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% are pleased to bring out our latest

newsletter in the form of a bumper issue for
March-June 2001. As you can see in these pages,
PHT has been busy organising not only site visits,
talks, tours and educational workshops and

extending our hospitality to visiting groups, but also
tirelessly fielding one major event after another.

The first big event was the Women in Urban
Governance event on May 12 opened by the DPM's
wife Datin Seri Endon Mahmood, followed closely by
the Mass Circumcision Ceremony (part of the
Heritage Community Revitalization project) on
26 May officated by the DCM's wife Datin Jamilah
Mohd. Zain, and finally the Penang Heritage
Trust Fund-Raising Dinner, Dance & Silent
Auction on 30 June attended by the Penang CM
Tan Sri Dr. Koh Tsu Koon.

The PHT staff didn't have much chance to rest before
the launching of the Penang Story project on 13 July
followed by the Oral History workshop on 18-19
August, the Pengkisahan Melayu Pulau Pinang on
August 25, officiated by the Yang Dipertua Negeri
Pulau Pulau Pinang, then the upcoming Annual
General Meeting on September 2 and the Indian
community colloquium on September 22!

PHT's main project for the next eight months will be
'The Penang Story project’, featuring four commu-
nity history colloquia culminating in a major
international conference in April 2001. These events
will involve Penang's diverse cultural and commu-
nity groups in collecting, sharing and telling their
part of the 'Penang Story'

PHT's proposal received support from the prestigious
Japan Foundation, a funding body set up by the
Japanese Government to promote international
cultural exchange. Our main co-organiser STAR
Publications has helped to get further funding from

.. continued on page 8

EXCLUSIVE GUIDED

HERITAGE SITE VISITS

TN

Site Visit #18
SUNDAY, 2 September 2001, 3.00 P.M.
The Mansion
No. 32 Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah

& the PHT’s A.G:M. 2001

First order of business, our AGM 2001 will
start at 3.00 pm sharp (at the above venue).
This is a voting year, so all members should
show up to exercise your right!

%mbars should find our August site visit to this re-
cently restored and lovely mansion a rare treat. Im-
mediately following the AGM, council member Loh-Lim

Lin Lee will brief us on a short history of the mansion. Re-
freshments will be served.

Built for a quarter of a million Straits Dollars in 1926, this
compact palace was the fancy of Leong Yin Kean, a young
man who fell in love with Italy and things Italian. He incor-
porated panels and floors of Neapolitan mosaic, which have
survived intact to this very day. After years of neglect, the
mansion was recently restored to its former glory and cur-
rently houses the corporate headquarters of the famed Escoy
Smelting Corporation and a posh restaurant where jazz fans
can go and unwind on selected nights of the week. Defi-
nitely the scene where the in-crowd hang out!

An interesting anecdote among the Straits Chinese relates
that the immigrant Chinese can keep their family wealth no
longer than three generations. The first generation would be
the generation to change
the rags into riches; the
second would turn the
riches into fortunes for
the third generation to
fritter away... [ ]

< This elegant mansion by
the sea was designed by ar-
chitect Charles Miller of the
firm of Stark & McNeill. It is
located across the road from
the Protestant Cemetery.
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SITE VISIT REPORTS

Nattukkotai Chettiar Temple & Hilltop Temple
Waterfall Road (February 25, Site visit # 12)

Report by Dilys Yap

%n unusually

large group of
PHT members and
friends gathered on a
very hot afternoon
at the Nattukkotai
Chettiar Temple in
Jalan Waterfall. We
were greeted by
Teresa, who intro-
duced Dr. Narayanan
and Mr. Ramana-
than to the group.

Photo: Mike Berman

The Chettiars were
originally bankers
and financiers, that came from south-
ern India in 1810. Having spent time
in Malacca, they travelled to Penang
in 1818. They purchased land in Jalan
Waterfall in 1854 and built a temple,
which was consecrated in 1857. The
temple is built on the pattern of the
popular board game of Ludo or
Chokkatan. The wood is teak, from
Burma. They brought artisans or
Karaikudi, from Tamil Nadu to cre-
ate the tiles that adorn the roof and
tops of the walls. During Thaipusam,
the silver chariot which is kept in
Penang Street, is brought to the temple
for the three day celebration. All the
Chettiar families move into the temple
to help with the celebrations of
Thaipusam. The Chettiar community
in Penang has around 500 members.

PHT members listen in rapt attention while Dr. Narayanan re-
lated the history of the Nattukkotai Temple in vivid detail.

Sixty of them form the four kongsi’s
that look after this temple. Ten per-
cent of their salaries go towards the
cost of maintenance.

Dr. Narayanan’s talk was both inter-
esting and informative. PHT members
asked many, many
questions and these
were all patiently
fielded by either Dr.
Narayanan or Mr.
Ramanathan. At the
end of the talk,
chilled packet drinks
were produced from
an ice-cream freezer
and distributed to
everyone, a welcome
respite from the heat.

Photo: Mike Berman

Photo: Gregg Curé

After the steep climb

to the top of the Water-
fall Temple, everyone
was glad to get out of
the hot sun and gather
around Dr. Ramanathan
while he related the
history of the Temple
and its daily rituals.

< Looking in awe at
gigantic culdrons used
for cooking the meals
during Thaipusam.

We were then taken on a tour of the
building and were shown the large rice
store, cooking utensils and the huge
cauldrons for cooking the meals dur-
ing Thaipusam. The main shrine con-
tained the icon of Lord Subramanian
in the form of Thandayuthapani, the

* destitute. There were many questions

asked by an inquiring group and they
were all answered by Dr Narayanan
and Mr. Ramanathan.

We then walked to the Bala Than-
dayuthapani Temple -- also known as
the Hilltop Temple. Dr. Ramanathan
guided us to the top of the 270 odd
steps. He told us that we were to circle
the temple in a clockwise direction be-
fore we entered the main hall. The
temple is dedicated to Lord Murugan
retreating to the hills and was built in
the 1820’s. Again many questions were
answered during a short rest period in
the temple and on the steps leading
down, before we descended to the hall
at the bottom of the hill for a delicious
serving of coffee, curry puffs and an
assortment of cakes.

The group were invited across to the
Hindu Mahajana Sangam. It was origi-
nally a mess hall for the 200 waterfront

workers in 1906. Their office is in
Church Street and was registered in
1935. Now the buildings are used to
house the chariot and the 75-year-old
kavadi that is used during the mini
Thaipusam -- this year was celebrated
from 6-8 May. The members run cul-
tural and language classes and are
hoping to start a library.

The monthly meeting was well orga-
nised and highly informative. [
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Francis Light Cemetery and the E&O Hotel

(March 25, Site visit #13)
Raja Abdul Razak writes...

