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Portrait of the month

PDC AR&T Total Project Management Sdn Bhd
organized a half-day workshop called /nvesting in the
Past for the Future 1o publicize the government’s
action plan for the Lebuh Armenian/Lebuh Achely/
Masjid Kapitan Keling/Little India historic cnclave.
Dr Koh Tsu Koon. the Chicf Minister. called on
devcelopers and property owners to adopt a “dollars
and scnsc” approach when making plans to build in
the nner city. It would make scnsc. for cxample. to
redevelop the enclave as "a living heritage theme
park™ to attract the tourists. “But not an artificial
theme park like Disncyland’. he was quick to make
cicar. Dr Koh addced that he would remain firm as
rcgards the action plan and was rcady “for sparks (o
fly’. Somc sparks soon started to flv: said PAM
(Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia) in a statcment to the
press: “We find it ironic that the restoration of the
Kapitan Kcling mosquc. originally built by Achincsc
and other Asian artisans in the 18th century. should
now be spcarhcaded by cxperts who have no recal
conncction to the day-to-day lifc of the users and
inhabitants of the arca.” Dr Teng Hock Nan. the
president of the Penang Island Municipal Council.
told the workshop that he was in the process of “being
converted” 1o Dr Koh's current thinking on the
question of heritage development. He then gave the
gathering of heritage lovers and conscrvationists a
talk of some Iength on the importance of loving and
conscrving their heritage. He pointed out that
protecting the past is not a subject new and
unfamiliar to the council: the council in fact started
studying and writing about it way back in the 70s.

The Penang State Government cstablished the Socio-
Economic & Environmental Rescarch  Institute
(SERI). whose mission is to bring about “the better-
ment of the quality of life for all through adherence
to the principles of sustainable development which
scck an optimal balance between cconomic growth.
social progress, cultural cnhancement and cnviron-
mental conservation®. At SERI's first seminar — 7he
Sustainable Penang  Initiative:  I'rom Concept 1o
Action = ns cexccutive director En Anwar Faizal
exhorted the invited participants to guard against
being afMlicted with what he called the NATO or No
Action. Talk Only syndrome. Guest spcaker Mr Alan
AtKisson. introduced as the co-founder of the award-
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winning Sustainable Seattlc programme and an
accomplished composer and singer of environmental
songs. cxpounded on the two big subjccts of the hour
— globalization and sustainability. the ‘critical
distinction” between them. and the need to “bind
them into a more familial rclationship™. To quotc
from his draft discussion papcr about the G and S
words: “G trics 1o make a particular futurc happen
now: S is dcliberative. respectful of complexity. and
distrustful of irrcversibility. especially with regard to
ccological and cultural change. G simply glorifics
change (cspecially technological change). the more
the better. If G and S were human beings. S would be
a thoughtful adult. G a reckless tecnager.” Dr M A
Khan. from the UN Economic and Social Commiss-
ion for Asia and the Pacific. dcalt with the method-
ologics and mcchanisms for collecting data and
constructing indicators to show. how a community’s
social and cultural wellbeing stands in relation to its
cconomic achicvements.

Dr Choong Sim Pocy. the vice-chairman of the
Penang Heritage Trust. madc a press statement
urging the federal government (o reconsider its plans
1o build a multi-storey annexc for the High Court on
Light Street. (Sce accompanying pagcs)

Piling and cxcavation works for a 6-storcy commer-
cial building in Leith Street were found to have
caused scrious damage (o the ncighbouring 89-year-
old Bengali mosquc.

The police torc down their carly 20th-century Patani
Road station.

The Penang Hill Railway broke down again. Icaving
many sightscers stranded for many hours at its upper
station.

Forcign members of the PHT who visit Penang
rcgularly will be glad to know that bluc skics and
clean air arc returning to the island with incrcasing
frequency. The raging forest fircs in Indonesia which
kept Malaysia shrouded in choking. poisonous harc
the last several months scem to have died out with
the arrival of the South China Sca monsoon scason of
heavy rain.

The minarct of the newly restored  189-vear-old
Acheen Street mosque was struck by lightning and
lost its weather-vanc
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