder of the group. The about the i f a young
the bingto®e  Papers”, whnh(onumthepersomlcor o ;mmdesarm mpscohheh{eof Mandailing who was born in KL and died
2 remarkible van, who lived through of three ” A B~ ) the ordinary Malays, Chinese, and what sometime in the 1950s. He travelled
a period when Betish inf was iling family mSelan;or R \ g 5. B the British (enmd the “lonl;n Mahys throughout the penmuh and wrote of his

skind el fet i all spheres of . and Perak between 1875 and 1911. H‘JM. AN (which included the with the Mand. commu-

* The story begins with Raja Asal, who ing this important transitional penod in  nities he encountered, and s mented

emigrated from Sumatra to escape the
Padni Wars in the carly decades of the
19th century. But the bulk of the narrative
concems his son, Raja Bilah, who was
leader of the Mandailings in Perak. Raja
Bilah was appointed penghulu; thus, his

' DERAL-

IN PFRAK: 1375 xhemsmyofmmby his comments with some simple but inter-
A esting sketchies of his travels. This 829-
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this study. The Colonial Record Office into Rumi, with the help of the Toyota

files on microfilm in Kuala Lumpur Foundation, but it remains a text waiting

pro\ndtd some of the detail not almady to be studied.

The authors have sua!tded in com-

correspondence included letters with Khoo and Asa ional historian, | would have
well-known British administrators and Ahdur Razzaq have judiciously com- liked to see a consolidation of the sections
Chinese leaders, as well as ordinary peo- bined Indonesian sources written and a far more comprehensive index with
ple. Mandailing scholars with the more entries for mining techniques, relations
The preservation of a private family’s accessible articles and books in English  with colonial administrators,
over such a long period is s -~ tooffera iling cultural explana-  Orang Laut, and Mandailing cultural puc
4 musdlannumn\elmmyom:e tion for some of their practices in their  tices. This book provides not only a
- region. Equally important is the fact that tions of the Malay penghulu. In this book, detailed and interesting historical account
the Penghulu Papers brings to life a period  Abdur-Razzaq Lubis and Khoo Salma They argue, for example, that of the Mandailing community, but also a
Kknown in Malaysian history as the British  Nasution have skilfully culled those letters  Mandailing irrigation techniques applied rare indigenous viewpoint of events dur-
“Forward Movement™, The serendipitous which deal with various ofa in the Kinta area in Perak enabled the ing the extension of British colonial rule in
4 coincidence of the time frame of the penghulu’s life. Even they are community to produce a surplus of fice to  the Malay Peninsula in the late 19th and
. Penghulu Papers and the British colonisa-  interested in the Mandailing as a specil feed the ever-growing Chinese mining early centuries. One hopes that other
tion of the Malay Peninsula makes the ethnic group, the activities of Raja as ion. The techniques leamed inthe  family letters will come to light to provide
Fe.. papersa valuable their in Lower Perak are very goid mines in Sumatra were also applied scholars with the opportunity to piece
i) s to the official version of the history then. likely representative of other penghulu in n the tin mines in Per. together more on the lives of the ordinary
n-tmumu-_“— Rupert Emerson, C.D. Cowan, Emily the late 19th and early 20th centuries. discussing these techniques citedtwo  people in the making of this country.
v by SAZL A Sadka, Eunice Thio, Chai Hon Chan and Raja Bilah dealt with matters of land muning engineers and uced
others have provided a detailed study of claims, illnesses and diseases, relations the sketches which were made i the late - 1 Dr Leonord Y. Andaya is Professor of

the colonial administrative structure,
which include descriptions of the func-

with the Chinese mining community,
Islam and wars. Not only was he part of a

19th century.
There is much of interest in this book,

Southeast Asian History. Depafmwm of
History, University of Hawai

Inner Clty Trails
of George Town

PHT regularly conducts different heritage
trails with your own personalized PHT
trained guide. These may be tailor suited
to your needs, ranging from the Historic
Enclave to Little India, from the Street of
Harmony to the Sun Yet Sen Trail or from
Traditional Foods to Endangered Trades.
We are in the midst of putting a Muslim
Trail on track and we have maps of many

NEW SUNDAY TIMES

given a souvenir of
wﬂetmkbdulk;zwuq

Klnta Valley

IPOH, Sat. — After eight

of Khoo Salma Nasution and

history on record

launch and preceding visual
ntation was Menteri
Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli

warded iy f
of the trails. These are walking tours " Thetr ‘f&’.?'g:lm (o Valley: Khoo salds “Wo have 0.5
although trishaws may be arranged; costs ‘mml M’ud rxm.dh’ u: (y mﬁnﬁg.:“o‘.;':'m“m“&f
depend on numbers. Call Mag at 04- Necri Shah ata hoiei bors. _ through tBe years and hiv
The book, published by the  made us the phxrnﬂsnc com-
2642631 Perak Acade; dmm ma We are now.”
history of the
Among the guestsatlhe M SeeFocus 4, 5