An appreciation of heritage structures in Penang is a paradoxical
experience, invoking both the ugly and the beautiful. Ugly, because a
study of Penang history inevitably raises the bitter spectre of the
colonials, whose government in Britain paid scant regard to the rights
or welfare of the millions under their sway. Beautiful, because the
British colonists built or inspired some of the most interesting
structures still standing in George Town.

ome seventy visitors braved a

sweltering afternoon on March
25 during a site visit to the Francis
Light Protestant Cemetery. As usual,
Priscilla and her 3 lovely daughters
were on hand to greet and register eve-
ryone. Her husband Philip helped with
the refreshments.

PHT Council Member Teresa Capol
and volunteer Joann Khaw -- both pro-
fessional tour guides -- gracefully
walked us through the many grave-
stones, stopping every now and then
to explain the history behind some of

Pretty as a postcard --

the poolside and tables
are perfect for reminiscing
of days gone by. »

< A glimpse into
Penang’s past - Armed
with her faithful portable
microphone, Teresa
briefs visitors on the
history of the Francis
Light Cemetery.

the more famous deceased. Reporters
and members alike were seen busy
scribbling notes and clicking away
with their cameras. Tea and cakes were
served in situ, much to the relief of the
visitors, who ate and talked under the
cool shade of the frangipani trees.

For something old, something new.
Re-energised and revived by the
snacks, the visitors then made their
way, on foot, to the newly refur-
bished, reopened and definitely
deluxe E&O Hotel, a stone’s throw
away from the cemetery.

< The grand old lady
was never this grand
-- guests breath in the
cool glamour of the
new lobby.

Prepare to be blown
away by the splendid
promenade. »

All photos on this
page courtesy of
Michael ). Berman

The new owners retained some of the
building’s original architecture and re-
designed the rest in a style one could
only describe as nouveau heritage.
The cool interior of the grand-looking,
skylight-lit lobby was a balm for
scorched and clammy skins and the
visitors wasted no time in exploring
the hotel’s reception area, antique lift,
restaurants, rooms, and poolside.

The hotel boasts an impressive palm-
tree dotted promenade, with the origi-
nal cannon still in place. The sun set-
ting over the horizon, accompanied by
the gentle swaying of the palm trees
has a magical effect on the observer,
transporting one to the exotic stories
of Eileen Chang and Somerset
Maugham, or Chin Kee Onn’s Twilight
of the Nyonyas.

A tad too expensive for char koay
teow, mee rebus and laksa-loving
Penangites, the hotel is without a
doubt the final statement for the
jetsetting chic set clamouring for some
culture in a vacation. -

Page 3






: E ;he PHT site visit to Balik
Pulau took place on 24

Photos: Andre Ng
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Balik Pulau Convent, Chee Ancestral Home &
Official Residence of the D.O. (June 24, Site visit #16)

By Josephine Choo

June 2001. Approximately 70
members -- young and old,
many wisely armed with sun-
glasses and hats -- gathered at
the Roman Catholic church
compound at 3.30 pm. Under
a shady tree, the author gave a
brief history of the area, fol-
lowed by a tour of the Convent
of the Holy Infant Jesus. Built
as a school in 1930 at the be-
hest of French priests, the Con-
vent has stopped teaching activities,
and instead acts as a home for retired
nuns as well as providing rooms for
meetings, reunions and camps.

The parish priest opened the church
doors for the members to view the in-
terior. The church, initially a depen-
dency of the Pulau Tikus parish, was
built in 1854. It began with an attap
hut; the pioneer French priests taught
the boys and girls of the village as well
as were tirelessly involved in the
church construction. The church when
completed was deemed “‘one of the most
beautiful in the diocese of Malacca”.

Right in the heart of the village is No. 100,
Main Road, the ancestral home of the
Khoos and Chees. The house is reputed

< The Holy
Name of Jesus
Catholic Parish
built in 1854

The D.O.’s official
residence (top left),
former District Office/
Courthouse (left),
and Murad'’s

Antique Centre
(bottom left). »

< Time has not
diminished the
breathtaking beauty
of the intricately
engraved and gold
leaf-inlaid wood
panellings in the
Chee Ancestral home.

to be over a hundred years of age and
boasts of many chambers, airwell, a back
open courtyard with a self-contained
chamber. The intricate gold-leaf wooden
panellings, an archway and altar still re-
main as well as numerous old photo-
graphs and documents The builder of
the house, Chee, apparently had affili-
ations with the Sun Yat Sen regime.

Only a passing glimpse of the village
centre, where the fountain built by
the rich Hakka plantation owner, Koh
Seang Tatt (who also built Edinburgh
House) is firmly located, before the
group journeyed to the D.O.’s resi-
dence at Titi Teras, 2 kms away. The
residence which is over 100 years old
and located on a hillock, has recently
been beautifully renovated. We were
warmly welcomed by the D.O. and his
family, who prepared delicious bee-
hoon and tea for us. The group was
then directed to the building which was

the original district office. This is lo-
cated about two kilometres away from
the main road at Air Puteh. It is also
renovated and currently belongs to the
owners of a large housing project that
is already underway. The last stop
made by the group was at the Murad’s
Antique Centre in Sungai Rusa, close
to Sungai Pinang. Spread over a few
Malay kampung houses, the complex
houses antiques, old documents and
photographs and keris.

With dusk fast approaching, time soon
ran out and everybody swiftly dispersed
to make their own way back to George
Town before darkness descends. =

v Group photo of some PHT members at the Roman Catholic church (inset). Stragglers were left out of the photo!

BN aipuy :s0104d
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Letters published under this section are open to direct correspondence by any-
one who is interested in the subject matter, or who feel that she/he is qualified to

offer help/advise in response to those who have written in to us.

Late again?

For those who don't get the chance
to come over to 26A Stewart Lane ...

Dear readers (or by now frustrated readers),

Living above PHT's office, as I do, I would like to put you in the picture of
why yet again the newsletter it is a little late.

When I first moved into 26A there was just Priscilla and Puss. Now when I
come home I can hardly squeeze through to the staircase -- new staff and
volunteers all busy producing something for some event somewhere in
Penang. There will be exhibitions in Mandarin, Malay, English (we are
working on Tamil), photos to mount, text to check, brochures to collate. Plus
all the meetings now involving various communities PHT has inspired. The
work they are producing is phenomenal as is their dedication. The continued
efforts of the staff and volunteers, often until late at night and sometimes

overnight too, must not be forgotten.

June is over, and all events were well received and well attended, with
madness behind them the office can catch up, until the next efforts begin. A
little late it may be but only because PHT is really making an impact on the
shaping of George Town's heritage and the future of the communities.

Mrs. Peel, office cat
Email: gwynn@tm.net.my
Dated: 1 July 2001

In reply to Don't Touch!

In the previous issue of PHT newsletter (issue no. 71), we carried
an article by Fiona Bower entitled “Conservation -- it’s in your hands”.

Here’s someone who begs to differ...

I was interested to read Fiona's distur-
bance in seeing the “primate instinct”
of touching the newly restored paint-
ings of the Khoo Kongsi.

