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HE general public are hardly

to blame for confusing the

Penang Heritage Trust and
the Penang Heritage Centre: the
two organisations not only have
the same two key words for their
three-word names but also much
the same objectives, programmes
and activities.
The Trust, the NGO or non-
governmental organisation, is now
planning to move into the mid-19"
century Syed Alatas Mansion on
Armenian Street, a council build-
ing recently restored — to share an
address with the Centre, the GO or
government organisation.

“The activist and the official under
the same roof — an-experiment in
strange bed-fellowship I imagine.
But will this not add to the
confusion? And will it not knock
the stuffing out of the Trust? Or
are we now aspiring to be a GO?’
a PHT stalwart wanted to know.
Explained a more senior member
“This set-up is not as strange as it

‘looks. After all, the Trust played

no small part promoting the resto-
ration of the Syed Alatas, and the
formation of the Centre as well. I
really don’t sec why we cannot
install ourselves in the building
....... The authorities have shown
they’re not unsympathetic to the
idea of conservation. They’ve set
up the State Heritage Committee
headed by the Chief Minister him-

self and this commitice is alrcady
in the process of drafting a com-
prehensive building policy for the
inner city. Our job is to try and
influence the shape of these drafts
and policies by bringing forward

our proposals and recommenda-
tions. We cannot hope to do that
effectively unless we’re prepared
to concentrate on working closely
with the bureaucrats, even if that
means doing their homework for
them every now and again..... It’s
not an unhealthy relationship; it’s
what the CM himself would call a
smart partnership.

Meanwhile, you are forgiven if
you mistake the. Trust for the
Centre, or the Centre for the Trust,
or, to save yourself all the trouble
of trying to figure out who is who,
you simply call their soon to be
amalgamated selves Penang Heri-
tage Centrust.

Take them for
what they do, not
what they say

R Koh Tsu Koon, the
Chief Minister and Chair-

man of both the Penang
Development Corporation and the
Siaic Heniage Committee, seems
to have made it a point to.come
out regularly and encourage the
people of Penang to work towards
achieving for their city a ‘balanced
development’. He has been quoted
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in the press as saying: ‘We are
developing fast enough. We do
not have to push it any faster at
the expense of history, heritage
and the human condition.” Very
eloquent. But the state govern-
ment, it appears, may have the
discretion to ignore its own good
advice and intentions. It may, for
example, vandalise its own 80-
year old Farquhar Street property
to make way for a luxury hotel,
and this without its having to get
planning permission from the local
council (see Star report). True, it
has spared one of the ten buildings
there and will have it renovated
and modemised but, as a PHT

~ member put it, ‘this is an empty

gesture, a bone thrown to history
and heritage, indeed a case of the
authorities making utter nonsense .
of their own plans for Penang to
become a World Heritage City’.

Dr Koh is likely to find it much
barder now to persuade the land-
owners to abandon any plans they
may have to squander their archi-
tectural inheritance. Said one of
the developers: ‘The government
has given us a clear demonstration
‘of what its balanced development
programme is all about — save one
and you may knock down the rest.
That seems to me a sensibie solu-
tion to the problem of building in
the inner city. Give me one good
Jeason why we should think or
<behave any differently.”

Dr Koh can certainly continue to
try and convince the captains of
the building industry that the past
is not another country, or that it
makes good economic sense to put
the city’s old shophouses to new
uses, Lui dicy can now aiways
point to the example of Farquhar
Street and argue that you have to
take the politicians for what they
do, not what they say.

TTK






" New role for building

By SIRA HABIBU

HE Penang  Library
Corporation wants to

convert the dilapidated

former Maternity Hos-

pital in Macalister

Road into a public library for the
north-east district. i

The corporation’s chairman Dr

Toh Kin Woon said that resorting

to adaptive reuse of old buildings

was part of the corporation’s

strategy in setting up more dis-
trict libraries.

Dr Toh said if the proposal was
. approved by the Penang Munici-

. 'pal Council, trustee of the pre-_
mises, the ‘heritage’ library

would be a model. for other dis-
trict libraries. )

The federal government was
ready to inject RM2.5mil for the
proposed district library pending
the council’s wntten approval, Dr

- Toh said.

“If the cost is more than the
allocation, we will get the state
government to. come up with-the
balance,” he =2id.

A book city can also be set up at
the lawn to sell good new and sec-
ond-hand books,” said Dr Toh
who is also the State Education,
Economic. Planning and Informa-
tion Cofnmittee chairman.

The roadside book sellers along

Macahster Road which had since
been relocated to Chowrasta mar-
ket may be called to trade at the
lawn.

