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PHT Fundraising Dinner ‘97
A Blg Success reports Sandra Stoddart

ver 350 people attended the PHT's fundraising
dinner ‘97 held at the Rasa Sayang Resorts on

April 5th. The Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon and State Executive Councillor Dato’ Kee
Phaik Cheen were guests of honour.

There were 143 items available for silent auction -
from antiques donated by members of the PHT
Antique-collectors Club to more current items such as
a flight for two to Kuala Lumpur with accomodation in
the Hilton Presidential Suite. This package, valued at
over RM8,000 was sold for RM2,500. There were
many bargains to be had — a Favre Luba watch went
for a ‘'steal' as did an MCM handbag. There were
dinners and hotel accomodation packages from Park
Royal and Shangrila chains, and beautiful British
etchings and local art and antique furniture as well.

Many guests came in traditional costume which
added to the fun and relaxed atmosphere of the
evening. The Rasa Sayang and the Golden Sands let
us borrow their excellent bands and many people
were up dancing before the evening was over.
Members of the Straits Chinese Association Senior
Citizens Group performed two dances.

Loh-Lim gave a short but comprehensive slide
presentation of Penang as it was and as it is now,
highlighting the need to save more of Penang's
heritage and the Chief Minister was encouraged to
give us assistance in this. In his speech he was very
positive about the Government's intentions to save
the most important and representative samples of our
heritage — where possible. 2

Importantly, close to RM50,000 was raised on the
night. A large percentage of this will be used to
commence work on PHT projects such as the Loo
Pun Hong or Carpenters’ Guild in Love Lane. Already
the staff and students of the RMIT University Aus-
tralia have completed a dilapidation study of the
building and repair work can soon begin.

| would like to thank Lee Laine who collected all the
antique donations and was of invaluable assistance in
co-ordinating the publicity, Stephanie Lee who co-
ordinated the dinner at the Rasa; Winfred Khoo who
managed to scout up some useful donations; Judy
Soulakis for running the silent auction and preparing
the bid sheets; Mary Slattery for arranging and keep-
ing track of ticket sales; and Chris Utterback for pre-
paring the program. It was a big job — bigger than
many of us realised but we appreciate the support of
our members in making this event such a big success

Sandra Stoddart
Chairperson, Organising Committee
PHT Fundraising Dinner 1997
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Letters

<

The office mail usually consists of nothing more
exciting than reports and circulars, and minutes of
meetings. Nestling in the pile this month were two
letters commenting on our ‘daring idea’ that a
rainforest park be built in the heart of the city, on
that Komtar triangle of prime land the government
is now reserving for such as the superhyper Prangin
Mall. Letters from members always give pleasure
here-at the PHT office. )

New York Central Park

In the March issue of the PHTnewsletter, | read with
great interest the editorial on the Prangin Mall crisis.
There was a reference to New York City's Central
Park. As a proposal for an inner-city park here in
Penang will most likely face similar objections, |
thought you might be interested in some of the history
behind the creation of one of the world's most famous
parks.

Originally the city plan for New York in 1811 did not
include space for a public park. The planning com-
mission intentionally left it out for two reasons. It did
not make sense economically and it was thought
unnecessary because of the abundance of recrea-
tional opportunities offered by the areas surrounding
the island of Manhattan.

However, in 1844, William Cullen Bryant, editor of
the New York Post called for a public park in
Manhattan. His call for the space fell on deaf ears at
first, but gradually the idea gained momentum and
even became an election issue in 1850.

Finally, a Board of Commissioners of the Park was
appointed td oversee the construction of the park.
Frederick Law Olmsted, the famous landscape archi-
tect, was appointed as Superintendent of the Park.

The Park was planned and constructed from the
mind of Olmsted and Celvert Vaux. They worked
night and day to plan the park by carving and moving
land to construct a decorative landscape.

The construction period was not easy and Olmsted
and Vaux resigned twice over political bickering.
Central Park was also not created from an already
superbly managed piece of land. Physically, the park
required tons of topsoil to be moved in from the
neighbouring state of New Jersey, and over four
million plantings were made.