Let’s reflect a little on possibly why
cultural approaches can be so differ-
ent and what that difference can mean,
before we condemn.

Certain items, particularly within a
temple, are expected to be touched

as part of the belief system, and oth-

Page 6

ers are definitely out of bounds ex-
cept to a privileged few. I am sure
Lin Lee will mention the newly
gilded lions at the Cheng Hoon Teng
Temple Malacca, and how within
days their gold heads were rubbed
clean simply because they were part
of a perpetuated ritual.

Although to touch means eventually
to damage, but to damage leads to
repair or renew, thus this allows for
the original craft to be perpetuated

ad infinitum rather than exhibiting
it as a meaningless object behind a
protective screen.

Chinese artists and artisans were, and
I understand still are, apprenticed to
great masters whose work they repeat
and repeat until they have learnt all
the techniques, only then they can
venture out with their own creative
ideas, (please correct me if I have
misunderstood). Therefore there was
always a plethora of craftsmen or art-
ists to repair or replace with works
of equal quality. What has happened
though is an artificial belief that the
more “civilised” primates are able to
keep their hands to themselves and
as a result, the original damage has
not been replaced, and the crafts have
almost died out.

We must also not forget that there have
been generations of conservationists
and restorers convinced that their
method is better than one previously
tried only to be scorned by a later gen-
eration for using damaging techniques.
Thus, in respect of the fact that we are
all continually learning, we must keep
an open mind.

However one case where this rule
might have been useful is if it had ap-
plied to Lord Elgin, when he didn't just
touch the heritage of Greece but “bor-
rowed it” instead. And what of
Cleopatra's Needle, suffering the indig-
nity of the pollution of London instead
of gracing the banks of the Nile?

To be careful, yes, but don't touch?...
let’s see what others have to say.

Gwynn Jenkins (Penang)
Email: gwynn@tm.net.my
Dated: 1 July 2001

Khoo Cheany Tin
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Historic George Town Inner City?
A “thinkpiece” sent in by Teo Chong Yean
who currently resides in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

I am grateful that the Penang Heri-
tage Trust is championing the fight
to keep George Town Inner City in-
tact. However, I feel that the efforts
will be futile if the State and Federal
Government are only half-hearted in
supporting the efforts of the people.

A good example would be the "Pres-
ervation/Conservation” Guidelines
drawn up for the various part of
Penang city. When George Town is
redeveloped according to the guide-
lines, we will have a new city but would
have lost the heritage.

The proposed guidelines only aims to
keep the places of worship and allow
other building types to be demolished
and replaced by new ones. The beau-
tiful and humane 2 or 3-storey shop-
houses will be replaced by 5 or 6-
storey modern buildings or imitations.

You can already see examples of this
new topology around town -- don't you
think that they are not representative
of Penang's heritage?

The guidelines also calls for road wid-
ening of all streets. When implemented
fully, the proportional width: height
(road to shophouses) of the streets in
Penang will be lost forever. The old
street charm will be replaced by the
typical streetscape prevalent in new
city developments anywhere. Penang
will then look like any town built be-
tween 1990 and 2010; and not like
what it used to be and still is now. Is
that heritage? Yes, if we start with a
clean slate today. But, are we?

The combined acts will totally change
the character of the urban fabric of
George Town. I wonder which city in
the world has proposed and carried out

such a strategy and then have the gall
to market it as a preservation/conser-
vation effort? Which city only keeps
the place of worships and allow the
whole urban fabric to change and dare
to call that conservation efforts? Did
London, Paris, Boston, Montreal, To-
kyo, etc. do that? Conservation in these
cities are not just keeping a few archi-
tectural pieces -- it meant keeping a
large part of the city, even the smallest
units are a few blocks!

If Penangites ever wish for Penang to
be listed as one of the World’s Heri-
tage sites, then the people must get
the State Government to be serious
and come out with more meaningful
guidelines. No wonder Penang is
listed as one of the most endangered
sites -- THE HERITAGE WOULD
MOST DEFINITELY BE LOST with
the implementation of the current
guidelines.

Teo Chong Yean (M.I.T, U.S.A.)
Email: teocy@mit.edu
Dated: 20 June 2001

Do you know this house?

Margaret Barton wrote in to request help in locating this house.
If you have information, please contact us...

I am writing on behalf of my brother
who was in Malaysia (then Malaya)
with the British Forces in 1952/53.

Although his duties often caused him
to travel all over, he was billeted in

Photo courtesy of Margaret Barton

Penang and had given to us a photo of
the house in which he stayed. It was a
very impressive and beautiful house
which my brother hopes would be of
interest to you and he wonders there-
fore, if you would like to have the

photo for your records. From your
maps, he thinks it may have been lo-
cated somewhere along Jalan Sultan
Ahmad Shah. Sadly, from the informa-
tion he was able to give to us and en-
quiries of friends who we met, it ap-
pears that the house was one of those
which were demolished so the area
could be redeveloped.

My brother tells me he has made con-
tact with the widow of one of the of-
ficers who was also stationed in
Penang at that time, and she has sev-
eral photos including one of a young
lady who worked at the house in
George Town. Her name was Beulia
(not sure of spelling and surname for-
gotten) and she played in the Penang
Ladies Hockey team. She would be
about 70 now and I don't know if she
could be traced but, if so, would re-
member the house. I look forward to
hearing from you.

Margaret Barton (England, U.K.)
Email: thepondhouse @ ukonline.co.uk

Dated: 23 June 2001

Page 7
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.. continued from page 1, Editorial

ABN-AMRO Bank and support in
kind from City Bayview Hotel.
We haope to get more corporate
sponsors for this worthwhile
project, as STAR Publications
has promised year-long publicity
for the sponsors. The newspaper
has also undertaken to carry a
Heritage Series which focusses
on conservation issues, World
Heritage listing, successful
restoration and adaptive reuse
projects, as well as community
history and heritage.

Volunteers trained at the oral
history workshop will embark on
collecting the narratives of
members of 'trade communities’,
such as Arab perfumers, Indian
barbers, Hainanese coffeeshop
operators, Teochew charcoal
dealers, Sinling carpenters ec.
prioritizing the endangered
and dying trades. We believe
these interviews will provide
glimpses of migration history,
occupational specialization,
oral traditions as well as
cultural practices of the diverse
groups that make up Penang
society. We are looking for
additional volunteers as well as
interesting interview subjects.

Khoo Salma Nasution

HERITAGE IN DANGER!

Forum on Penang Botanic Gardens
20 February 2001

Report by Ahmad Chik

f 37 tis not general public knowledge
that there are far-reaching plans
to corporatise the Penang Botanic Gar-
dens (PBG), and to dramatically en-
large it. Held at the Caring Complex
on the morning of 20 February, the
SERI and PBG forum was to remedy
this and to obtain public response to
these proposals.