Dr Toh said the bmldmgs
would soon be vacant as the non-
governmental organisations
housed there, such as the Women
Crisis Centre and Red Crescent
Society, would be moving to the
Caring Society Complex.

“The two adjacent buildings
which take up an area of 3,252sq
metres, belong to the people of
Penang.

“So the people -should show

their support if they want the
place to be turned into a library
complete with Information Tech-
nology facilities,” he said.

Dr Toh ... federal govern-
ment ready to allocate

* RM2.5mil for the library.

N

>entre to hold flea

market on Sundays

By SIRA HABIBU

PENANG: Pusat Warisan Pulau
Pinang will organise a flea mar-
ket every Sunday to-help people
generate income from craft and

other materials of artistic mter- .

est.

Its chairman Tengku Datuk
Idaura Tengku Ibrahim said with
a nominal contribution of RM3,
people could utilise the centre's
premises in Armenian Street to
sell craft, ceramic wares, brass-
wares, copperwares, post cards,
paintings as well as old mirrors,
books and pictures.

_She said the flea market would
be opened from 8am to noon ev-
ery Sunday from next month:

She said this - when - opening
Raymond Kwok’s embrmdery ex-
hibition entitied Treasures of Oid,
Threads of Gold

She said people who had craft
collections handed down from
generation to generation and
“who do not know what to do with
them may take them over to the
centre and sell them to others
who appreciate them better.” -

“It need not be strictly an an-
tique collection. Here, people can
sell anything that is of artistic in-
terest,” she said, adding those in-
terested in selling their crafts
should bring their own tables or
mats. '

Idaura added that the centre
would-also open a vegetarian res-

EMBROIDERY EXHIBITION . . . Kwok, who is also an antique collector,
showing Idaura his Nyonya mother’s portrait and intricate kebaya
: designs.

taurant on May 1. )

On the more than 40 embroi-
dery works exhibited at the cen-
tre, she said the assortment of
embroidery from the peranakan
cultures indicated strong evi-
dence of cross culture, particu-
larly in the old Straits Settlement.

The exhibition, which show-
cases exquisite and elegant Chi-
nese, Malay and Nyonya embroi-
dery works, is open to the public
during office hours until April

30. .
Meanwhile, New Zealand archi-
tect Julie Stout, who was visiting -
the centre, said she was pleased
that oid buiidings in George
Town would not be torn down to
give way to modern development.
“In George Town, even tourists
can feel like they are part of the
community because we get to in-
teract with the people who are
working and living in the same
place,” she said. '




TUESDAY April 7 1998 THE STAR

“Make George Town

a ‘world-class city’

PENANG: The govern-
ment should strive to es-
tablish George Town as a
world-class city instead
of emphasising solely on
becoming a world heri-
tage city, an international
seminar was told yester-
day. -
AR & T Heritage Con-
sultancy Sdn Bhd manag-
er-cum-urban planner
Lim Hoeoi Siang said con-
serving the city’s heri-
tage was part of the over-
all world-class city con-
cept.

‘‘However, there is
more to a world-class

city. There should be an
efficient public transport
system, good urban plan-
ning as well as a mixture
of commercial and resi-
dential use of buildings to
ensure the city stays vi-
brant and alive.

“There should also be -

quality living environ-
ment and sufficient green
landscaped areas. George

Town is lacking in all

these areas,” he said after
presenting a paper on
Public and Private Sec-
tors: Convergence and.Di-
vergence at the Interna-
tional Symposium on Her-

itage and Habitat.

More- than 40 partici-
pants from around the
world are attending the
three-day symposium or-
ganised by Darmstadt
University of Technology.

Twenty-one papers will
be presented on the
theme The Context of Sus-
tainable Development in
Historic City Centre.

Lim stressed on the im-
portance of efficient ur-
ban management of pub-

lic facilities, including the-

proper management of
roads and drains.
“We are behind in our

planning. In a private sec-
tor-led economy, there is
a danger of ad hoc devel-
opment which lacks focus
and vision.

“Here, we should rein-
force the role of govern-
ment,” he said, adding
that non-governmental or-
ganisations played a cru-
cial role in representing
the wider interest of the
community,

Lim said many Europe-
an cities had reached this
status and Singapore was
moving towards this di-
rection.

Council must explain why
pedestrian mall is useful

THE Penang Municipal Council will

‘spend RM1.4mil of taxpayers’ money
to landscape a proposed pedestrian
mall at the Campbell-Buckingham
street areas as part of its beautifica-
tion programme for George Town.