The Park was opened officially in 1873, although it
had been opened to the public since 1858. Olmsted
stood firm that the park be used solely for its beauty
and the passive enjoyment of its landscape. However,
that is not what the public wanted.

A zoo and baseball fields were built before the
official opening. Cars were allowed in it in 1899 and
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fenang plans incentives
to conserve heritage

By ANTHONY CHEW

PENANG: The state has
. proposed incentives such
as quit rent and assess-
ment rebates and tax ex-
emptions for owners to
conserve heritage build-
ings, especially in the in--
ner city area.

These are among the
strategies being drawn up

by the state to- promote

heritage development and
exploit its potential as a
: tourism product.
;- Chief Minister Tan Sri
i Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the
£ i==er city precincts, with
r rich cultural heri-
Yate buildings, were via-
ble tourism products.
. He said several consul-
: tants had been talking to
i owners of major heritage
buildings to convince
' them that “there is a lot of
money in conservation.”
“The state is working
out a_package of incen-
tives, including rebates
for assessment and quit
rent and waiver of set-
backs (the space between
the road and house) and

car parks when an owner
refurbishes his heritage
house,” he said in an in-
terview.

Dr Koh said the state
would also convince the
Federal Government to
classify heritage build-
ings as tourism products,
thus providing the owners
with “tax holidays.”

(A tax holiday is a form

-of tax exemption where

the operator does not
have to pay tax from

earnings during the first

five or 10 years.)

Dr Koh said that for ex-
ample, a row of “heritage
shops” could be turned
into boutique hotels, curio
shops-or restaurants.

“Heritage buildings can
serve as a living potpour-
ri of culture and as a tour-
ism product,” he said.

Dr Koh said certain
places such as Little India
and Jalan Masjid Kapitan
Keling and buildings such
as the Khoo Kongsi, Syed

- Alattas Mansion and the

Acheen Street Mosque
could be further promot-
ed as heritage areas.

BEAl}TY OF OLD HOUSES ... a row of prewar houses at Bangkok Lane,
Penang, photographed yesterday. — Starpic by LAWRENCE SEOW

‘Heritage environs
should involve locals’

By JONATHAN KWOK

PENANG: Heritage de-
velopment should be car-
ried out for the local com-
munity's needs and not
just for tourism promo-
tion, according to the Pe-
nang Ratepayers Assoria-
tion.

Its president Datuk Lim
Chong Keat said yester-
day that local initiatives
and development im-
provement needs should
take precedence over ar-
tificial attractions or
“product development”
for foreign appeal.

“We support the state’s
latest proposal of offering
incentives to owners to
conserve heritage build-
ings as it is in line with

the objectives of the Pe-
nang Island Structure
Plan approved in 1989.
“However, the most ap-
propriate heritage envi-
ronment should involve
the local community for
intrinsic reasons and not
merely be driven by tour-
istic marketing,” he said.
Lim was commenting
on a report that the state
had proposed incentives
such as rebates on quit
rent and assessment, and
tax exemption for owners
to promote heritage build-
ings as tourism products.
The report quoted Chief
Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon as saying the
strategies were being
drawn up by the state to
conserve heritage build-

ings, especially in the in-
ner city area.

Lim, who is also the
founder chairman of the
Penang Heritage Trust,
said actual heritage con-
servation should be spon-
taneous and voluntary on
the part of the owners or
residents who could then
carry on a genuine living
tradition.

“You should not devel-
op a place to make it ap-
pealing to tourists from,
say, Australia or Germa-
ny, but it should be done
for the local community's
needs,” he said, adding
that discriminating visi-
tors would prefer a genu-
ine civic heritage.

“Saving dying neigh-
bourhoods to turn the rel-

ics into tourist or curio
shops is part of standard
urban renewal strategies,
but is a poor second.”

Lim also urged the gov-
ernment to hold further
consultations with affect-
ed parties and concerned
civic organisations, in-
cluding the ratepayers as-
sociation.

“There are still many
issues to be discussed, in-
cluding outstanding as-
pects of land rent, rates
and valuations.”

He also called. on the
Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Ministry to
make available draft
copies of the proposed
Heritage Bill and discuss
its intentions and provi-
sions as soon as possible.

STAR 25 April 97
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