Very soon the 80-acre Garden will be
enlarged by about 6 times to include
all the adjoining forested hill areas, the
abandoned quarry near the entrance
and all the land on both sides of the
approach road between the Moon Gate
and the present entrance. The forested
area will be left untouched as a buffer
zone, but about 30 acres of the other
areas are slated for development for:
e an extension to the Formal Garden
® a picnic area
e A series of Japanese, English, Thai,
Islamic and rose gardens. This is the
so-called ‘Gardens of the World’
e A commercial/hawker complex.

Most participants welcomed the cre-
ation of the buffer zone; many were un-
happy with the ‘Gardens of the World’
and the commercial complex, and al-
most all doubted if the Garden with its
present management can successfully
undertake such an ambitious expan-

sion. This was the other matter that was
discussed extensively. Management
consultant company Kassim, Chan had
been asked to examine the organiza-
tion of PBG and make a report that was
presented at the seminar. Unsurpris-
ingly they found that it is under-funded,
understaffed and under-managed.
Their main recommendation is for the
Garden to be turned into a corporation,
to overcome the rigidities of the civil
service. As for additional funds, it was
recommended that some activities and
features should be farmed out to the
private sector, with the government
providing a generous launching grant
(An interesting and significant inciden-
tal disclosure was that half of the RM1.8
million PBG budget is spent on the
Governor’s Residence and on other
government buildings).

Most participants had serious reserva-
tion about turning the Garden into a
corporation. Corporatised bodies have
an unfortunate history in Malaysia and
it was feared that public interest will
be sacrificed in favour of private profit.
The Garden has a special significance
for Penang and PHT members have a
duty to ensure that any development is
done in an acceptable manner. So
watch this space. Better still, be watch-
ful; and speak out loudly, please. =

A Guide to the Penang Botanic Gardens

This book is a [abor of love by four persevering volunteers of the Friends of
uide to the different ways of enjoying the
acts, as

he

Penang Botanic Gardens Society. It a
Penang Botanic Gardens, giving a wea?tb of botanical and non—botam'caF f
well as deas for exploring o ~the-beaten-tracks. It attempts to stimmlate t
senses — not only to see but also to touch the different textures and to swell the
aroma and fragrances, to [isten to the voices of the forest and savor completely,
the tranquil beauty of nature. The veader will also find useful information on t
economic and howe uses of some plants along with the beliefs and folklore attached
to thew. Thus the pages also hold fairy tales, vecipes and her al remedies. Definitely
m?;k family and one that every Penang home should have.

2 book for them

Available at PHT office
for RM 20 per copy

Page 8
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EVENTS /ACTIVITIES

Heritage Community Revitalisation through

Women & Youth -- Project launch, 17 Feb 2001
Report by Raja Abdul Razak

% elieving that women
and youth play an

important role as custo-
dians of their heritage
and historic environment,
the Penang Heritage Trust
launched a RM 30,000
project to empower and
educate women and
youths in the Acheh
Street and Kapitan Kling
mosque area.

Her Excellency Jean McCloskey being welcomed by the

Photo: Raja Abdul Razak

Penang Heritage Trust executive secretary, Priscilla.

Funded by a grant from

the Canadian High Commission’s
CIDA Women’s Initiative Fund and
unveiled during a press conference on
February 17 at the PHT premises, the
project will among other things, involve
women in urban governance issues.

The Canadian High Commissioner,
Jean McCloskey, who was present at
the press conference, said the fund
would assist women to participate in
social, economic and political decision-
making policies. n

Photo: Faiz lzwan Anuar

< Khoo Salma
explaining to
Ms. McCloskey
about ongoing
restoration works
at the Kapitan
Kling mosque

in Pitt Street.

Urban Signage Seminar at Penang Town Hall
20 February 2001

Report by Fais Izwan Anuar

% seminar on urban signage was
organised by the MPPP and held
at the Penang Town Hall on 20 Febru-
ary 2001. Two experts -- Elizabeth
Vines, a partner of Adelaide based con-

servation architectural firm Mcdougall

& Vines, and William Harald-Wong,
one of Malaysia’s top graphic design-
ers -- were sourced as specialists with
the help of the Penang Heritage Trust.
The seminar, which was chaired by the
Municipal Councillor in charge of li-

Photo: William Harald-Wong

cencing, Mr. Wong Mun Hoe, attracted
a crowd of approximately 60, includ-
ing the Penang municipal councillors,
PHT president Dr. Choong Sim Poey,
and various local interest groups.
Among the issues discussed were the
MPPP’s RM 2.2 million plan of
Campbell Street pedestrian mall, and
the importance of signage in enhanc-
ing the heritage character of buildings
and streetscapes.

Vines believes that the Campbell Street
pedestrian mall reflects inadequate pub-
lic and stakeholder consultation prior
to implementation. Ideally, the design
of a street should say something about
its people and culture, and it is best to
engage those trading in the street to say
how they would like to have the design
work for them. She added that authori-
ties in Australia usually conducted open
discussions with the locals rather than
hastily engaging foreign professional
designers when sprucing up a place. She
concludes that it may be a worthwhile
effort to fully pedestrainise a street, but
cautioned that it would be largely de-
pendent upon the type of businesses
and activities conducted there.

On signages, Vines thinks that they
should be clear and simple, adding that
they should not obstruct the beauty and
aesthetic values of a building, let alone
disrupt the surroundings. She is of the
opinion that when there are too many
signages, one tends not to read them
anymore. She warns that strict enforce-
ment of signage policies is essential to
prevent the buildings here from being
draped with advertisements, and if the
authorities continue to allow unregu-
lated construction of signages,
Penang’s heritage buildings will end up
being visually polluted. [ ]

a Too many signages pollutes the vista!
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Roaring ’20s evening

{ @ he gala fundraiser theme this year says  music, performed by M
it all -- a celebration of the Rip-Roaring  The Penang State Symp

’20s. Smoking jackets, art-deco jewellery, getting the evergeen &
feather boas, sequins, ‘Piccadilly’ vanity bags,  Yeoh, which transporte,
dropped waistlines, bobs, Clara Bow cloches, memory lane and even
classic sarees, period kebayas & kerongsangs  ers, much to everyon
were once again in vogue at the féte held on

30 June at the ballroom of the Eastern & Ori- ~ Guests were present
ental Hotel, Penang, from 7pm until midnight, ~ armival and reglsm’“fi
And for added effect, a fleet of vintage cars POt prepared by Lim

were parked outside the ballroom. Lin Lee deliverf.:d ad
the cause for heritageo

This unique, romantic social fundraiser inclu-  set the tone for the &
ded an elegant dinner, ballroom dancing and live ~ were also treated to rad

SR .
: _rf‘?f{,-) .