Our ex-Hon Secretary, Salma has been busy since relinquishing her post with us. We
congratulate her & her husband on their achievements (see what can be done when
you are NOT busy with PHT work?)
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Historical Penang [An article giving expression
to Alex Koenig's disappointment with Penang, as
interpreted by Kim Gooi]

Old time visitors to George Town, the capital of

Penang, have always come away impressed. Established
by the British in 1786 as its stronghold and trading
post in the region, it is everything a thriving city
should be: a historic environment of resrdences
shops, religious Butldw civic,

ethnic groups occupying drstmctrve nerghborhoods
overlapping streetscapes wrth vrbrant street life.

While such sentlmentsimight be tru & 3
the city today is fast losing jts cbaqn,qwts rasrdentg
moved out and whole neighbx mcedd&QId housoddw
abandoned and left to decay '

Accelerating this process is the repeal of theJent ok . :

control act in January 2000, greédy developers eager to wield'the hammer and build commercial high-rise,
government neglect, corruption and lack of foresight and planning. “It is a rotten apple still shining
outside but if you lookinsitlé, the old bulldings are abused'arid awaiting déstruction. At night it is a dead
city as even the poor have been evicted,!said Alex Koenig, [Serman town-planner, who had spent over 20
years in Penang. [Now based in Berlin Alex returns to his warmsecond home.on the island every year to

4

escape Europe's wmter] SR 5= B
i - e ad

e RA

It is now visible that ; L ; n ewofflce buildings,
haphazardly thrown fogether, he said.According to K oenig, anyattempt to shift exlsirng urban population
into new housing estdtes away from the urban center, with the intention to demolish wholesale existing
urban fabric for commercial redevelopment has regularly resulted in disastrous urban plight and popular
unrest all over the world. TR

i

Penang’s famed Campbell Sti‘eetwas once the cultural and commercial hub-of the city, official said. Its
Sino-Portuguese shop houses with graphic Ch > ber signs had been celebrated in postcards and
brochures. Despite a majopRM2.2; mfgjl;on facéﬁft mz» ! b street once, crowded with late night shoppers
is now deserted by 7 pm. The street has become's: the illgof: fﬁé‘cny, bad politicians and
impotency of the city planners. Iodayiraders compl. Jaulty lpkmposts exposed electric wires,
broken floor tiles and damaged rubbish bms Ttie s?p semi, pedestnan mall with wide pavement
and planted trees, cobblestone-like street rs‘c égally parked vehicles but empty of shoppers.
There hasn't been any maintainence and tra “_‘. ¥, they s-euq -Jtis a.classic example of an expen-
sive superficial facelift coming to-nothing onr:e the cnty is efhpty of it's peep&e and street life.

Ooi Kean Huat, 50, laments the passing communrty life of Qld George Town: “| grew up in the inner city and
remember the street ¥ full of passing hawkers 1diah Muslim ‘mee goreng push carts, Hokkien
noodles, tok tok mee (wanton noodles) to fi . mormng till night, we hear the shouts of the
hawkers from thejpambeo clacking of the-id ceto the clinking porcelain chimps of the fish-ball
sellers."Today the same facelift is repeatéd% another corner called little India and the adjacent heritage
area of Pitt street and Amenian Street — upique in its close prox1m|ty of churches, mosques, Chinese
temples and clan houses and Hindu temple. For the past two years pavements are widened, streets dug up
and replaced with cobber stones and drains covered.

Traders are lamenting the loss of business and residents complaining of mosquitoes and stench from the
covered drains. “When you empty the inner city of its inhabitants, you destroy not only the culture but all
the net-working as well,” said Ong Seng Huat, a Chinese researcher from the inner city.

Ironically the state government has applied to UNESCO for George Town to be recognised as an old
Heritage City and listed as such. In April 2002 it invited Richard Engelhardt, UNESCO Regional advisor for
culture in Asia and the Pacific, to the island to highlight its application.

DAGE 94
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An international conference on Historical Penang “The Penang Story” was also organised. It was at-
tended by an impressive list of over 60 scholars from all over the world. Research papers of great diversity
and depth wére presented. Some of the mterestmg titles: Conservmg the living culture; Free Ports and
other Freedoms: EmapeaﬁFr emasonsand.Chine § f -‘xrrPenangerIt Environment in
an Urban Kampurlg'm Penang: Chinese 'Clan Jettios: Japariese Prostitutes In-Penang: Doubtful Associa-
tions- The Boria/Mohurrum Festival/ Transported Prisoners/Chinese Secret Societies and the 1867 Riots.
It is most refreshing to know there were so much interest and studies on Penang in the academic world.
On April 21, speakmg at the closing of the international conference; Engethardbhrghhghted Penang'’s
uniqueness - its old inner city commumtlefeefvarrwsethnregroaps llvmg in‘clese proximity. He said
Penang could qualify on this umqueness not seeri elsewhere: With-the state chref mlmster in attendance
and the presence of the, tpunsm chigf; Engetha?dt \A@megmtmk. But 't;m.usthe*a living city with
community life mtact r\otégxmm_ggam mtmrﬁd@ ) ' :