While the state government has
been serious in promoting the her-
itage conservation policy for our
city, itrhas (unfortunately) demon-
strated its usual lack of professional-
ism in-its"implenfentation, time and
again. )

"We know that all existing old build-
ings in the city are in dire need of
modern facilities, amenities, and ser-
vices for them to be properly reno-
vated and conserved to become func-
tional in this information age.

Therefore, if the Government is
serious about its conservation policy,
it must make sure that all basic mod-
ern infrastructural requirements -
underground ' power supply cables;
telecommunication lines; sewerage
system; water service mains, etc -

are carefully planned for and thor-
oughly co-ordinated among the gov-
ernment authorities and agencies,
and then installed so that the whole
conseryation programme can be car-
ried out in an orderly and profession-
al manner. .

On the proposed pedestrian mall
site, will the place be dug up and the
new structures condemned to aban-
donment in a few years’ time when
new ‘services are laid and future
developments are carried out?

More importantly, one wonders

whether the state government has-

drawn up a master plan to. finalise
and formulate all necessary under-
ground services with Telekom,
Tenaca PRA, IWK and JKR

ienaga, oA, 24N S8,

My recent conversation with one
senior officer in one of the authori-
ties did not give me any comforting
feeling. : .

He mentioned that much as he
would like to plan for the future
needs for the inner George Town

area, he does not have a set of con-
sistent planning. criteria with which
to work om.

So the “logical” thing to do is to
make necessary provisions on an ad-
hoc basis.

Ii will be interesting to find out the
“state of things” in other authorities
and agencies.

Therefore, we urge the Penang
Government and the municipal coun-
cil - in their endeavour to pursue this
heritage ¢onservation project - to
hold themselves fully accountable to
the taxpayers and to ensure that
implementation is carried out in a

professional manner, and not haphaz- -

ardly! . .

As for the propeosed pedestrian
mall, the municipal council should
convince us how it will benefit- the
public at a time of economic hard-

ship like this. o

T.H: LIM,
Penang.
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Nine colonial buildings

By LIM Al LEE

PENANG: Nine water-
front colonial buildings
near the historical E& O
Hgtel -have .been demol-
ishéd to make ‘way. for a
new hotel in the city:

Demolition of the biild-
ings, which include the
former Public Works De-
partment (PWD): head-
quarters and terrace gov-
ernment quarters, took
place last month but went'
largely unnoticed because
of high zinc fence erected
around the site in Far-
quhar Street.

It is learnt the area has

~been earmarked for the
deyelopment of the Ritz
Carlton Hotel under a
joint-venture between the
Penang Development Cor-
poration and a private
firm. .

A check by The Star
yesterday found the site
bare except for an old
bungalow which was for-
merly St George's. Girls
School and another dilapi-
dated building near the
sea.

TO BE RES TORED i the former St George s Girls S(:hool building w:ll be preserved as the main burldlng
for the proposed new hotel.

THE STAR SATURDAY Apil 11 1998

Amendments to plan accepted

By LIM Al LEE and
SiRA HABIBU

in the draft plan which would and the decision was en- tem. The proposed alignment sociation.

PENANG: The Penang Mu-
nicipal Council has accepted
several amendments to the
draf: Penang Hill Local Plan
and will gazette it soon.
Council president Dr Teng
Hock Nan said yesterday the
courcil had approved five
amendments but retained the
majority of original proposals

guide development on Penang
Hill until the year 2005.

The decision, he said, was
based on the recommenda-
tions of the three-man hear-
ing committee set up by the
state government to hear

. views from the public last

August.

The council’s development
planning committee approved
the amendments on March 6

dorsed by the full council at
its sitting last Friday.

The amendments include
the revision of the hill carry-
ing capacity from 10,000 visi-
tors to 8,000 daily, Dr Teng
said after chairing yester-
day's full council meeting.

However, Dr Teng said the
council had decided to stick
to the original alignment for
the propesed cable car sys-

would traverse a 1.2ha site
within the Youth Park to the
Penang Hill valley where the
Public Works Department
quarters are located.

Among those who gave
their views on the draft plan
were Friends of Penang Hill
(FOPH), the Penang Ratepay-
ers Association, the Penang
Water Authority and the Pe-
nang Housing Developers As-

Several groups had called
for the carrying capacity to
be revised, citing World
Tourism Organisation’s réc-
ommended density standards
of between 3,000 and 4,000
visitors.

FOPH, which represents
eight non-governmental or-
ganisations, had called for the
proposed cable car system to
be scrapped.




By LIM Al LEE

PENANG: Chief Minister
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon
has ordered investiga-
tions into the demolition
of nine state-owned wa-
terfront colonial build-
ings which has sparked a
public outcry. ,
Penang Municipal
Council president Dr
Teng Hock Nan said yes-
terday the council would

o demol

make its findings public
and announce the proper
action to be taken.