", ’ﬁﬁ%‘f FUNDRAIS
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vas a roaring success!

k Ostin & members of
ony Orchestra. Not for-
gs of Nancy & Albert
some 300 guests down
iid tribute to state lead-
amusement!

with door gifts upon
Armed with a power-
Gaik Siang, Loh-Lim
1amic presentation on
nservation, which help
ning’s event. Guests
les, lucky draws, a si-

Sﬁj‘ri * * ., ‘k :
ENT AUCTION ooy .

lent auction and an open auction. Raffle win-
ners walked away with prizes like hotel stays,
jewellery and meal vouchers. The open auc-
tion saw several valuable works of art, a model
of a Spanish galleon and a ride on the E&QO
Express go under the hammer, ‘Auctioneers’
R. Murali and Himanshu Bhatt adroitly spurred
the guests on to making higher bids. A fun time
was had by all and special thanks go to the
Planning Committee and volunteers for putting
together a wonderful evening. [

write-up/flayout: Raja Abdul Razak & William Chow
photos this spread: courtesy of Andre Ng
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Fort Cornwallis Restoration Committee Meeting

10 March 2001

Report by Dr. Choong Sim Poey

Photo: Geoff Wade

% noted in press
releases, Fort

Cornwallis is being
excavated and re-
stored under the su-
pervision of the Mu-
seum Negara. At the
last restoration steer-
ing committee meet-
ing (10 March 2001)
chaired by En. Adi Hj.
Taha, deputy director
of the Department of
Museums and Antig-
uities, it was projected
to be completed by 31 March 2001,
some three months late because of
some problems in getting old bricks to
rebuild the old fort wall.

The restored building will see the old
moat and all the walls restored. The
modern amphitheatre (put in at the pre-
vious upgrading of the site 1981 under a

Restoration and archaeological works in progress. Parts of the
wall (foreground) have to be completely rebuilt.

committee under Dato’ Lim Chong
Keat) will be left untouched. At a walk
around the site afterwards, the amphi-
theatre and stage were looking distinct-
ly seedy and clearly in need of some
upgrading. There are also proposals to
restore the cannons so that they will
have the original footing and wheels
but this has not been budgeted for.

Representing the Penang Heritage
Trust, Dr. Choong raised the question
of the use of this site after restoration.
Unfortunately, it seems that this is out-
side the purview of the committee be-
yond a general intention that part of
the fort will be an exhibition area re-
lating to its history. It was further ex-
plained that since the State Govern-
ment was the owner of the site, it was
therefore left to them to decide on its
future and that in all probability it
would again be privatized.

PHT requested the chairman to urge
the State Government to urgently
convene a forum involving represen-
tatives from Museum Negara, State
Museum Board, the Penang Heritage
Trust and others to discuss this and to
formulate clear guidelines for suitable
uses of the site. These guidelines could
then be used as a basis of offering it
for privatization.

The Penang Heritage Trust will also
be sending a formal request to this
effect to the Museum Negara and the
State Government for this to be done
as soon as possible. 2]

Page 12

Penang Heritage Trust - Badan Warisan Malaysia
Joint Heritage Education Workshop
24 March 2001

Report by Lim Huck Chin & Loh-Lim Lin Lee

@‘ enang Heritage Trust and Badan
Warisan Malaysia jointly orga-
nised a Heritage Education half-day
workshop on Saturday 24 March 2001.
This is the second collaborative work-
shop of its kind following the first
which was held with Arts-Ed’s “Heri-
tage in Education” programme in Sep-
tember 2000.

This joint effort between PHT and
Badan Warisan is aimed at sharing
existing resources and contacts to de-
velop a more comprehensive educa-
tion programme and to address a
broader age group and audience mix.
It also enables Badan Warisan to trial
its Education Programme -- Pilot
Project 2000 beyond the Klang Valley
area and at the same time gives PHT

the opportunity to enhance its role in
providing heritage awareness pro-
grammes for schools.

Interest in this latest workshop from
both teachers and students represent-
ing a mix of inner city and suburban
schools was positive and encouraging,
and signaled the possibility of differ-
ent responses from which PHT and
Badan Warisan might learn. Held at the
magnificent Cheong Fatt Tze mansion,
and attended by twenty participants
(comprising 8 teachers and 12 stu-
dents) the workshop was an introduc-
tion to more imaginative and creative
ways in which heritage awareness
might be introduced and revisited. In-
deed, the inspiring environment of-
fered by the mansion itself put into
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place a very positive sense of excite-
ment about heritage issues amongst the
participants... interest levels were vis-
ibly elevated! - o moraere: 4

Cheong I'att Tze
“Mansion

Penang. Malaysia

The workshop programme was de-
signed to introduce the participants to
the available education resources of-

could be

the unrs
“China's last My

fered by both PHT and Badan Warisan,
to initiate a discovery process - both
within individuals and in groups — for
heritage consciousness and awareness,
and to offer ideas for heritage related
projects which the students and teach-
ers may then initiate at their respec-
tive schools.

Loh-Lim Lin Lee, director of PHT’s
education component, kicked off the
session with a succinct introduction to
heritage within the Penang context, of-
fering a selection of slides as a
jumpstart to the workshop proper. Fol-
lowing a brief description of the two
organisations’ respective programmes
and the benefits to the participants of
their joint implementation in Penang,
Charlene Rajendran, workshop facili-
tator for Badan Warisan, embarked on
an energy-filled series of activities and
creative thinking exercises. Partici-
pants were compelled to adopt cross-
cultural roles, to test their imaginary
and memory skills, to articulate their
own perspectives of heritage and their
concerns relating to it, and to share
their varying interests with contempo-
raries and peers from different cultural
backgrounds. The material used dur-
ing the workshop included Badan
Warisan’s video presentation, which is
still being developed as one of the main
components of its education resource Kit.

{st place winner Maost Excellent F
tneseo Asia Pacific Flentage Award 2000

RESTORATION TOURS

EVENTS VENUE

OWNER-HOSTED HOME STAYS

The Cbeong Fatt Tze Mansion doors are now open to you. For a tm[y
unique beritage experience the owner-hosted howe-stays offer 16 uniquely
thewed bedroom suites, varying in size
and the Ol Kitchen. All rooms are fu
you wish) and come with en-suite bathroom, personal valet and breakfast
n tbe courtyards. The Mansion also offers conducted l)eriwge tours and
facilities for dinners, weddings, receptions and small concerts. There are
also meeting rooms for wedium sized seminars and conferences.

[rom t(;e scholar's suite to S(;antung

Tel/Fax: 6-04-2625289 Email: cftm@tm.net.my
Website: http://www.cheongfatttzemansion.com

[y air-conditioned (or ceiling fans if

;5

The video is intended to serve as a start-
ing point in building interest levels in
aspects of our heritage environment.

Indeed, the workshop was for Badan
Warisan, part of a learning process in
its endeavour to design and develop an
education resource kit that is flexible,
adaptable and comprising a variety of
learning tools which would enable it to
reach a wider audience. Additionally, the
workshop helped reinforce PHT’s role
as a resource for schools that wish to
explore heritage education through the

organisation’s range of activities and
programmes, and its commitment to pro-
viding guidance in heritage awareness
among the younger generation and the
communities of Penang.