Way back in 1986 the German government had flnlshed restoratron of Bhaktapurtown in Nepal's Kat-
mandu valley. The project took 12 years and Bhaktapur is today designated a warld heritage site. Penang
applied for German;assistance.Penang was:selected in 1987 over many applicants all over the world,
recalled Alec Koenig. 'Fherestpratlorrof old-George Town-Could €asily ¢ome teRM100 million, all fi-
nanced by a German cooperation programme as assistance'to local cooperatlen he sald

Historical streets and. m'ansronswere setected as mode! res%oratmn 85.shops and residence houses were
to be rehabilitated by appropriated actron ditapidated house replaced renovated. or tepaired. The
tenants to be dealt with case by-case, whatever is suitable. The eritire Amenian Stfeet was earmarked to
house the local trad rtlonal artisans, arts},and crafts shops. The entn;a project was pro;ecteti to last a decade.
“In 1992 a nationaFhetitage-inventory Was started to identify the heritage and hlstoncﬁl bulldmgs but it
came to nothing n&hdevetepers tobbymg agamst it,’ Koemg saidsadly. They had them{tron that any
building markedig.tas: ! M new building
directives that came i fter the change of A C
tion and conservaticn The Amenian Street project was stalled B ’ T

4. 5

“In August 1991 | saw a memo from the state government to the Municipal council sécretary saying: ‘All
activities relating to conservation had been strictly forbidden’,” claims Keenig.lt seems everyone has a
hidden agenda and nobody is Wrﬂ"ng to listen to the Ionely vorce of the &May George Town hopes
to be listed as Uneseco World Hentége Site. L

B hormrke " i ."‘!
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“They got the chance more: than a decade’ with allthe damage done and more
kperience to see one of the greatest
st heritage has been wiped away and it
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Members & organizations are invited to
advertise in the PHT newsletter. We
have more than 600 members & we also
send newsletters to donors, supporters,
the press and all relevant government
departments & agencies

Full Page : RM300

Half Page: RM200

Quarter : RM160

A 30% discount will apply when there
are bookings of 3 or more insertions

For further information

contact Magdaline Ng at the PHT
Tel: 04-2642631/2645487

Fax: 04-2628421

E-Mail : phtrust@streamyx.com

The PHT reserves the right to reject any

advertisement considered inappropriate

IT IS MAY 2005 - IF YOUR PHT
SUBSCRIPTION HAS NOT BEEN
PAID, WE CAN NO LONGER
AFFORD TO SEND YOU THE
NEWSLETTER OR SITE VISIT
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The PHT has one of the lowest NGO
subsciptions
-RM3 a month - but we DO depend on
them to keep going.So, if you enjoy the
site visits & the newsletter, if you
appreciate the projects that have been
carried out, if you share in the vision for
George Town and if you believe that PHT
is doing a good job, but that a lot more
needs to be done... THEN DON'T FORGET
to pay up your subscriptions
Admission : RM$50
Annual subs: RM36
Overseas postal surcharge [Please NOTE]
RM14 annually for Asia, Australia, N.Z.
[RM36 + RM14]
RM 24 annually for rest of the world
[RM24 + RM36]

enauiries : phtrust@streamyx.com

Just send your cheque to :
The Penang Heritage Trust
26A Stewart Lane

10200 Penang

CAsRBIAnCA
rthe mediterranean restAurant

2 Jalan Irrawadi
Mplakl Burmah Square  Molissaka
10050 Penang ‘gl

Cod Fsh Greekatyed spo no,: 04 228 5971

...brings you the finest of
Mediterranean cuisine

Pizza Primavera /;

Vegetables Pizza Seafood P;;h

Bouillabaisse ala Marseille Tuna Muhammara

Famous French Seafood Soup Turkish Tuna with Walnut

Paella con Mariscos

Spanish Saffron-Flavoured Seafood Rice
Lamb Shank Gremolata

(Italy)
Marinated Duck Raspberry Coulis

(France/Spain)

PENANG HERITAGE TRUST MEMBER enjoys a 10 - 15% discount
on selected food items.

|

| 192¢

JALAN CHOW THYE
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CASABLANCA
[ —— RESTAURANT
-
F—t

wora, JALAN SERVICE

=T ] =

JALAN BURMAH

Set Lunch is available from RM12.50+
Set Dinner is available from RM30.00+

Lunch (12.00pm - 2.30pm), Dinner (6.30pm - 10pm)
Closed Wednesdays
Website: www.csblanca.netfirms.com

Printed by Jutaprint, Penang