He said Dr Koh had
asked the council to con- -

duct the probe “without
fear of favour’ even
though it involved the Pe-
nang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC), the state
government’s develop-

ment agency of which the

chief minister was the
board chairman.

“Dr Koh has also direct-
ed the PDC to conduct its
own investigations and to
submit a full report to
him,” he said in a state-
ment.

Dr Teng was comment-
ing ~n areport in The Star
Ahat the nine buildings be-
side the historical E&O
Hotel . bounded by Leith
Street Ghaut and Far-
quhar Street were demol-
ished last month to pave

Koh orders probe

ns

the way for the Ritz Carl-
ton Hotel, a joint venture
between the PDC and the
YTL Group. _
Several public interest
groups had questioned
the state government’s
commitment in preserv-
ing the city's heritage fol-
lowing the demolition of
the 80-year-old buildings.
Dr Teng said the coun-.
cil had started investiga-
tions into the demolitions.

THE STAR SATURDAY March 21 1998

1,000 sign petition

By JESSINTA TAN

PENANG: A Save The Bo-
tanic Gardens campaign
has bteen launched, with
over 1,000 people having
signed a petition to op-
pose -he laying of “ugly”
. interlocking tiles at the
gardens.

Spokesman Pamela Ong
said the petition bearing
1,009 signatures was des-
patched to Chief Minister-
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon
on Thursday. '

The signatures collect-
ed in less than a week had
amongz other things ex-
pressad protest over the
“waste of public money
. and general unsuitability

of the alleged improve-
ment”.

"Ong said the petition
expressed regret to the
announcement by Padang
Kota assemblyman Teng
Chang Yeow on March 8
that the repaving would
continue despite public
protests.

Teng said the manage-
ment committee would se-
lect tiles with more “na-
ture-oriented” colours to
repave the gardens’ up-
per road area.

The RM230,000 alloca-
tion by the Culture, Arts
and Tourism Ministry to
upgrade the pavements
would be completed by

_ year end.

Ong said: “We have

urged the authorities to
explain how such an im-
portant decision affecting
a 'public place like the
gardens was made in such
a grossly insensitive man-
ner. - ]

“The management com-
mittee has indicated that
it intends to brush aside
all protests without at-
tempting to justify its
desecration of a park
which is pot only the
pride of Penang, but also

-a Malaysian heritage.”
She said complaint let-

ters to The Star since Jan-
uary, one of them carried
61 signatures, had not re-
ceived any response from

against ‘ugly’ tiles

the committee.

“We thus feel obliged to
appeal to the Chief Minis-
ter and custodian of our
heritage to investigate
the matter,” she added.

The management com-
mittee, when contacted,
said the laying of inter-
locking tiles was neces-
sary to replace the old
tarred road bearing pot-
holes. ‘

Ong said they were col-
lecting more signatures
from the public and would
send another petition let-
ter to Dr Koh if neces-
sary. ‘

Those with enquiries on
the campaign can call

.Ong at = 04-2268477.
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Bigger Gardens in the pipeline

Kee ‘w-m !he

whole piece of land cin be -

gazetiod by early next year’

By SIRA HABIBU

PENANG: A total of 184ha of
land surrounding the Penang
Botanic Gardens will be ga-
zetted by early next year.
State Cuiture, Art, Tourism
and Women Development
Committee. chairman Datuk
Kee Phaik Cheen said yester-
day the Gardens would then
have a total build-up area of
213ha from the present 29ha.
Kee said this when refuting
a claim made by the Save the

Penang Botanic Gardens Ac- '

tion Group on Friday that the

state government was “drag-
ging its feet” in gazetting the
various parcels of land ad-
joining the Gardens.

She said issues on land mat-
ters belonging to the Penang
Municipal Council and the Pe-
nang Water Authority had
long been resolved but said
the state was waiting for the
Federal Government’s reply
over-the 0.7ha plot leased to a
private operator. !

“Since the lease expires at
year end, we are certain the

whole piece of land can be ga-
zetted by early next year, de-
pending on Federal Govern-
ment’s approval,” she told a
press conference.

She also refuted claims the
state government failed to re-
spond to a recent signature
campaign to protest the lay-
ing of the multi-coloured
pavement blocks in the gar-
den.

“We agreed with the action
group that there is a need to
neutralise the colour of the
tiles.

“We can either have it all
black or all grey,” added Kee.

She said the tiles were ini-
tially chosen by the Public
Works Department.