This project was an overwhelming suc-
cess, due largely to the knowledge and
experience that the facilitators Lim
Huck Chin and Loh-Lim Lin Lee
shared with the participants -- SMJK
Bukit Gambier, SMJK St. George,
SMK St. Xavier, SMK Convent Lebuh
Light, Sri Inai Secondary School, Up-
lands International School, SM
Tanjung Bunga, and SM Pendidikan
Khas. Thanks also go to Priscilla
Charles-Chee, Lara Ariffin, and every-
one from PHT and Badan Warisan for
their contributions. A very special
thanks to Charlene Rajendran for mak-
ing heritage truly come alive for all of
us. And last but not least, thanks also
to Fendi and his team at Cheong Fatt
Tze mansion, for providing such deli-
cious and necessary nourishment! m

<« Charlene Rajendran in action, making
heritage truly come alive for everyone.
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Listed on 100 most endangered sites 2000, World Monuments Watch.

Save Historic George Town --

Inner Cicy
Trails

1Lill HERITAGE

PHT will be conducting
these three trails:

Tuesday

Little India, Spice Trail

Wednesday
Heritage Trail 2 &
Cheong Fatt Tze

Thursday
Street of Harmony &
Historical Enclave.

Those interested to join can
contact Priscilla at Tel 264-2631
at least a day before for any of
the tours. The fees for the trails
are RM50 per pax (3-10) and
RMA40 per pax (11 & above).

il PENANG

THE RELIABLE TOUR

Three Heritage Trail Tours
Report by Teresa Capol

Date: 23rd March 2001

4 pax (Heritage Trail 2 & CFTze Mansion)
Guests were from Hong Kong and enjoyed the
tour tremendously.

Date: 10th April 2001

5 pax (The Spice Trail and Little India)

Guests enjoyed the ambience of Little India and we even had roti canai and teh
tarik on the way. After the tour, especially when they got the smells of curries
being cooked, we ended up having a banana leaf lunch. All in, it was a wonder-
ful tour -- so they said.

Date: 13th April, 2001

17 pax: Pata Post Conference Tour (Trishaw Heritage Tour)

The trishaws were booked by PenEvents and I conducted the tour personally.
Participants comprised Tourism Malaysia officers,Travel News editors, Media
and Travel Agents, and also PDC Officers. [ was given only 2 hours to do the
tour, including a stop at the famed Cheong Fatt Tze mansion. Our stops were at
Fort Cornwallis, Little India, Khoo Kongsi, Acheen Street, Syed Alatas Mansion
and Sun Yet Sen Base (we were unable to go in due to time constraint). We ar-
rived at the Cheong Fatt Tze mansion at noon. After the tour, they boarded the
bus to E&O hotel for lunch. The guests enjoyed the tour very much. They were
each given our PHT Heritage Trial tour brochures and PHT membership forms.

Visit by Friends from Nara Machizukuri Centre
24 March 2001

Report by Khoo Salma Nasution

Wra Machizukuri Centre is a
citizen’s group which promotes

the conservation of the old quarter of
Nara, one of Japan's most historical
temple towns with a famous deer park.
Nara is located near Kyoto, at the east-
ern end of the Silk Route. NMC is
PHT's sister organisation in Japan. In
the early 1990s, they sponsored PHT
representatives on study tours to En-
gland, Japan, and also to attend the
AWPNUC Symposium hosted in Nara.
They also sponsored Arthur Percival
of the Civic Trust to visit Penang.
NMC was one of the initiators of the
formation of the Asia & West Pacific
Network for Urban Conservation
(AWPNUC) in 1991, and have always
been supportive of PHT's role in it.

To renew NMC's friendship with PHT,
seven members of the NMC delega-
tion visited Penang from Saturday, 24
March to Monday, 26 March. Lim

Gaik Siang prepared the itinerary and
faithfully followed the group for two
whole days, sometimes serving as
Japanese interpreter.

On Saturday morning, council mem-
ber Teresa Capol took them for a tour
of Little India, accompanied by PHT
member Mrs. Linda Khoo (Salma's
mother). They then visited the
Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion, where the
tour was led by Joanne Khaw. Dr.
Choong Sim Poey received them at the
PHT office, presented souvenirs to the
guests, and hosted the lunch at Sin
Kheng Aun. Junko Tanaka, a PHT
member who has contributed articles
on heritage to the newsletter of
Penang's Japanese expatriate commu-
nity, joined us at this point. After lunch,
architect Kim Wong and Joanne
organised a trishaw tour to the kongsi
temples of the Five Great Clans. The
president of the Cheah Kongsi Dato’
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Cheah Jin Teong gave them a warm
reception. At Lim Kongsi, they were
welcomed by the trustees there. The
Honorable Consul of Japan Mr.
Naoharu Fujii and his wife hosted a
sumptious Japanese dinner at Kam-
pachi, arranged through the good
graces of Dato' Kee Phaik Cheen and
Dr. Choong Sim Poey. Lim Gaik Siang,
Khoo Salma and her husband were also
present. Khoo Salma met up several
of her old friends whom she had not
seen in years. Mrs. Kuroda was wear-
ing a beautiful traditional kimono.

The next morning, Mr. Clement Liang
met them and brought them to 120 Ar-
menian Street, where we were holding
a talk on Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Penang.
The event was organised to commemo-
rate the Penang Hwang Hwa Kang
Uprising (Canton Uprising) of the Chi-
nese Revolution in March 1911 and to
promote the conservation of the build-
ings in Penang associated with Dr. Sun
Yat Sen and his followers. The main
speaker was local historian Mr. Ong
Seng Huat. Lim Gaik Siang not only
provided powerpoint support, but also
acted as Chinese and English inter-
preter! Clement was the main Japanese
interpreter. The talk was attended by
Dato' Oon Choo Khai, former MD of
Kwong Wah Jit Poh, Professor Dr. Kim
Phaik Lah (formerly with USM Schol
of Education), teacher Gooi, as well
as conservation planners Lim Hooi
Siang and Alex Koenig. PHT recruited
one new member amongst the audi-
ence. A few newspapers were repre-
sented and articles subsequently ap-
peared in Kwong Wah Jit Poh and
Kwong Ming Ri Bao.

A simple lunch of fried rice, keropok
and inchi kebin was prepared by Mrs.
Linda Khoo, with the support of her
Japanese discussion group. Teresa
Capol contributed curry chicken while
Shirley Tan made sago pudding, and
Dr. Kim Phaik Lah brought us color-
ful Nyonya kueh. While having tea at
Old China Cafe, we had a discussion
about how to further cultural exchange
between the two organisations. Profes-
sor Taro on behalf of NMC kindly of-
fered to support PHT in whatever they
could. The NMC delegation visited
The Garage before joining the PHT site
visit for the tour of E&O Hotel. Din-
ner was again hosted by Mrs. Linda
Khoo at Ocean View (Paramount Ho-
tel) and we were joined by Joanne
Khaw, Teresa Capol and daughter.

