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An Oasis of Green
for George Town

ood may yet comc out of thc Prangin Mall
Gcrisis. For onc thing. it has sct thec Pcnang
public talking scriously about George Town
having a Central Park of its own. on that trianglc of
prime land the government is now rescrving for more
shopping malls, hotels. and carparks — the roughly
4ha site of Komtar Phase 3 and Phase 4 combincd.
No doubt those Penangitcs who would buzz us
with such words as development. the futurc. and
progress when promoting their supcrhyper commer-
cial projects will say that the PHT must be living in
the wrong time zone, to drcam up this crazy scheme
to return the city’s most expensive picce of land to
the mangrove jungle. That the PHT is living in the

past or simply mad is.dcbatable. They are not far

from right, though, about the jungle. for what we
have in mind is not the usual fun-fair or golf coursc
sort of park, but a tract of rcal rainforest complete
with swamp lotus and water-lily ponds — it should
npt be too difficult to turn the flooded Prangin Mall
excavation into several of them — where onc can go
tq.escape for a while the city’s car-infcsted streets. or
just to walk among the clegant Tree Fern, sit in the
shadc of the giant Pulai or the Tembusu. and listen to
the happy songs of the wild merboks.

We should also like to scc what is left of Teik
Soon Street restored as an enclave of Boom Boom
Babylons. X-pubs, Hot Woks. Club Mixxs and the
like. So. at one end of the city’s "Golden Triangle™ we
have the Komtar government offices. civic centres.
and shopping arcades. and at the other end the yuppic
haunts and hangouts. and right in the middlc —— this
easily accessible tropical Eden where no onc, includ-
ing the day-tripper or tourist. nced pay to cnter. A
ttifly wcll-balanced development. And perhaps we
catl also redesign both Jalan Magazine and Jalan Lim
Chilvee Leong as pedestrian malls, and makc the old
Prangin market (Sia Bocy) the sitc of a main station
of our long-awaited Light Rail Transport system. so
that we can have more Penangites than Protons in the
arca.
This oasis of green in the heart of the cily is
somcthing good our rapid cconomic growth has so far
been slow to bring us. The government should give a
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scrious thought to establishing it to make the quality
of our taxpaying lives a little better. Many of us here
at the PHT arc with all those concerned Penangites
who would rather their money is spent on building
Gceorge Town a beautiful Central Park than on saving
the wretched Prangin Mall.
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DINNER

An Evening of

Gulture &
Coritage
A Penang Heritage Trust
Fundraising Event

Saturday 5 April 1997
7.30pm
Rasa Sayang Resorts
»  (Pelangi Ballroom)

See leaflet inside
for more information

New Members
We welcome the following as members of the
Pcnang Heritage Trust. They can take part in
any of the activitics of the Trust.

Life Member:  Angeline Chew Paik Yong
Ordinary Members:
Chia Loong Thye
Barbara Bugg

Vince Ycap

Ch’'ng Huck Theng

Dr Tan Chong Guan
Johnson C K Tan
Fahmy Ismail

K Kumaraendran

Lcong Kcan Chiew Mok Thoo Kong
Ng Thyc Aun Chew Beng Hian
Mohd Kassim Azari Lim Mook San
Carolina Chcah Qoi Phee Yong

Gerard Newcombe
Mary Slattery

Zuraimi Harun
Alictic Dorlannc




The Prangin Mall Crisis

Concern -+
over -
houses
with
cracks

CRACKING UP ... Pe-
nang Municipal Council
president Dr Teng Hock
Nan is seen through a
13cm crack which ap-
peared in one of the
houses in Noordin
Street.

A similar crack was
discovered on the other
side of the kitchen wall
while smaller cracks
have appeared on the
second floor.

The shophouse is now
used as the pro tem resi-
dents’ committee ser-
vice centre.

Dr Teng, who was ac-
companied by State In-
frastructure and Public
Utilities Committee
chairman Datuk Dr
Hilmi Yahaya and Peng-
kalan Kota assembly- =
man Lee Hack Teik, also
visited. McNair- Street .|
and Presgrave Road. -
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Interests of nature lovers
will be taken care of: Kee

PENANG: The interest of
nature lovers will contin-
ue to reccive the state's
attention alter the Penang
Botanic Gardens have
been corporatised for ex-
pansion, State Executive
Councillor Datuk Kec
Phaik Cheen said.