“The management commit-
tee was not consulted on the
colour of tiles to be used,” she
said.

Kee said the state had spent
RM1.551mil since 1995 to im-
prove the horticulture and a
host of other facilities at the
Gardens.

“The action group’s allega-
tion that the Gardens were

being neglected ig therefore
unfounded,” she aaaoq,

However, Kee saig, the
management committeéc weg).
cemed the group’s construv
tive criticisms and urged the
group to pin point the trees
and plants it claimed to be
sick and/or dying.

She also invited the action
group to give the committee a
list of its members who were
interested in joining the sev-
en sub-committees set up to
look into the various aspects
of the Gardens management.




Stop
wrecking
Penang’s
historical
charm

HOW can we find .a place
in the World Heritage Map
when our heritage tuild-
ings are being destroyed
by the very people who are
suppeose to protect it?
- Who needs another
hotel? Who are we trying
to attract - the tourists?
After we have destroyed
everything Penang has,
what have the tourists to
look forward to in Penang
"— highrises, theme rarks
and ugly shoppmg zom-
plexes '

It is amazing to knov& that
even our chief minister who
is the board chairman cf the

so-called state development

agency is unaware of this
destruction.

Is there any point in
ordering an investigation
by the chief minister and
the council president? Isn’t
it a bit too late for this?

“Maybe the culprits will
be asked to reconstruct the
nine state-owned colonial
buildings all over again, as
in the case of Metrcpole

Hotel.

It is a joke how one gets
away with such destruc-
tion. How committed is the

state to preserving the

city’s heritage? It is more
like the Malay saying Bagi
Pagar Makan Padi. One
puts up a fence to protect
the rice fields but the
fence destroys the rice
fields instead.

All these efforts to pro-
mote Penang seemed to be
worthless.

As a Penang msxdent for
19 vyears and having
worked in tourism and
been exposed to com-
plaints from tourists about
the destruction, I am dis-
gusted to see how this
beautiful, historical, her-
itage city is being des-
troyed.

Each time I meet tourists
or expatriates, the com-
mon complaints are:-

® IT’S sad to seéPenang
being destroyed and some
go to Penang every year

for the so-called charm it
has; .

® MORE highrise build-
ings sprouting up and they
did not travel all the way
just to see a concrete jun-
gle.

® THE apparent lack of
government action to stem
the tide of destruction and
its lack of recognition of
Penang’s heritage poten-
tial.

The council should wake
up and look around. We
have enough of shopping
complexes, flats and apart-
ments. .We are already
sinking in the glut.

The council should not
allow hjgh-density devel-
opment in the inner city of
George Town at all.

George Town, with its
cultural and historical sig-
nificance, should be given
special consideration for
preservation.

TPC PENANG,
Penang
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Doing away with  '
old road names
hits at heritage

PENANG can no longer de-
nd on its beaches and
nawker food to woo tour-
ists. Plans are afoot in mak-
ing this former Straits Set-
tlement island a heritage
destination instead.

This latest development
in local tourism has been
unanimously accepted by
no less than four major
bodies in the tourist indus-
try — the Penang Interna-
tional Hoteliers’ Associa-
tion, the Malaysian
Association of Tour and
Travel Agents Penang

Chapter, the State Tourism -

Committee and the North-
ern Region Tourism Promo-
tion Board.

When we speak of heri-
tage, we think of conserva-
tion, keeping things as they
are, preserving and not

c :

I refer to the change of
road names, especially
those * which bear the
names of rsons long

one. A number of roads in

enang have been given
new names and more may
be in the offing.

In the light of the present
circumstances, serious con-
sideration should be taken
before the next change.

Personalities after whom

T are named have con-
. tributed their services to-
ward the development and
progress of this State.

They have, as it were, left
their mark behind for pos-
terity. Does it really matter
if they were British as in
Northam, or German as in
Gottlieb? ;

Western names on road
signs are an indication of
the country’s link with the
past and this is a point of
Interest to tourists. . .

If, for the sake of nation-
alism, a new name must be
g'lven to a road, the words

‘Formerly known as..”
should be given below.

This would facilitate let-
ters with old addresses
reaching their destinations
and, more importantly, en-
able tourists to find their
way round.

Many of our tourists are
no strangers to Penang.

Many ixave resided here
before and are making sen-

‘timental trips back in

droves to see the old place
again. Former residents
their sons, daughters an

even their grandchildren
have in recent years been
visiting Penang.

There is -enough interest
generated and attractions
to draw them here.

When local tourist com-

nies start operating their
: g?aritage packagestfnﬁxis is

one category of wvisitors
they can expect to see.

M. Lim
Penang