Upon returning to Japan, Professor

Taro confirmed his offer in writing:

® to look for sources of funding for
PHT's work in Japan

® to approach Japanese and interna-
tional organisations to recognize
PHT's work

® to contact Sonbun (Sun Yat Sen)
Memorial Foundation in Japan to
support our activities

® to propose to UNESCO that
Penang should be listed as
World Heritage site

® to publicise PHT's activities in the
Japanese press

® to have an annual member exchange
programme between NMC and PHT

We are happy to renew our friendship
with the warm and far-sighted people at
NMC. Through the leadership of Mrs.
Kuroda, NMC has conducted many com-

Top: Everyone joins in singing Japanese songs
at 120 Armenian Street.

Middle: Dinner with the Japanese Consul and
his wife at Kampachi.

Bottom: Exchanging gifts at PHT office.

munity activities and their premises are
used by community people of all ages
and walks of life. We hope that Prof.
Taro can give us a talk about NMC the
next time he's in Penang.

We would like to thank our PHT vol-
unteers who helped us organise the
events, especially Mrs. Linda Khoo,
Mr. Clement Liang and Ms. Lim Gaik
Siang. We would also like to thank the
Honorable Consul of Japan Mr. Fujii
for his hospitality. NMC's visit was an
important catalyst in bringing together
PHT, the Malaysian Japanese speak-
ers and members of the Japanese com-
munity in Penang, and we hope this
will lead to future collaborations in
cultural and heritage projects.

4 Ong Seng Huat giving a talk about Dr. Sun
Yat Sen with a powerpoint prepared by Gaik
Siang who also acted the interpreter.
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Local Government - Local Community Dialogue
on Women in Urban Governance
Held at Komtar, Penang. 12 May 2001

Introduction by Khoo Salma Nasution

: E ; he Penang Heritage Trust has

been championing the heritage
of Penang, and pushing for inner city
George Town to be listed as World
Heritage. However, we realize that the
problems faced by George Town, es-
pecially after the Repeal of Rent Con-
trol are not merely that of loss of physi-
cal heritage, but also a crisis of hous-
ing, a loss of community, movable heri-
tage and intangible heritage, the de-
cline of economic and social activity,
exacerbated by unsatisfactory condi-
tions of the city with regard to infra-
structure, public amenities, transport,
and urban environment.

These problems affect all users of the
city, including the residents who con-
stitute the cultural communities and
historic communities, but have an even
greater impact on the differently abled
and the urban poor, which include
many women and women-headed

families. A holistic vision for George
Town should include the well-being of
the communities. These communities
are important custodians and interpret-
ers of our heritage, they keep alive the
festivals and oral traditions, they use
and maintain the historic fabric.

Their well-being can only be ensured
through better urban governance, and
greater public participation to ensure
that ordinary people, including women,
have a greater say in how the city is
run and how it develops. Women, es-
pecially low-income women, have of-
ten been neglected as stakeholders in
organised consultations. Therefore,
with our new initiative Women in Ur-
ban Governance, we hope to explore
how women use the city, how they
view the changes in the city, how they
are affected by housing problems
with the repeal of rent control, what
issues are important to them and how

Photo: Cécile Francken-Ooi

L \

4 DPM’s wife Datin Seri Endon Mahmood
officiating the event with a stirring speech.

women envision a better city for this
and the next generation.

From March to May, the Penang Heri-
tage Trust held a series of small dialogues
with several stakeholder groups. The is-
sues and recommendations were
brought up to the authorities during the
Local-Local Dialogue on Women in
Urban Governance coorganised by
HAWA and PHT on May 12. [

Reflections on the

Women in Urban Governance Dialogue

Loh-Lim Lin Lee comments...

would like to say how proud
I was to be asked to be as-
sociated with the Women in Urban
Governance Seminar. It was very
well organised, very powerful and

Page 16

< Lin Lee voices concerns
about the state of social
housing in Penang.

very meaningful. It
was also very coura-
geous. The number of
people (close to 200)
who turned up as well
as the spectrum of so-
ciety that they repre-
sented, was very hum-
bling. It showed us
how important the is-
sues were considered to be, by all.
The disabled/physically challenged
were there in full force; the
marginalised Indian Muslim women
from Chulia Lane who left kids and

work & who sat through 9 hours; the
female senior citizens who expressed
how amazed they were at some of the
things they were hearing, seeing and
learning; the many PHT volunteers
who were there all day; and those won-
derful brave, open and liberal males
who gave up a day to find out what
problems were being faced by dwell-
ers in the city in general, and specifi-
cally by women.

Many of the issues raised were cer-
tainly viewed as applicable to all, not
merely women, and it allowed us to
focus on access, public amenities,
maintenance, safety, transparency, re-
sponsiveness, rule of law, etc.

It was also very gratifying that the in-
vited female powers-that-be in the
State (Assemblywomen, city council-
lors, heads of depts) turned up, for
what they must have known, would be
a grilling, formidable session. ]
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Almashoor Students visit Waqf Enclave
27 April 2001

Report by Raja Abdul Razak

qu in language means setting
aside, confining the use of, or

stopping the benefits one draws from a
particular property for a specified pur-
pose. As to the technical legal mean-
ing in Islamic law, the term “wagqf,”
refers to the protection of the property
and ensuring its use for purposes pleas-
ing to God—for the benefit of mosques,
schools, hospitals, the maintenance of
scholars, and assistance to the poor (A.
L. Tibawi, The Islamic Pious Founda-
tions in Jerusalem).

Armed with a video camera, a group
of students and teachers from the
Sekolah Almashoor were recently
taken on a visit to several waqf prop-
erties in the Kapitan Keling, Arme-
nian Street, Kampong Kolam,
Campbell Street and Acheen Street
vicinities by Khoo Salma and Abdur-
Razzaq Lubis.

The teachers and students, who were
collecting data for a CD-ROM project
on the history of Muslim heritage, were
shown several historical sites signifi-
cant to Muslims.

The group also witnessed the sad
state of affairs of some of the waqf
properties. including burial grounds,
which were in urgent and dire need
of major repairs and maintenance.
Neglected by their custodians, the
fate of some of these properties face
an uncertain future. [

Top Left: Abdur-Razzaq Lubis in a show and
tell session with the group.

Left: Learning from the expert - the group
listening in fascination as Khoo Salma nar-
rates the history of Wagf properties.

Photos: Raja Abdul Razak.

Former DPM pays
Courtesy Call

28 April 2001

Report by Raja Abdul Razak
& Abdur-Razzaq Lubis

%hairman of the Human
Rights Commission of

Malaysia Tan Sri Musa Hitam paid
a courtesy call to 120 Armenian
Street on 28 April 2001.

The former Deputy Prime Minister
of Malaysia was in Penang to deliver
the the inaugural Putra Memorial
Lecture entitled ‘Education and Ex-
cellence, The Challenges of the 21st
century’. organised by Penang Free
School Foundation in collaboration
with the State Economic and Re-
search Institute (SERI) and
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM).