She said other than the
state, the Friends of the
Penang Botanic Gardens
Society would continue to
look after the interests of
nature visitors of the gar-

dens.

She said the gardens
would be expanded to
eight times its present

size to function as a re-
scarch centre, gene bank
and recreation park.

“The Botanic Gardens
Committee has embarked
on a plants exchange pro-
gramme with other coun-
tries to promote the gar-
dens horticultural as-
pect,”” she said when
opening the society’s na-
ture shop Botanika on Sat-
urday.

Kee said the state Tour-
ism Committee would
contribute a RM10,000
grant to the 'society for
their activities.

Bukit Bendera MP Chia

Kwang Chye, who is the
society chairman, said the
shop sells unique souve-
nirs of Malaysia's only bo-
tanic gardens.

Products sold at Botan- |

ika, which opened for
business in November
last year, include apparel,

books, brochures, maps, -

plants, gardening items
and stationery.

Among those present
were Penang Municipal
Council president Dr
Teng Hock Nan, who is
Kebun Bunga assembly-
man, and Botanika chair-
man Mariam Lim.
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PHT

PERSATUAN WARISAN PULAU PINANG
PENANG HERITAGE TRUST

presen’rs

an evening ¢/

EE
|
|
|
I
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with the
PENANG HERITAGE TRUST FUNDRAISING DINNER

Date : Saturday, 5th of April, 1997
Time : 7.30pm
Venue : Pelangi Ballroom,

Shangri-La's Rasa Sayang Resort.

For tickets and enquiries, please call 04-2261358 (Mr. Tan) or 04-6569588 (Ms. Anu).

* Programme for the evening include lucky draws, a silent auction and auctions of antiques and heritage keepsakes.
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G ulture & ICeritage

A Penang Heritage Trust Fundraising Event

The Penang Heritage will hold the fundraising dinner at the Rasa Sayang Resorts on
April 5. The Chief Minister YAB Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon and Dato’ Kee Phaik Cheen
have accepted our invitation to attend the evening, along with many keen antique
collectors, supporters of the PHT, and leading members of the business community.

There will be a Silent Auction of antiques and collectibles and heritage keepsakes as
well as other items including travel and accommodation at Shangri-la hotels in China
and Canada, Sheraton Penang complimentary voucher for a 2 night stay for 2 persons
in its executive suite, toys from Mattel, mini stereos from Audio Electronics, Christian
Dior watches and cosmetics, products from Vercase, Tangs Department Store, and
Kenzo Fashions. This is only part of the list. We expect there will be over 100 items on
which guests can bid. There will also be equally attractive prizes for the Lucky Draw.

Food will be a variety of local foods including Nyonya, Malay, Indian and Chinese.
There will be music, dancing and fun for all. Several leading businesses will hand over
their donations to support our fundraising effort on the night. And Laurence and Lin
Lee Loh will present an overview of the major PHT projects, including the restoration
of the Loo Pun Hong or Penang Carpenters’ Guild.

The theme of the evening will be “Penang Days Past, Culture and Heritage” and guests
are invited to dress in relevant costume if they wish but this is not mandatory. The
- dress generally will be Batik Shirt.

The Rasa Sayang have agreed to waive their corkage charge for the evening. They
have also have generously agreed to sell champagne, beer and wine at vastly reduced
prices.

The Malaysian Tatler magazine will officially cover the event and with this they have
brought the support of their advertisers with donations of many exciting items.

Come and join the fun
while supporting this worthy event!

For tickets (RM 100 e¢ach) and more information call:
Tan Tcong Kooi. Tel: 04 - 226 1358
Mary Slattery, Tel: 04 - 899 9950
Lee Laine, Tel: 04 - 890 1451

Sandra Stoddart, Chairman Organising Committee, PITI I'undraising Dinner 1997
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Friends of Penang Hill
Public Forum
“THE -

PENANG HILL
LOCAL PLAN’

Come Find Out What
It’s About

VENUE: AUDITORIUM,
KOLEJ DAMANSARA UTAMA
(KDU), ESPLANADE, PENANG

DATE : SATURDAY, 22ND MARCH 1997

TIME : 8.00PM - 10.00 PM

For Enquiries Contact: FRIENDS OF PENANG HILL
c/o Consumers Association of Penang
228, Macalister Road
10400 Penang
Tel: 2293511

Published by Consumers’ Association of Penang. Printed by Jutaprint, Penang
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