Dato’ Musa, accompanied by
Dato’ (Dr.) Anwar Fazal, PHT
life member and Senior Regional
Advisor to UNDP Asia-Pacific,
and Abdur-Razzaq Lubis, Malay-
sian representative of the
Sumatra Heritage Trust, dis-
cussed a variety of issues -- con-
servation, ethnicity, heritage and
general politics over servings of
hot tea and nyonya cakes. [

Phor Tay Secondary School Historical Society

visits Dr. Sun Yat Sen Base -- 28 April 2001
Report by Raja Abdul Razak & Abdur-Razzaq Lubis

éomc 73 visitors comprising
students and teachers from the

History Society of Phor Tay second-
ary school conducted a short heritage
tour of the Acheen Street/Armenian
Street enclave on 28 April 2001.

Led by three teachers, the group
made its first stop at the historic 120
Armenian Street, a late 19th century
shop-house which once witnessed
great energies of revolution in the
salad days of the Chinese nationalist
revolution leader Dr. Sun Yet Sun.
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From 1909 to 1911, the house served
as the base of the Southeast Asia Tung
Meng Hooi (Sun Yat Sen’s political
party), and also saw the founding of
the Kwong Wah Jit Poh newspaper in
1910. Now, the house is a museum
dedicated to Sun Yat Sen and his
Penang followers. Students and
teachers alike paid close attention as
Abdur-Razzaq Lubis, the Malaysian
representative of the Sumatra Heri-
tage Trust, presented them with a
detailed history of the house and the
political uprising.

The group were also informed of the
significance of the Acheen Street and
Armenian Street vicinity as the meet-
ing point and shared heritage of two
great civilizations -- Islamic and
Confucian.

This coexistence can be seen in the
wagqf and kongsi heritage of both the
Muslim and Chinese communities. The
relationship is enhanced through trade,
marriage and ‘secret societies’ alli-
ances. The Acheen Street and Arme-
nian Street area is the shared heritage
of both Muslims and Confucianists.

The short history lesson was followed
by a quick tour around the premises,
before the group departed for nearby
Cheah Kongsi. |
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Revival of

for Inner City Boys
of George Town

26 May 2001

Report by Raja Abdul Razak

: E ; he ritual of circumcision is com-
pulsory for all Muslim children

and in the case of a male child marks
his entrance to ‘manhood’.

A Dato’ Nazir cuts a dashing figure in On 26 May this year the Penang Her-
Baju Melayu as he made his speech. itage Trust, with the ‘help’ of some 22
male children re-aquainted Penangites

All photos on this page (and tourists) with the pomp and cer-
courtesy of Lim Gaik Siang emony of mass circumcision, a prac-

tice that is fast disappearing. The event

Mass Circumcision Ceremony

was organised by the Women &
Wakqf group through the Heritage
Community Revitalisation project,
with Cikgu Baharoodin as advisor.
Dato’ Nazir Ariff gave an inspiring
speech about the need to revive urban
Muslim tradition and heritage and the
importance of keeping the Campbell
Street market as a neighbourhood
amenity for the community.

The ceremony started
early in the morning with
the boys who were
around the age of 12, be-
ing given a shower from
a fire engine hose. After
the bath, the boys were
dressed in their finest
clothes and taken to a
specially erected mar-
quee on the shoulder of
their fathers. Prayers
were recited and the boys
were first sprinkled with
rose water and then fed
nasi semangat by Datin
Jamilah Mohd Zain, wife
of the Penang Deputy
Chief Minister. After
bring presented with
book vouchers worth
RM20, the boys were
once again hoisted on the
shoulder of their fathers
and brought to a spe-
cially chartered bus
which whisked them off
to the Penang Hospital.

Top left: A cold shower pre-
cedes the ritual of male
cirmcumcision.

Mid Left: Prince for a day -
participants dressed in their
finest.

Left: Khoo Salma, Datin
Jamilah (in blue) and Keith
Fountain at the ceremony.
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Calling
Penangnites
& friends
wherever

you are . ..

Tle Pesang File

http://members.nbci.com/penangfile
or mirror site at
http://www.geocities.com/penangfile

Brings you:
® News of Penang & its concerns

e Stories of its Culture & Heritage
e Essence of Baba/Nyonya [ife

In this issue . . .

We COMMENT on the state of the bill
railway; a statutory declaration about
police arvest is carried in CONCERNS ;
NEWS draws attention to papers
read at a women’s discussion ; PEOPLE
introduces the family of Yusof Aziz
Merican, and a remarkable piawist;
HERITAGE presents the Appendix to
Raymond Kwok's Nyonya Superstitions;
in CONCORDANCE there is more
from Raymond Kwok's collection of

a sayings; in BOOKS we introduce
Lim Kean Siew’s book on Chinese tea
and teapots; Marina Yusof is found to
be seditious at PAGE 1.

Issue 14, year 2001
Webmaster: Lim Kean Chye
email: penangfile@email com

Specrial Discownts!

17 retail outlets in Penang & other cities have become our pioneer
“discount” givers in our new effort to bring more value to your
PHT membership card! Look out for PHT stickers at these outlets,
which have kindly extended 10% discount or special rates if you

present your card.
]26ZFE

21A Codrington Avenue 26 Service Road
10350 Penang 10050 Penang
11 Leith Street
10200 Penang
O TIMALRE

WHITE RAJAH
RESTAURANT & BAR

e

52 JIn Chow Thye

- 4, Jalan Telawi, Bangsar Baru Burma Square
Old China Cafe 59100 Kuala Lumpur 10050 Penang
No. 9 Beach Street
10300 Penang
2, Jalan Bukit Jambul
11900 Penang . bid
DLy Bukit Jarmbul

32 Jalan Service

10050 Penang Liner Lot F-9, 1st Floor KL Plaza

Jalan Bukit Bintang

74{5194 55100 Kuala Lumpur

Gurney Plaza N/,

Persiaran Gurney @; (A =
10250 Penany WM Coffe &

M-K1 Mezzanine Floor

%KIT LAKETOWN Jalan Bukit Merah Island Plaza, Tg. Tokong

% Semanggol 10470 Penang
R E SO R I 34400 Perak
MALAYSIA

54 JIn. Chow Thye
Burma Square
10050 Penang Penang

THE

Purser’s Choice 368-4 Bellisa Row
— 26, JIn Pudu Lama Jalan Burma
50200 K.L. 10350 Penang

A31, The Garage P
2 Penang Road —
10000 Penang

TRUST
Persatuan
Warisan

LISTED ON 100 MOST ENDANGERED SITES 2000, WOR
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“Save Historic George Town” Car Sticker: RM 2.00 each. Available at PHT office.

PENANG
HERITAGE

Pulau
MONUMENTS WATCH finang
PHT

website: www.pht.org.my e email: phtrust@po.jaring.my
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